
What's behind 
the whaitua process?



Why the whaitua process?

• There’s a 
national push to 
maintain and 
improve water 
quality

• Certain things 
regional councils 
must do



The whaitua



RMA and water management
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What does the NPS-FM require?

Identify the ways to, in your place:

• Maintain and improve water quality

• Safeguard ecosystems

• Improve water for contact recreation (e.g. swimming)

• Meet compulsory bottom lines for identified measures

While:

• Enabling economic well-being

• Considering climate change

• Recognising connections with coastal water



Example: 
National bottom line for nitrate toxicity



Image: https://www.melbournewater.com.au/getinvolved/education/pages/urban-water-cycle.aspx
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What are pressures on water here?

• Development 

– Lots of new houses and roads

– Lack of regulation of new development

• Under-investment in wastewater and 
stormwater 

• Catchment characteristics:

– Sensitive harbour 

– Steep slopes and sediment

– Changing climate



What’s the current state of water here?

• E. coli is a problem in both the streams and 
harbour, both urban and rural

• Excessive sedimentation rates in the 
harbour 

• Toxicant hot spots in some parts of harbour

• Ecosystem health is mixed

• Cultural uses and values very impacted



http://www.mfe.govt.nz/fresh-water/about-freshwater/wellington



What will be in the Committee’s WIP 
recommendations?

• Changes to the PNRP

– Fresh and coastal water objectives

– Limits for water quality and water quantity

– Rules and other methods

• Recommendations on investment, 
education and working with land owners



How will the Committee reach these 
recommendations?

• Modelling scenarios

• Working with communities

• Technical expertise

• Connecting with Ngāti Toa and council 
partners

• Drawing on the Harbour Strategy

• Building up knowledge, over and over



Committee’s work over 2018

• Identifying draft freshwater objectives

• Identifying ways to reach these objectives 
(policy packages)

• Talking further with communities about 
putting these together



Joining up planning for water
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