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Queen Elizabeth Park horgeekking andgrazingchanges=AQ

Updated12 December2022

QueenHizabethPark has been very accommodating to horse grazing for over 30 years, but the time
has come tendthe majority of it in favour oSupporting casual equestrian usesstoring our
environment and meeting the challenge of climate chargesupportinghaturalresilience.

1. How does horsdrekking andgrazing operate in QEP?

Knpiti StabledKShas had a fivgyear concession agreement to provide horse trekking atidence
agreement for associategrazing in the parkKapiti Pony Club (KPC) has haerayearagreement.

Kn LJStéblesmanages horse grazinghichoriginally haca maximurmumberof 30 horsesand 6

cattle on the parkIn 2020 because of grass growth frdua Nifiglwet) summer conditions, this was

increased to 40 and the cattle were removed from the agreememtLBStébles advise that the

actual number of horses on the park at any time is variable and generally ranges from 30 to 35. They
manage grazingot associated with their horse trekkingpi KSA NJ 2 6y WDNwith Ay 3 | INB.
individual graziers.

As licence agements come to
an end Greater Wellington
commencesa review process to §
determine if the activity remains
beneficial for the park and to
ensure that activitiesand
practices align witlthe parks
statutory management plan
policies and rulesAmongst
others, policies 1320Papplyas
well as theRules for grazing in
Section 8The management
planidentifies grazinga high
impact activityandrequires
assessment of environmental
impacts.

QAL

Greater Wellington manages parks following the directions of a statutory management plan which is
made under the Reserves Abit.the management plan, lagrazing types of grazing are classified as

I WYwS a i NAQEGebtRsudh Bsithogd fvith@poray overnight horse grazing identified as a

Wa | vy | adtigitk The management plastatesWorse grazing is a high impact activity and licence
applicationsNBYy Sl f FyR FyydzZ £ 3INIT Ay JAppdhdicgdwo andNB & dzo 2 S
three outline the requirement®f the Restricted Activity and AEE procé&s® the link to the Plan

below.

TheKapiti Stable§ive-yearagreementsndson 30November2022and the Kapiti Pony Club licence

is in the process aknewal.The process to revietie two licences commenced #pril 2022in

liaison with the licenseedhe other main equestrian activity group in the park, Wellington Eventing

is managed with an event permit. There is no grazing associated with this permit.

The management plan directions and visie for restoring ecosystem health in parkis

Restricted Activityicences enar are due for renewalGreater Wellingtonvorksthroughthe
Restricted Activityprocess of review and assessment to determine whairoxements can be made
to support the Plan vision and ensure the actigtypports park values, delivers benefits antbig
impact and sustainablas possibleOther GW directions are also considered.
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2. Why is Greater Wellington making changes to horsekking and associated grazing in QEP?

¢2A0n ¢S 2 KSydz Sisthelmbidagementlarnsfar tighal parks-agd was adopted

by Council in 2020. It sets a vision ffestoring healthy ecosystemin supportof this it sets a high

level of environmental due diligence and precaution to support restoration of environmental health
across parksGrazing eativities are identified as high impact and require environmental assessment
before they araenewed,or new licences offered

Restoring the natural environment of the park is our focus, whilst improving facilitiese we can
for casual horse riding and events, such as the Wellington Eventing concd$maareas in the park
where horse grazing has been taking place were regubtty concessionairesnd otherg to be very
wet and unsuitable for graziné\n investigation by ougnvironmental scientistbas identified that
the areas currently grazed b LIStébles and th&n LIRdyi Club have wetlandSreater

2 S f A sckitigtyh@v@also advised the steeper dune slopes were fragile and unsuitable for
grazing by horses qonies

High intensity grazing has significant and unsuastile environmental impacts in areas such as
wetlandsandwaterways High intensity grazingontributes to sediment and nutrient run ofind
erosion of fragile dune land#s such these activities gpeogressivelypeing phased ouin Regional
Parks.

& o IS { S — :
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¢CKAad LI RR20O1 KFa 06SSy LINI 2F GKS YnpLIAGA {dlof
Three consecutive Ldifiaweather events have created wet than usuatonditions throughout the region.
This is one of the areas of park whités now been identified as wetland and no longensideredsuitable fol
ANFTAYy3Id ¢KS t | NdukarestdBalidn progtakryiedvill supdalt réstoration work here. The
photo was takerafter heavy rainfallpn one of the many site walks in the park with GW officers to investi
horse grazing locations.


https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-2/
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3. What is the Restricted Activity assessment process?

¢2A0n ¢S 2KSydzZZ KlFra | @Grarzy |
It has policiestules,and Actions for work in parks ToitiiTe Whenta

Parks Network Plan 2020-30
Et yhono ana nga mea kat:
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The Rules section is chapter 8

The restricted Activity process considers park values, impacts, and
benefits.

To achieve théan vision and goals high impact activities with little
public benefit are not generally supportefictivities which support

park values and the Plan vision amgreation experiences for many
people are supported over those with greater impacts and benefits f¢
a few. For high impact activities to be permitted in parkserall
benefits which support th&lan vision musbe able to be demonstrated.

