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TO Jude Chittock 

FROM Hugh Dixon-Paver 

DATE 3 May 2019 

FILE NUMBER WGN980083 

 

Approval of receipt of application between 6 and 3 months prior to 

consent expiry – Porirua Wastewater Treatment Plant – renewal of 

consent WGN980083 – section 124 of the RMA 

Background 

Wellington Water Limited (WWL) operate the Porirua Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) on 

behalf of Porirua City Council, under consent suite WGN980083. Two of the consents expire in 2020 

(see table 1 below). Section 124(1)(d) of the Act requires the consent renewal application required to 

be lodged 6 months prior to consent expiry, unless the consent authority exercises its discretion to 

allow the application to be lodged during the period 6 months prior to expiry to 3 months prior to 

expiry per section 124(2) of the Act. 

WWL are currently engaged with GWRC (and others) in an extensive collaborative project regarding 

the entire wastewater network and the WWTP. 

Following discussion with GWRC and based on the volume and complexity of information required 

for this application; WWL have formally applied to GWRC for approval to lodge the consent renewal 

application within the period 6-3 months prior to the expiry of the current consent, in accordance with 

section 124(2) of the Act, specifically section 124(2)(d).  

Under section 124(2)(e) of the Act, GWRC may, at its discretion, allow the consent holder to continue 

to operate under the existing consent during this period until a new consent is either granted or 

declined, and all appeals are determined. 
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Table 1. Existing consents with expiry dates and proposed lodgement dates 

 

Pursuant to section 124(2)(e) of the Act, GWRC hereby exercises its discretion to allow the consent 

holder to continue to operate under the existing consent WGN980083 [33805] and [1536] during this 

period until a new consent is either granted or declined, and all appeals are determined.  

Lodgement of the application(s) shall occur no later than the proposed lodgement date referred to in 

Table 1 above. 

By way of approving the recommendations of this memorandum, please sign below. 

 

Hugh Dixon-Paver 
Resource Advisor 

Environment Management 

 

 

Jude Chittock 
Team Leader 

Environment Management 

 

Consent number Purpose Expiry date Proposed lodgement 

date 

980083 [33805]  To discharge treated 

wastewater to the 

Coastal Marine Area 

6 July 2020 By 6 April 2020 

980083 [1536] To discharge 

contaminants to air 

31 May 2020 By 28 February 2020 


	Application for Resource Consent
	1 Introduction
	1.1 History of the Porirua WWTP
	1.2 The Porirua wastewater system
	1.2.1 Environmental impacts of the overall wastewater system


	2 Activity Description
	2.
	2.1 Summary of the proposal
	2.2 Location of the discharge
	2.3 Description of Porirua WWTP processes
	2.4 WWTP upgrades during current consent period
	2.5 WWTP capacity and bypasses
	2.6 Population and wastewater flows
	2.7 Characterisation of the wastewater discharge
	2.7.1 Existing wastewater quality
	2.7.2 Emerging organic contaminants
	2.7.3 Direct toxicity assessment
	2.7.4 Future treated wastewater quality

	2.8 Compliance with existing consent conditions
	2.8.1 Wastewater discharge flow
	2.8.2 Wastewater quality standards
	2.8.3 Compliance summary


	3 The Receiving Environment
	3.
	3.1 Physical character and values of the coastline
	3.2 Hydrodynamics
	3.3 Coastal water quality
	3.3.1 Routine recreational water quality monitoring
	3.3.2 Porirua Stormwater Monitoring
	3.3.3 Porirua WWTP Bypass Event Monitoring

	3.4 Marine ecology
	3.4.1 Ecological values
	3.4.2 Nearshore and offshore rocky habitats
	3.4.3 Soft sediment habitats
	3.4.4 Marine mammals
	3.4.5 Avifauna

