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SUBMISSION ON PUBLICLY NOTIFIED PROPOSED VARIATION 1TO
PLAN CHANGE 1 TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES PLAN FOR THE
WELLINGTON REGION

Part 1, Clause 6 of Schedule 1, Resource Management Act 1991

Greater Wellington Regional Council
Environmental Policy

PO Box 11646

Manners Street

Wellington 6142

Wellington International Airport Limited (“WIAL”)

This is a submission on Proposed Variation 1 to Plan Change 1 to the Natural Resources

Plan for the Wellington Region (“Variation 17).

WIAL could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission.

The specific provisions of the proposal that this submission relates to are:

Rule WH.R5; and

Schedule 30.

WIAL’s submission is:

Overview of Wellington International Airport

WIAL operates the regionally and nationally significant Wellington International Airport

(“Wellington Airport” or “the Airport”).

Wellington Airport is one of the busiest airports in New Zealand and accommodated over
5.3 million passengers in the year ending March 2025 (FY25). It is a gateway for residents,
visitors and business travellers, connecting the capital city to all parts of New Zealand, to
Australia, the Pacific, and onwards to the rest of the world. As such, it is a significant

contributor to the social and economic wellbeing of the city, region and county.
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The Airport accommodates aircraft movements associated with general aviation
operations, scheduled domestic and international flights, corporate jets, the New Zealand

Defence Force, and Life Flight emergency helicopters.

The Airport is also a generator of economic growth, providing significant direct business
and employment opportunities on-site and indirect economic benefits to the city and the

wider Wellington region.

WIAL is a network utility operator and a requiring authority under section 166 of the
Resource Management Act 1991 (“the RMA or “the Act”). The Airport is also a provider of
airfield emergency services and is a lifeline utility under the Civil Defence Emergency
Management Act 2002 (“CDEM 2002”).

WIAL Submission on Variation 1

WIAL generally supports the amendments proposed by Variation 1 as these amendments
delay the implementation of provisions which WIAL opposed in its original submission on
Proposed Plan Change 1, including Rule WH.R5 and Schedule 30.

WIAL holds a site wide stormwater discharge permit. Since notification of Plan Change 1,
WIAL has experienced some difficulties exercising its site wide stormwater discharge
permit as the regional council has required a second consent under Rule WH.R5, claiming

that WIAL does not have a permit for the land use component of Rule WH.R5.

WIAL has opposed Rule WH.R5 and sought that a clarification note be included to identify
that Rule WH.R5 does not apply to discharges from the Airport as these discharges are
instead provided for by Rule WH.R8. While this primary position remains, WIAL supports
changes to Rule WH.R5 that defer its application until decisions are issued on Plan Change
1.

WIAL also supports the proposed deferral of Schedule 30. While WIAL opposes Schedule
30 in its entirety and considers financial contribution requirements are inappropriate and
unlawful at this time, WIAL also supports any deferral to the application of Schedule 30
through Variation 1.

Conclusion

Without limiting the relief sought by WIAL through its original submission on Proposed Plan
Change 1, WIAL supports the amendments proposed by Variation 1to Rule WH.R5 and
Schedule 30.

WIAL considers that Variation 1:

4,401 Is the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA, particularly
when having regard to the efficiency and effectiveness of the provisions relative

to other means; and
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4.40.2 Appropriately fulfils the requirements of section 32 of the RMA, particularly in
terms of evaluation the costs of implementing the provisions under section
32(2)(a).

WIAL seeks the following decision from the local authority:

That the submission points contained in Section 4 above be adopted or that the Proposed
NRP be amended in a similar or such other way as may be appropriate to address WIAL'’s
submission points; and

Any alternative, consequential changes (including to objectives, policies, methods and

anticipated environmental results or other provisions), amendments or decisions that may

be required to give effect to the matters raised in WIAL’s submission.

WIAL wishes to be heard in support of its submission.

If others make a similar submission, WIAL will consider presenting a joint case with

them at a hearing.

Signature:
o Lester, Planning Manager,
Wellington International Airport Limited
Date: 30 January 2026

Electronic address for Service: kirsty.osullivan@mitchelldaysh.co.nz

Telephone: 021242 5453

Postal address (or alternative method of service under section 352 of the Act):

Mitchell Daysh Limited
PO Box 489
Dunedin 9054

Contact person: Kirsty O’Sullivan
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