Table 1: Activity permission approach in parks. Refer section 8. ‘Rules for use and development’

Activity permitted, some activity

conditions apply Compatibility with park values

Eg Walking, picnics, bike riding

High compatibility with park values

Activity permission levels

.lllllllllllllll.
Allowed Managed Restricted Prohibited
Artivities Activities Activities Activities
]
Some activity rules Various activity rules Detailed application Activities are
apply eg apply to ensure park including impact and incompatible with
Share with care values are protected be ne_flt assessment park values.
required.

codes Applications are not

Refer to Restricted accepted
Activity and AEE

guides in Appendix 2

Minimal impact
activity codes

Time, place,
activity rules

All
Restricted Activities are assessed using the headings and following the considerations detailed in
Appendix 3, the Restricted Activity guide.

AEE requirements are outlined in AppendixThis includes vegetation assessmenmt®ther
investigative wak.

Nga apitihanga / Appendix Two: Manaaki paka/caring for parks AAE guide
Nga apitihanga / Appendix Three: Restricted activity application guide

For details ee Greater Wellington Regional Courcilt 2 AGn ¢S 2 KSydzl  t I-NJ
2030(gw.govt.nz)

CGARY k

a bSi,


https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-2/
https://www.gw.govt.nz/your-region/plans-policies-and-bylaws/plans-and-reports/parks-plans/toitu-te-whenua-parks-network-plan-2020-2/
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4. What aboutthe Y n L{ony klub, why are they stilising the park for their activities and
grazing

Following advice frorour scientists asmall, low impact pony club grazing area will be continued
with reduced numberson land deemed suitable for this activi# lower impact area was found for
reduced horse numbers fafh LIRdNWAClub away from wetlands and steeganeland You can
check thekn LJRdny\Club social media pages for information about their activitigse park.

¢2 RIFIGS 2yte avyrtt FNBFa 2F LIN] FNRdzyR GKS aoOvYl
supporting horse grazing. These areas are insufficient to sustain a newtrekigag licence, so the
decision was made not to offer a new concession opportunity via public process at this stage.

There may be opportunities in future farsimilar horse trekking businesslising other park

facilities such ashie barn currenthowned bykn LJPdnyClub at the northern end of the park. This
area is also surroundday wetlandsbut has two areas where clean fill from the expressway
development was introduced to the parkhese smatileanfill areasmaybe suitable for future
equedrian arenadevelopmentpbut no decisions have been madad this has not been investigated
in any detail (apart from consideration of the parking areas for float parkifjonsfor adaptive
re-uses of the barn and associated aweidl be exploredhrough the master planning process in

2023 After thislater process could include a public expression of interest or request for proposal
type procesdor use of this or other facilitiesdowever, this area has also been identified as a
possible publitiorse camping area for short overnight stays. The benefits and impacts of different
2LIiA2ya oAttt 0S O2yaARSNBR OAlF (GKS LI NJ] YIFadSN L
consideration of different activities (Concession, Restricted ActivAEE, etc).
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5. Whywas ashort notice period giverfor exit whenhorses have been in the park for a long
time?

Greater Wellington offeredn LJStéblesan extended period of exthrough to the end of January

to enablethe horse trekkingpart of the businesto operate overthe summerschool holidaysAn

exit period for nortrekking related horse grazing through to rilcbcember was also offereln LIA i A
Stableshasextended thisoffer to its graziersand isactivelysupportinggraziers to find new places

on theKn LJEahgt Greater Wellington does not managjee currentarrangements withndividual
graziers but is aware of the how popular and important the park is for horse riding and activities.
Update: Greater Wellington ha announced that a temporary communigd extension of the exit

period via individual Agreements will be offered until the end of January 2023 for graziers who have
been unable to find new grazing arrangements.

A consultative process was followed wih LJStébles. Licence holder Rachael Martin informed
Greater Wellington about flooding issues and made practical suggestions for alternative parts of the
park to investigate. To support animal health in the winter horses were moved out of the inundated
licence areas to the dune area beside Whareroa R8athe of the areas that appeared to be
acceptablgor horseswere found to contain wetland specidsellowing a detailed investigatiorThe

basins within the duneland and the area between the old farm teauk \WWhareroa Stream are
examples of this. The latter was found to beadural wetland.

6. What community consultation about horse grazing has taken place and why are
environmental values so important?

Consultation to develop the new management plan for regional parks which sets the vision and
policy directions was extensive between 2018 and®0ais change is a result of work
implementing an environment first approachwhich is the direction sought for parks as expressed
through theconsultation processe® developt 2 A 0n ¢S 2 KSy dz @

The Plan also focuses on recreation experiences and this i ongoing and expanding. For

example, Greater Wellington was recently successful in receiving a grant for development of the
LINELI2ZASR W! {FGFNFXgl ¢N¥Y@SNBRSQ YR ¢gSGflyR ai2Ne
for details about the Akataraw& NJ @ S NIoSyHistander@lidg and walking route from QEP to

the Hutt Valley and horse riders will be a key user group.

¢2 GKS &dzLIR2 NI GKS ¢2Adn ¢S 2KSydzZ @GAraizys LX LY
environmental standards. Any negrazing licences must have overall benefits for the park and

LIS2LX S FYR 6S 26 AYLIOGd LY LINFOGAOS GKAA YSIy3
waterways, wetlands, cultural sites and practical considerations about mgking, sharediseof

facilities and minimising potential conflicts between activities. The current horse to hectare ratio of

the two existing horse grazing concessions is insuffickéndinglarger, less vulnerablareasmeans

that potential impacts can be more easilyoged or minimised. This is challenging.

