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22 September 2025 

File Ref: OIAPR-1274023063-42179 

 
By email:  

Tēnā koe  

Request for information 2025-294 

I refer to your request for information dated 1 September 2025 which was received by Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (Greater Wellington) on 1 September 2025. You have requested 
the following: 

“An explanation from Greater wellington why after all these years the Coastal track at Queen 
Elizabeth Park has not had the necessary work undertaken for it to be reopened.” 

Greater Wellington’s response follows: 

Thank you for your email and for sharing your long-standing connection to The Esplanade and 
the coastal track to Whareroa Stream. We appreciate your passion for the area and your 
concern about the track’s closure. 

The track was closed following storm damage approximately seven years ago due to significant 
coastal erosion. Since then we have installed signage and physical barriers to indicate the 
closure and the Queen Elizabeth Park (QEP) webpage has carried a notice stating the track is 
closed due to erosion. Recently the barrier locations have been relocated to align with existing 
beach access tracks. This means that a short 400m section of the existing track now uses the 
beach as a diversion.  

Our team carefully considered the historical and environmental significance of the dunes, the 
extent of land disturbance that rerouting the track would require, and the existing north–south 
alternatives, including the adjacent beach and Te Ara o Whareroa path. Considering these 
factors and priority needs elsewhere in the park we decided not to proceed with a reroute of the 
track. Given the strong alternative routes already available we are confident that public access 
in the area remains well supported. Proa
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We understand that this decision may be disappointing, especially given the track’s popularity 
and the fitness and scenic value it once offered. The future of recreational tracks like this one 
will be reviewed as part of the upcoming Te Mahere / Parks Spatial Planning process. This 
initiative is a blueprint for implementing Toitū Te Whenua on the ground and is being co-
designed with our mana whenua partners. Community and park user consultation will be a key 
part of this process and we encourage you to share your views during this process which will 
likely be open for consultation before Christmas. 

If you have any concerns with the decision(s) referred to in this letter, you have the right to 
request an investigation and review by the Ombudsman under section 27(3) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 
requests where possible. Our response to your request will be published shortly on Greater 
Wellington’s website with your personal information removed. 

Nāku iti noa, nā 

 

 

Lian Butcher 
Kaiwhakahaere Matua Taiao | Group Manager Environment 
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