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Hon Nicola Willis Hon Chris Bishop
Minister of Finance Minister of Transport
nicola.willis@parliament.govt.nz c.bishop@ministers.govt.nz

Téna korua Ministers

Lower North Island Regional Trains - thanks for your support

We would like to sincerely thank you both, and the Government, for your support as the major
funder of the new Lower North Island Regional Train fleet.

It was a pleasure to join you today, Chris, for the announcement of the contract award to
Alstom. This marks an important step forward after many years of careful planning, analysis,
and advocacy. We’re delighted to now be on the path toward delivering a much-needed
upgrade to our regional rail services, to support the new train service starting in 2030.

The name of the new trains TuUhono, meaning to connect or unite, reflects the role these trains
will play in helping people across our regions access work, education, healthcare, and stay
connected with whanau and friends. It’s a significant development for our communities,
supporting productivity and growth, and one we’re proud to be part of.

We’re grateful for your support and for the work of your officials in helping bring this project to
fruition. Thank you again for your commitment to improving regional connectivity.
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