Parks are governed by legislation such as the Reserves Act which has environmental protection
requirements. QEP is Crown owned land. This means that the requirements of the Conservation Act
also apply. A high leVvef environmental care is sought. The higher impacts of the past grazing

legacy are being addressed through this process of progressive change with an environment first
approach.
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QEP has been very accommodating to horse grazing for over 30 yearse bmehhas come to
phaseout the majority of it in favour oupporting casual equestrian usesstoring our

environment and meeting the challenge of climate chargesupportinghaturalresilience.

Wllowing high intensity grazirtg continuewould have further degraded the park environment and
denied the @portunitytoreSa G 6t AaK §KS LI Nbagsil Ofobsbederal f Sy GA NPy
Manager EnvironmeniThere are tradeffs that have to be made between®a (i 6t A A KA y 3 K S
natural environment;, and with it the return of native birds and plantsand providing facilities for
horse riding.

This area between the Old Farm Track and Whareroa Stream is outsid@piteStablesicense area but has
been used temporarily for horse grazing. As part of the investigation into alternative grazing areas for hor
scientists investigatethis areaandidentified itasnatural wetland. This area was previously grazed by stock
many years which contributes to its appearance of not looking like a typical vegetated wetland. Wetlands
have dry periods. It is often covered in bil@scluding noAnative Canada gees#)etland plants can be seen in
the photo. Restoratiormnd invasive species contrattivities will take place here in future

7.2SNB YIyl ¢KSydz b3aIndA ¢21 FyR ¢S " {GAlFgl 2KIF1l!

A

Greater Wellingtorconsultedextensivelywith mana whenua in developing P
the parks management plan. ForigiRestricted Activity reviewrocessas e
2dzif AYSR Ay ! LISYRAESSKNEBBAGFSR 2B

¢ S ' Whakardngotaivritten documentswhich expressdtheir values

andKkaitiakitanga relating to the park. Protecting cultural and environmental
values continue tde primaryconsiderationsThe assessmemrocessended
after no suitable grazing areas were found for horse trekkimgjness with
associated grazing.
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8. / I y Qjiist ndoBe the horses somewnhere else in the park

Greater Wellingtorhasthoroughlyinvestigaed other possibléhorsegrazingocationsin the park

We sought larger areas of park for relocation of horse grazing so that the horse to hectare ratio
could bereducedand any licence area land rotated and allowed time to rest and recover. This
meant looking for larger areas of park or significantly redubioxge numbers in a future trekking
business proposalThe possible suitable paddocks, or areas of paddocks found e.g. the eucalyptus
tree paddock approx.1.4 hg were small and would require a lot of additional fencingt@id and
protect the wetlandand associated low lyirgreaswithin them. When ve explored other areas, we
found more wetlandssigns of erosion in dunes incompatibility with other recreation activities

such as aeromodellers events See question 11 for more details.

9. WhatdirediA2ya FTNRY ¢2Adn ¢S 2KSydzad KIFIFS RNAGSY GK)J

The policies and rules 6f2 A G 0 ¢ &rethefo&sig fitwlthe Restricted Activity assessment

procesydetailed in Appendix 2 and.3)lany policies were in the previous management plan (2016)

andthen they wererefined through the tweyear process in consultation with mana whenua,
O2YYdzyAlle FyR O2dzyOAaf (2 RSEPolideskuppgrRhe RBrifvisighS ¢ 2 A (
for returning more benefits for the environment and people in parks. ThezeBdrpolicies in the

Plan. These are some of the most relevant ones:

b3an LNYFKF KFdZNBLA k bl ddzNIf KSNARGEFZAS
4P To utilise environmental science knowledge in the restoration of natural heritage. Restoration
opportunities are identified strategically, prioritising:
a. Benefits to overall natural heritage and the reduction of threats and impacts
b.Contribiil A2y (2 O0A2RAQGSNBAGEZI FTNBaAaKgl GSNI ljdzr t AGE |
targets
c. Mana whenua values and kaitiakitanga priorities including sustainable customary use and
mahinga kai
d. Areas previously grazed ktpek for restoration and erosion prone land
e. Threatened Forestcosystems and ecological corridor opportunities within and beyond park
boundaries
f. Communitylead and resourced initiatives where appropriate

5P To demonstratehighly sustainable practice in land managemeiailowing Greater Wellington

and territorial authority policies and rules, including District Plans, Greater Wellington Proposed
Natural Resources Plan, Regional Pest Management Plan, Biodiversity Saradegiier relevant

plans and strategies are complied with and exceeded wherever possibles includes vegetation
clearance, earthworks, discharges and nutrient impacts to land and water, works in and around
waterbodies and wetlands and activities in the stz environment.

6PTo protect and restore soil health and minimise impacts on wetland soil types:
a. Using appropriate methods to minimise erosion
b. Undertaking soil quality restoration activities such as indigenous vegetation restoration
c. Restoring peat formation processes
d. Through Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE) process, allowing beneficial and minimal
impact land uses

11PTo support a precautionary approach to minimising impacts on natural, cultural, landsiedpe

7
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recreation values, also considering possible benefits, by incorporating the Assessment of
Environmental Effects (AEE) into decision making processes (Refer AEE Guide, Appendix 2.)

