
 

 

7 November 2025  
CB-COR2305 / PS-COR1611 

Daran Ponter 
Chair 
Greater Wellington Regional Council 
By email: daran.ponter@gw.govt.nz 
 
 
Dear Daran, 
 
Thank you for applying to the Minister for the Environment for an exemption to the Freshwater 
Planning Instrument (FPI) notification moratorium under section 80A(4B) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (the Act). 
 
While your request sought only an exemption from the s80A(4A) restriction relating to FPIs, we 
have determined that an exemption is also required from the broader plan stop restriction in 
s80P, which falls within the portfolio of the Minister Responsible for RMA Reform. 
 
Accordingly, we have both deliberated on this request, with reference to two different sets of 
exemption criteria, namely, those set out in Schedule 12 (42), and those set out in s80W. On 
both counts, we consider that proposed Variation 1 to proposed Plan Change 1 would meet at 
least one of the required criteria and therefore have taken the decision to approve your request in 
full. 
 
More specifically, from the information available to us, it appears that, in removing the 
requirement for hydrological control on impermeable surfaces below 1000m2 and deferring the 
payment of development contributions until 2027, Variation 1 will correct some unintended 
consequences of PC1 and thereby reduce uncertainty and time and cost inefficiencies for 
developers and other plan users. 
 
This accords with the following RMA criteria which enable exemption where a proposal:  

• Section 80W(2)(b) – would rectify any provisions in a plan or policy statement that have 
had unintended consequences, are unworkable, or have led to inefficient outcomes 

• Schedule 12, clause 42(1) (d) – is required, during the relevant period, to address any 
provisions in a plan or policy statement that have unintended consequences or are 
unworkable or lead to inefficient outcomes. 

 
Now that we have taken a decision on your exemption application, you are required to give public 
notice of the status of the proposed planning instrument in accordance with section 80X of the 
Act. 
 
Should you have any further questions about the process from here, you are welcome to contact 
Ministry for the Environment officials at plan.exemptions@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Hon Chris Bishop 
Minister Responsible for RMA Reform 

Hon Penny Simmonds 
Minister for the Environment 

 


