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Submission on the Proposed Natural Resources Plan for the
Wellington Region under Clause 6 of Schedule 1, Resource
Management Act 1991

To Greater Wellington Regional Council {Council)

Name of submitter: Vector Gas Limited (Vector)

Vector is making this submission in accordance with Clause 6 of Schedule 1, Resource
Management Act 1991.

Vector:

u could not gain an advantage in trade competition through this submission;
m  wishes to be heard in support of its submission; and

s would be prepared fo consider presenting a joint case at any hearing if others make a similar
submission.,

The specific details of Vector's submission, and decisions sought in relation to the provisions
contained in the chapters above, are contained in the attached table.

Address for service of submitter: c/- Beca Limited
PO Box 3942
Wellington 6140
Telephone: +64 4 550 5933
Mobile: +64 27 463 3031
Email: Hywel. Edwards@beca.com
Contact person: Hywel Edwards, Associate - Planning

Signature of the person authorised to sign on behalf of Vector Limited

Date: 25 September 2015
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1 Introduction to Vector

Vector Gas Limited ("Vector") is the owner and operator of approximately 2500km of high pressure
natural gas transmission pipelines throughout the North Island.

The below ground gas fransmission pipelines deliver gas from production stations in Taranaki
through to various towns and locations throughout the North Island. The gas transmission system
delivers gas to distribution networks via ‘Delivery Points’. Delivery Points are above ground
pressure regulating station sites which transition between gas in the high pressure system to the
medium to low pressure distribution pipeline network.

Within the Weliington region Vector owns and operates approximately 126km of high pressure gas
transmission pipeline and 10 Delivery Points. A location plan of the gas transmission system is
attached.

2 Typical Vector operations and activities

The section below provides a summary of the operations and activities undertaken by Vector which
are likely to require statutory approvals under the NRP. Further detail or explanations as to the
nature and scale of these operations and activities can be supplied on request.

2.1 Maintenance, replacement, upgrade, removal and development

Activities and operations related to maintaining, replacing, upgrading, removal or developing the
Vector network typically involve those identified in the table below:

Land Use Activities

Open trenching / To access the existing pipe or in preparation for a replacement or new pipe to be

earthworks lzid (and back-filling / compaction upon completion of the works).

Horizontal Directional A trenchless consiruction method used to install pipelines where conventional

Drilling construction (open trenching} are not feasible or practicable, or wilt potentially
cause unacceptable adverse effects in Vecior's opinion,

Earthworks and To enable and provide access to Vector's assets through Roading and tracking

vegetation clearance activities and also potentially to establish construction yards.

Reinstatement Reinstatement of disturbed soil and vegetation post construction works.

Discharges to Air.| .

Gas venting Associated with tie-in works' whereby pressure in the pipeline is reduced and
delivery staging venting. Natural gas itself is odourless therefore an odorant is
added to the gas to enable detection for purging purposes.

Discharges to land and water: ©.

Drilling fluid This typically comprises water and bentonite, a naturally oceurring and
environmentally safe clay mineral containing no polymer additives or chemical
treatments. Fluid is largely re-used in drilling operations but some residual

! Connecting new / replacement and existing pipe sections
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{minimal} fluid recovered at the end of the project is often dispersed onto land

Dewatering of trenches In areas with a high water table (e.g. the Kapiti Coast), de-watering of open
trenches is required to enable pipe works and for healih and safety reasons.

Hydro-testing Hydro-testing are often required when commissicning new pipelines which

require a discharge of water to receiving environmenis.

Pipe(s) traversing or The gas pipeline traverses and runs parallel to many waterbodies, including

running paraltel to the wetlands. Works in, over and under the beds of waterways is often required.
beds of waterways

2.2 Protection from third party works

The high pressure gas transmission pipelines are required to meet the safety and operational
requirements of the Health and Safety in Employment (Pipelines) Regulations 1999 and the
operating code Standard AS2885 Pipelines — Gas and Liguid Petroleum (AS2885). Vector is
required to ensure the protection and integrity of the pipeline is maintained to ensure the safety of
the public, property, and the environment.

Third party interference is one of the main risks to the safety and integrity of the underground
pipelines. Activities which may affect the gas pipelines should take into account the location and
protection requirements of the pipelines. Activities in the vicinity of gas transmission pipeline should
be carried out, as far as practicable, in such a way so as not to compromise the safe and efficient
operation of the pipeline.

3 Wellington Regional Policy Statement

The Wellington Regional Policy Statement (RPS) was made operative in 2010. ‘Regionally
significant infrastructure’ is defined in the RPS as including:

“pipelines for the distribution or transmission of natural or manufactured gas or petroleum”.

Key provisions in the RPS as they relate to enabling and protecting Vector's regionally significant
assets, operations and activities are:

Objective 10 The social, economic, cultural and environmental, benefits of regionally significant
infrastructure are recognised and protected.

Policies to achieve the objective through the regional (and district) plan

Policy 7: Recognising the benefits from renewable energy and regionally significant infrastructure —
regional and district plans

Policy 8: Protecting regionally significant infrastructure — regional and district plans

Pohcy to achieve the objective tﬁfbﬁgh the consideration in staty'tdr'y' approval processes .

Policy 39: Recognising the benefits from renewable energy and regionally significant infrastructure —
consideration

These provisions need to be ‘given effect {0" in the Natural Resources Plan. In the context of the
PNRP this essentially means ensuring that:
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the Vector network is able to be safely, effectively and efficiently operated, maintained, upgraded
and developed; and,

the adverse effects of development or activities in proximity to the Vector network are managed
to the extent that adverse effects on the network are reduced, minimised or avoided.

General Submission

Without limiting the generality of this general submission, Vector seeks decisions as sought in the
attached Schedule One, and any consequential relief required to achieve the relief sought.
Schedule One details the specific provisions that Vector is supportive of and / or opposes, and also
outlines relief sought by Vector to address concerns with the Proposed Natural Resources Plan as
currently drafted.

In summary, Vector's submission generally seeks that:

The PNRP continues to recognises that the gas transmission system is regionally singificant
infrastructure;

The gas transmission system is enabled to be safely, effectively and efficiently operated,
maintained, upgraded and developed (i.e. recognised and provided for), including through an
enabling activity status where there is a need for resource consent (i.e. discretionary activity
stafus as opposed to non-complying);

The gas transmission system is recognised as having functional and operational requirements
and constraints, including in respect of its location;

There may be some occasions where works undertaken by Vector may generate adverse
environmental effects, and therefore inclusion of the term ‘avoid’ in the policy framework needs
to be used appropriately;

That the adverse effects of third party development or activities in close proximity to the gas
transmissicns system are managed fo the extent that adverse effects on the network are
reduced or avoided;

That the assessment of applications for works and activities involving the gas transmission
system (as regionally significant infrastructure) consider the Best Practicable Option; and

That where third party activities are proposed in close proximity to the gas transmission system,
that Vector is explicitly identified as an affected party.
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DISCLAIMER:
This map is provided (ot mformation purpases anly.
Whilat cate has been taken in the preparation of this
map, Yector, is associates and iialed companies,

A actepts no liabi ity for the acturady 2nd completeness
of this map and makes no represenlalion or warrenty,
Express o7 Implied, in relation ta (he same.
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