12P To apply the management effects hierarchy prioritising the avaidaof impacts, then
minimising, then remedying informed by an AEE

Recreation activities, visitor enjoyment and safety

40P To support good access and facilities for horse riding and implement appropriate access
management systems

Planning processes

74P To meet, and exceed wherever practicable, the requirements of relevant statutes, National
Policy Statements, other nationalglicies and strategies and Greater Wellington policies, plans and
strategies and consider network utilities and emergency service needs

Plan RulegSection 8) identify all grazing as high impRestricted activitandrequiresAEE
assessmenprocessand K | i Wadza G Ayl oAf AGe .ApgdndesAaddS3x  F LILI &
outline requirements. Horse grazing directly supporti@gnporaryrecreation activitiesuch as
overnight campingventsis identified as a Managed activiynd alsorequires AEEonsideration(via
a check lisand concession conditions for managing impacts)

Appendiceswo andthree2 T ¢ 2 A (i 0 outlife the Ke§ujfadrentof the Restricted Activity
and AEE procesA detailed AEE was not preparéat a new horse trekking licence proposal with
associated grazinfpecausesite investigations found insufficient areas of park to support another
horse trekking concessian the park

The mostrelevant 2 A (1 n ¢ S\ctionk &g/ dzI

All parksActions

A5 Develop and implement a planned approach to removing livestock andecogation related
horse grazing from parks (except Battle Hill) to support conservation and recreation objectives.

QEP specifiéctions

A328 Progressely reduce grazed areas classified as originally being wetland and over time restore
hydrological functions and native flora following original habitat classification, water sensitive
design, hydrology best practice and science expert advice. Progressigelgt peat land to stop

further degradation and undertake riparian planting throughout the park.

A334 Where continual erosion is occurring, including sand blow outs, remove impacts such as stock
or weeds and restore to native habitat.

A340 ldentify a rangof sustainable land use improvements to minimise impacts on soil and water
health from recreation related horse grazing and incorporate changes into licences as they are
reviewed.

A341 Protect and improve freshwater biodiversity through the implementation of a sustainable
WTFFNY SY@ANBYYSYy(d LI I yQ TaydniindeBnelddingshkrS&eNi@zing. NI T A y 3

A344 Equestrian opportunities (Recreati@ixplore options throgh master planning for co
location and improvement of equestrian facilities for all groups to enhance the park as a casual
riding and equestrian sports destination.

A350 Investigate options for supporting equestrian events further

A351 Trail enhancement€onsider the identified community proposals for trails and improvements
through the proposed master planning process for the park including:
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w . NARfS gr& GNIAfAa FT2NI K2NBES NARSNEH

A360 Develop and implement conservation management plans to ensure protedtiignificant

cultural heritage sites and/or assets in liaison with mana whenua and others, such as:

w ¢KS Y2ZRAFASR fFyRaOlILISa 2F 2 KINBNRF FyR 21 Ay dz
w ¢KS '{ alNAYyS OIFYLI aAxidSa

w al OlF&Qa / NP aa A ygHorsg stablestusdar 0 fYndASR 1 2 F &KINJB A & G NJ
District Plan)

locn {dzLJLI2 NI ¢S ' GA ! gl (1A 2KF{FNRYy3I20GFA Ay NBI
Whakarongotai are able to protect the spiritual and emotional wellbeing of their people and all

GAAAUZ2NA K2 WEKS LINYQFYR 2KFENBNRI OFGOKYSYyGd | NB
0SAYy3 NBGdNYSR (G2 GKSANI yIdGdzNIf adladSQ +IftdzSa |

10. What other statutory plans and policieapply?

y

National Policy Statement. Amongst etis, the requirements of th€reshwater NPiaclude:

A z

alylI3S FTNBaAKglGSNIAY | gl ewdKI i WwIA@Sa STFTSOGQ
1 through involving tangata whenua
9 working with tangata whenua and communities to set out kbeagn visions in the regional policy
statement
9 prioritising the health and wellbeing of water bodies, then the essential needs of people, followed
by other ses.

11. Which areas of park were considered and excluded from consideratiorfditure horse
trekking business relategrazingor use and what were the consideratior

The objective of the overall review was to ensure that decision making was as evidence based as
possible, focusing on beneficmitcomes for theparkl Y R LIS2LX S 61 & 2dzift AYSR A\
¢2A0n ¢S 2KSydzr ARSY(dATAS ameHadd\idr 30t yekirs @SiondFHGy I NI
Action A341 identifies the need to protect and improve freshwater biodiversity. Sufficient hectare

areas to support resting of paddocks, and allow low horse carrying capacity to reduce soil compaction

and other impactand areas away from wetlands, streams (e.g. to reduce sediment and nutrient run

off) were sought.

Areas investigated for possible future horse trekking business grazing were limited to:
1 The formerly stock grazed areas of the park

f Those areas notalredd LJ NIi 2F GKS wSOf2F{1Ay3 tF LI Gdnnydz
or in the process of restoration by mana whenua, conservation and community groups

Areas of park deemed inappropriate for possible future horse grazing and excluded included:

1 Coastal dnelard and inland dunelandlope areas over fifteen degreesith wetland basins
andareas with signs of erosididentified during site visits)

f High value native ecosystemsall peat soilsii KS  WLJ2 LJX I NJ | @Sy dzXKNB SGf | yF
areas, all the kahikatea pukatea forest afea NEFSNJ ySEG YIF LI 06 KAOK A
Whenua).

1 Areas where there was incompatibility with other existing recreation activitigsadjacent
to aeromodellers or the main eventing aredich is also ragarly used for event parking


https://environment.govt.nz/acts-and-regulations/national-policy-statements/national-policy-statement-freshwater-management/
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9 Areas needed for parperationse.g.,old dairy shed in northerpark, or where there were
known security or other operational issues

Wetland areas (refer maps)

Archaeological sites or areas/values identified by mana whenua as being important for
protection

1 Kapiti Pony Club licen@d surroundingareas identified as wetlands, steeper dunelands or
restoration areas. Approximately 1.6 ha of former clean fill witdin the pony club licence
was identified as possible grazing area. This area is set to become the main northern park
entry off PoplarAvenue and could be a suitable location for overnight horse camping. Uses of
this area including the Kapiti Pony Clurib (if it becomes available) will be investigated in
the master planning process in 2023. The area is of insufficient size to support a horse trekking
business with associated grazing but it could also be suitable as weekend holding paddocks
for horse trekking horses. Kapiti Pony Club has reported ongoing security issues.

Investigation of possible future horse trekking business related grazing areas included officers from
across GW areas of expertise includiagks,biodiversity, environmental scienceyld management,
strategic planningandexternal consultants

Both currenthorse grazingagreementholderswere notified of the process and provided input in
relation to their needs, practical knowledge of the park and operational considerations. Fragmented
small areas of grazing far from park entranceservicesvere not considered to ban appropride
practical solution. Small holding paddocks for floating of horses for weekend treks was also not
considered to be workable financially for a new horse trekking proposal. This will however be
considered further through the master planning process in 2023

Restoration plantings are progressing across the park by mana whenua, community groups and GW tf
GKS [26 /I Nb2y ! OOSt SNIGA2Yy CdzyR 6 KAOK &dzLJLJ2 NI

10
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12. What are the different groups of wetlands?

Three groups of wetlands have been identified:

Historic wetlandsare areas that used to be wetland that no longer meet the RMA definition of
wetland but are good areas for wetland restoration.

RMA wetlands as used in this context, refer to areas that currently qualify as wetland under the
RSFTAYAGAR2Y Ay (GKS wa! o0dzi R2y QG YSSi GKS GSad G2
National Policy Statement on Freshwater Managen{eet they are wetlands that were not created

for a particular purpose, geothermal in origin or qualify as improved pasture). Thegpageareas

for wetland restoration.

Natural wetlandsare those areas that meet the RMA definition of wetland and were not
constructed by artificial means, geothermal wetlands; or qualify as improved pasture. Natural
wetlands are protected under the NatiahPolicy Statement on Freshwater Management and the
regional Natural Resources Plan. They must not be grazed.

LY FTRRAGAZ2Y G2 6SifFryR WINRAzZLJAQ GKSNB IINB 4Siftly
wetlands. Identificatiorand further mappingf allthe different types ofvetlandsin the park will be

dzy RSNIF 1Sy & LINIG 2F ¢SGflFYR NBaUw2NrdAzy LX I yyA
F2NBAGOI WYIFINBRKQ | YR YT Sanhaural $pilidg wag 8so foung Vikthin thel @S 06 €
Kapiti Sables licence area during the Restricted Activity Assessment process.

Storytelling proposed in the park will help raise awareness of the importance and variety of wetlands
and their functions they contribute to overall park and whenua ecosystem health.

13.Why ¢ 2 Y @ continue to permit horse grazing on all the different groups and types of
wetlands and what is the policy basis for this decision?
¢CKS ¢2Ad0n ¢S 2KSydzr LRtAOE o0l &aA& T2 0theRfatdhab A2y Y
and regional polies applyas well as the Resource Management Act.
DNB I (i SNJ 2 MNafurkl Rgsauices\PI@NRPolicies andules applyto private and public land
in the region In the NRP ite most relevantule isRule R98l.ivestock access to a surface water body
or the coastal marine are&ivestocks defined in NRP timclude horsesexcept while they are being
used for transportationUnder Rule R98(a) if the Natural wetland is identifieBdhedule A3
(outstanding natural wetland®)r Schedule F@dentified natural wetlands)then all livestock must
be excluded.

Note: The QEP wetlands have only recently been identified so they are nefithint Schedule A8r
F3of the NRPTo ensure thathe currency of the NRP is maintaingtese and other newly defined
wetlands will be added in a future amendment.

Under Rule R98(d)(if)the natural wetland is more than 0.05ha then stock accestiding by
horses shall not result in more than minor damageg. to vegetation, water quality, aquatic
ecosystem®r bypugging of soilThis rule applies from the timeNatural wetlands identified.

11
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http://pnrp.gw.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/19-Chapter-12-Schedules-Appeal-version-2022-FORMATTED.pdf
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This image shows an aredQEP to
the west of the Old Farm Track. Th
field investigation by GW scientist
has defined it as being Aatural
Wetland.This area shows extensive
pugging from temporary hors
grazing. Horses were moved he
from the Kapiti Stables licence ar
when these areas became too w
for grazing in winter 20220ther
areas of Natural wetland ar
defined on maps-5 below.

This image shows an area of parl
now defined as RMA wetlands
Whilst horsesmay be able to be
grazed in this areavithout causing &
damage GW is following theg
adl Gdzi 2 NB L2t A C
Whenua in its decision to no long
graze any wetland areas tife park
and focus on restoration and lo
impact activities Referto ¢ 2 A
Whenua policies above.

This image shows the park area to
the west of the Kapiti Stables barn
which scientists have identified as
WIAAG2NAROQ oSGt
used forKapiti Stables grazing and
parking for events by groups such
Eventing Wellington. Refer map 2
below. This area will no longer be
grazed but event parkingand some
low impactactivities may continue.
D2 Qa Yl &adSNJ LI |
restoration planning process will
considerfuture directions for this
areain more detail.

Restoring wetlands in the region is a priority given only 3% rer@ has adopted precautionary

approachto avoid grazing any identified wetlands. TiBiso supportt 2 A Gn ¢S & KSydzZ L2t A

directions andhe Planvision for restoring healthy ecosysterasross parkst KS ¢ 2AGn ¢S 2 KSy

visionisWwSad2NAyYy 3 KSIfidKe SO2aeéaidSyarhisieQdanclims o0 Sy STA
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communities long term vision for parkiscontinuing kgh impact activities such as grazisfg
wetlandsor fragile dune lands supports this vision.

14. What was the wetland assessment methodology?

The assessment methagsedto identify the presence or absence of wetlarfddowed the 2020
Ministry For the Environmenta 2 SG f | YR 5 St A yuSrgther2a2y Wetlahl Blahtdig.t ¢ >

Wetland ecologistsvalked the project area paddock by paddock, determined if normal
circumstances existed, and carried oulRapid assessment for wetland preseddsee Figurd

below). A delineatiorof each wetland area was then determined. There were three wetland states
determined. 1)natural wetlandg Subject to all the rules and regulations. 2) RMA wetlapidst
subject to the rules and regulations. Suitable for nativelegical restoration, but not suitable for
grazing. 3historic wetlands; Not subject to the rules and regulations. Suitable for grazing or
restoration. Maps showing each of these outcomes have been cre@itedmaps below indicate the
extent of wetlandsfound within theKn LJStébles licence area and adjoining areas.

Other considerationg determining areas suitable for graziwgre dune stability, slope, native

species present, mana whenua valepressedor the park the presence o$treams, other

recreation activities and concessionaires suckrad JAdioimodellersand the compatibility or

safety of proximity of thse activitiesto horses and archaeological sites. The investigation process to

see if we could find highly sustainable horse graaimgswas extensivé NEFTSNJ vo FyR ¢2Ad
Whenua Appendix 3)

Note these maps only show wetlands. They do not map anything ei§kilst the identification of

wetlands was a key part of decision making, other key considerations are outlin@andX®

above AIANI T Ay3 2y WblE{dzNItQ 6SGfFyRa @mAKovemdeSl a5 0
2022
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Figure 1: Flow chart of steps for hydrophytic (wetland) vegetation determination. Wetland
indicator status abbreviations: FAC= facultative; FACW = facultative wetland; OBL =

obligate wetland.
&
A
- Rapid Test Wetland
§ e - : Pass s X 2 3
Al dominant species > MW‘O
% OBLor FACW vegetiion
o]
lran
£ - oo T
. Dominance Test
Iel pass | Areall/most | No Wetland
>50% dominants dominants W
OBL, FACW or FAC | Fac? | ‘
b o oo o]
lran y
§ o
& Indicators of | ‘
hydric soil and No Non-wgtland
wetland hydrology | vegetation
present?
(L == e o
chs
o
2 Prevalence Index
9 Pass Wetland
A2 vegetation

7. The above procedure will be used in the vast majority of wetland delineations. However,
recent disturbance or abnormal environmental conditions may result in atypical or
problematic wetland situations in which one or more of the three criteria (vegetation,
hydrology, soils) is/are absent. In these cases, more information and quantitative data will
be required and the US procedures for these situations are recommended (sections E-G in
Environment Laboratory 1987, and subsequent updates).

The survey results for the Kapiti Stables and surrounding areas were as follows and the findings are
maps 25 below:
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All sand dunes within this area of Queen Elizabeth Park with a slope greater than 15 degrees are unsuitable
ecologically for horse grazing. Vegetation on the dunes during drought and dry periods is sparse and there is a
strong likelihood of the thin organic layer being broken and the underlying loose sands being exposed to
erosion.

Survey 2 — Kapiti Stables - leased paddocks and area options

Paddocks South of Whareroa road

Eventing paddock 1 south of Whareroa road (Water jum

Natural wetland detected. Much of the remainder of the paddock RMA and historic wetland. The line of the
eventing circuit was through the natural wetland in places, including the marines natural wetland. The native
macrophyte pond plant Myriophyllum propingum, was the dominant species in the constructed water jump.

Soil pit 1 = Wetland. Profile — Humic to 150 cm deep, 150cm - 300cm mottled dark organic silty loam, water
table at 250cm.

Dominant wetland vegetation
Juncus effusus var. effusus, Juncus planifolius, Juncus sarophorus, Agrostis stolonifera, Isolepis cemua var.
cemua, Isolepis prolifera, Lotus pedunculatus, Ranunculus repens, Holcus lanatus, and Rumex crispus.

Eventing paddock 2 south of Whareroa road (First valle

Natural wetland detected. Much of the remainder of the paddock RMA and historic wetland. The line of the
eventing circuit was through the natural wetland in places. Obvious wheel ruts, occasional browse, and
trampling noted.

Soil pit 1 = Wetland. Profile = Humic to 150 cm deep, 150cm - 300cm iron mottles, water table at 250cm.

Soil Pit 2 = Wetland. Profile — Organic/humic to 100cm, 1-200cm mottled organic silty loam, 2-300 Heavily iron
mottled silty loam. Watertable 250cm

Dominant wetland vegetation
Eleocharis acuta, Juncus planifolius, Juncus effuses var. effusus'occ’, Agrostis stolonifera, Isolepis cemua var.
cemua, Holcus lanatus.

Eventing paddocks south of Whareroa road — Tanks & Yankee trail.

Matural and RMA wetland detected. These open water wetlands are situated amongst tall dunes. Light
trampling and browse of the natural wetlands was observed.

No sail pits dug.
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Dominant wetland vegetation
Glyceria declinata, Juncus sarophorus, Agrostis stolonifera, Rumex crispus, Juncus articulatus, Isolepis
prolifera, paspalum distichum.

Paddocks north of the Whareroa road. (Map 2, Kapiti stables current licence area)

Map?2 Paddock 3.3ha. — West of the farm road and adiacent between road and whareroa stream

Natural wetlands detected. The remainder of the paddock is RMA wetland with an area of historic wetland at
the southern end.

Soil Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 100mm, 100 -170mm decomposed peat, 170 - 300mm silty clay.
Watertable = 270mm

Map 2 Paddock 2.47ha. Far flats — West of the farm road and adjacent between road and whareroa stream

Natural wetlands detected. The remainder of this paddock is either RMA or historic wetland.

Sail Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 150mm, 150 — 170 organic silty loam, 170 - 300mm decomposed peat.
Water table — 300mm

Map 2 Paddock 8.94ha? Southern hill - Long paddocks. frue right of Whareroa stream

Natural wetlands detected adjacent to Whareroa stream. The remainder of the flat/depresion areas of the
paddock are probably historic (Not confirmed) or RMA wetland. Paddock becomes wetter and contains more
natural wetland as you go south. Much of the northern portion of the paddock is historic wetland.

Sail Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Mixed organic and silty loams 0 — 300mm. Water table — 300mm
Soil Pit 2 = Wetland - Profile Mixed organic and silty loams 0 — 300mm. Water table — 290mm

Map 2 - Paddock 13.63ha Model Airstrip

Two natural wetlands detected. The remainder of this large paddock contains a number of flat/depresion areas
of the paddock that are probably historic (Not confirmed) or RMA wetland amongst tall sand dunes in the south
which become low and gentle closer to Whareroa stream. The natural depressions that flow north towards
Whareroa stream are isolated from much of the remainder of the paddock and possibly good candidates from
wetland restoration perspective.

Soil Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Clay loams with iron motties to 200mm, 200 — 300mm Sandy loam with reduced
chromes’.  Water table — 290mm.

Soil Pit 2 = Wetland - Profile Mixed sandy humic & loams to 200mm, 200 - 300mm sandy loam with
occasional mottles.
Water table — 260mm Puddles on the ground surface.
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Map 2 — Kapiti stables triangular horse paddock
No natural wetland detected. This paddock totally is made up of RMA and historic wetlands with the areas of
RMA wetland containing mostly open water over pasture and buttercup.

No Soil Pits dug.

Map 2 - Paddock 0.47ha Stables horse paddock
No natural wetland detected. This paddock totally is made up of RMA and historic wetlands.

Map 2 - Paddock 14.18ha Horse paddock

Two natural wetlands detected. The remainder of the paddock is historic or RMA wetland. The paddocks
closest to SH1 were extremely wet and much had a water depth of 400mm. The paddocks became drier closer
to the main farm access road.

Soil Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 70mm, 70 - 300mm Silty loam with mottles. ~ Water table — 270mm.

Soil Pit 2 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 100mm, 100 — 300mm Silty loam with mottles. ~ Water table —
300+mm. Soils below 300mm - pallic

Soil Pit 3 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 100mm, 100 — 280mm Sandy loam with mottles, 280 — 300mm Stoney
gravels (Old stream bed?).  Water table — 300+mm.

Soil Pit 4 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 100mm, 100 - 300mm Sandy loam with mottles. Water table — 250mm.

Soil Pit 5 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 130mm, 130 - 135 Stoney mottled soils, 135 - 300mm Silty loam with
reduced chromes'.  Water table — 250mm.

Map 2 - Paddock 5.73ha Horse paddock

Two natural wetlands detected. The remainder of the paddock is historic or RMA wetland. The paddocks
closest to SH1 were extremely wet with a water depth of 400mm. The paddocks became drier closer to the
main farm access road. A possible spring was also detected with a strong flow. However investigation of this
spring is needed to positively determine it is natural.

Soil Pit 1 = Wetland - Profile Humic sandy loams to 200mm, 200 - 300mm silty loam with iron mottles.
Water table — 220mm.

Sail Pit 2 = Wetland - Profile Humic to 150mm, 150 — 300mm highly degraded peats.
Water table - 270mm.
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15. How isY n L$talblés suppoting their grazing agreement holdefs

Rachael Martirof Kn LIStébles has informedsthat shehas been actively working to find grazing
opportunities on thekn LJEaadt and has been successfuliimding grazing fothe graziers lorses

so faron the Kapiti CoasiThere have been several offers of grazing on the Kapiti Coast, Horowhenua
and Wellington which are being explored by the graZiers

Greater Wellingtorgreatlyappreciates the support that Rachael lsvided throughout the review
process to investigate other possible options for a horse trek business with associated grazing in the
park She hagrovidingvaluable operationatonsiderationsand information throughout this process

and worked closely wit QEP park rangers in moving horses where and when required.

16.2 S KI @S WL SyGieQ 2F oSGt yREePsKed R2 ¢S ySSR
There areNational, Regionaland Dstrict level

policies andegulationswhichaim to protect

and restorethe wetlands that emain in the

Wellington RegiorWwith less tharthree per &
OSyid 2F (KS NBIA2Y Q3
has become even more important to protect
them from impacts such as grazing.

Wetlands are considered a priority for
restoration and to supportlimate change
mitigation and minimisationThe QEP peat
wetlands are also very important from a
climate change perspectiyas degrading
peat is a significant source of greenhouse g
emissions Healthy wetland environments
more resilient and help tprovide a buffer
for flooding and storm events.

The identification ofthe wetlandacross QEP
areasmeans they will now be prioritised for
restoration viaour regionalpark restoration
LINE AN YYSZT wSOt 2Foff A
more information on why wetlandare
important visitthis page

Greater Wellington scientists also discovered what appears to
significant spring in the park where the horses have been graz
This area will be investigated further and protected
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Natural wetlands in Eventing course area
were also found

The basins of duneland such as this have also been foube Katural, RMA or Historiwetlands. This area is ni
longerconsidered to be appropriate for grazing. Kapiti Stables grazing licence horses were temporarily mc
here when the licence area paddocks became too wet to support good animal husbandry imtée 8ome of
the Eventing Wellington crosuntry jumps will be relocated in future to protect these areas.
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17. Wont the removal of grazing lead tormincreasen fire risk?

Fire history for the park indicates that most fires start with unattended beach fites.small fire in
the park in 2020 was also started by people (using machinery when conditions werd/drigng
with others such as KCDC is important to help reduedHreat from human activitiesGW standard
operating procedures have been updatéd/e havea fire threat management plan for the park
which details a range of operational measures to manage seasonal fire gdneahinimise risks of
ignition (such as us of machinery when moisture content levels of vegetation are Id®gstoring
wetlands is one of thesalong withmowing grass verges beside tracksd actively working with
others to reduce incidence of fire from unattended beach fires in Raumati Sdigtorically this
and other human activities athe main cause of fire according foe and Emergency NZ data.

Restoring wetlands redusdire threat andprevalence ofveeds such as gorse and blackberry

18. How isgorsemanaged in the parR

Greater Wellington requirea resource consent to remove pest plant species from wetlantih

includes spraying and mulchingfke are currently working towards getting this consefit pest

plant species in nowetland areas will be controlled when thearea are ready for restoration
planting.We areplanningto plant approximately 80Ha at QEP in the next planting season. Followed

by a further 80Ha in the 24/25 planting season. The QEP nursery group, Friends group and others are
also undertaking restotan works in the park.
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Map 3.
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Map 4.
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19. Therel NBy Qi Y I y& NRIRY ry 3Wh douleGxdatdryVellingtddférther reduce

recreation opportunitiest Y R 6 K& OF y Qi NBONBIGA2y 3INIT Ay3a O2y

commercial trekking activit

Ourfocus is quite the opposite. We are working to improve facilitates for causal equestrian use in
the park.With the exit of commercial stock grazing in 2020 many new shasedracks have been
opened for horse riding and more are planned. Park Rangers are currently worlkopgioing a new
entrance for horse floats off Poplar AvenUddis will be ajuite largeand enable riders to easily
access the trails and beastarting from the northern part of the park

¢CKS F20dza 2F ¢2A0n ¢S 2KSydzZZ A& LINRGSOGAZ2Y I yR
benefit of people and nature. Any activity regardless of its commercial oicopnmercialor

recreation status is assessed basedpark values, impacts and benie$. Refer back to Qfbr an

illustration.

Impacts on park values and avoiding and minimising thesthesprimary consideration

An nsufficient area of parlwvas foundwhere natural values where natural, recreation or operational
values would not be agtrsely impactedby a horse trekking business with associated grazing.

Fortunately, a new, more sustainable area
was found for the pony club who had also
been in a wetland and fragile duneland
area.

For high impact activities to continue,
overall benetis must outweigh impacts.
When benefits are considered the case
of Kapiti Stablegheir licence agreement
had two components, trekking horses and
casual grazing.rékking activitieare more
broady beneficial than asual grazing for
personal benefit

The focus of GW management activities for
broader equestrian benefits is improving
trails and other facilities so mameople

can enjoy experiences parks.

Park Rangers have installedbumting blocks such as thime for
equestrian visitors to the park
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