	3.5 Landscape and Natural Character
	3.6 Recreation use and values
	3.7 The Existing Environment – Te Moana o Raukawa
	3.7.1 Associations with Polynesian explorers
	3.7.2 Ngāti Toa’s maritime trading empire
	3.7.3 Mahinga kai
	3.7.4 Customary fishing practises
	3.7.5 Coastal settlement


	4 Resource Consent Requirements
	4.
	4.1 Section 15 of the RMA
	4.2 Regional Coastal Plan
	4.3 Proposed Natural Resources Plan
	4.4 Activity Status Summary
	4.5 Related Activities
	4.5.1 Outfall structure
	4.5.2 The operation of the WWTP
	4.5.3 The discharge of contaminant to air


	5 Assessment of Environmental Effects
	5.
	5.1 Introduction
	5.2 Positive effects
	5.3 Approach to assessment of ecological and water quality effects
	5.3.1 Assessment criteria
	5.3.2 Zone of reasonable mixing

	5.4 Dilution and Dispersion
	5.4.1 Investigations
	5.4.2 Near field and far field processes
	5.4.3 Scenario Results

	5.5 Effects on physico-chemical water quality
	5.5.1 Oil and grease films, scums and foam
	5.5.2 Effects on suspended solids, colour and visual clarity

	5.6 Effects on microbiological water quality
	5.6.1 Enterococci concentrations in coastal waters
	5.6.2 Quantitative microbial risk assessment
	Introduction
	The QMRA process
	Contact recreation and shellfish gathering “exposure” sites
	Fifteen contact recreation and shellfish gathering “exposure” sites (Figure 5-1) were identified from the DHI hydrodynamic modelling and the results of the recreation assessment (Appendix H).  Three shellfish gathering sites were included to capture r...
	Assessment of health risks
	QMRA conclusions

	5.7 Recreation effects
	5.8 Effects on aquatic Life
	5.8.1 Introduction
	5.8.2 Temperature, pH, oxygen depletion
	5.8.3 Suspended and deposited sediment
	5.8.4 Salinity
	5.8.5 Nutrients
	5.8.6 Potential toxic effects on benthic biota
	Chemical specific toxicity
	Direct toxicity assessment
	Emerging organic contaminants
	Bioaccumulation
	Toxicity of future discharges
	5.8.7 Effects on marine mammals
	5.8.8 Effects on avifauna

	5.9 Natural character, landscape and visual effects
	5.9.1 Natural Character
	5.9.2 Landscape Effects (Including effects on Seascape Character)
	5.9.3 Visual Effects

	5.10 Effects on Values of Significance to Ngāti Toa
	5.11 Effects of WWTP discharges until 2023
	5.12 Summary of potential environmental effects
	5.13 Standard conditions and additional mitigation measures
	5.13.1 Standard conditions
	5.13.2 Additional mitigation measures
	5.13.3 Monitor – Wastewater quality and receiving water quality
	5.13.4 Monitor – Ecological Survey
	5.13.5 Monitor – UV dose validation
	5.13.6 Review – Monitoring and technology review
	5.13.7 Respond – Action Plan
	5.13.8 Respond – Review conditions


	6 Alternatives Assessment
	7 Stakeholder engagement
	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	7.1 Overview
	7.2 Collaborative Group
	7.3 Public Consultation
	7.3.1 Engagement Approach
	7.3.2 Previous Engagement
	7.3.3 Engagement Actions
	Low level public information campaign:  November 2018 – present
	Stakeholder meetings
	Public open days
	Wastewater Treatment Plant Site visits
	7.3.4 Feedback Received

	7.4 Marine and Coastal Area Act 2011

	8 Statutory Considerations
	8.
	8.1 Section 104 of the Resource Management Act 1991
	8.1.1 Section 104(1)(a) RMA: Actual and Potential Environmental Effects
	8.1.2 Section 104(1)(b) RMA: Relevant Provisions
	8.1.3 Section 104 (1) (c) RMA  : Other Matters

	8.2 Section 105 of the Resource Management Act 1991
	8.3 Section 107
	8.4 Part 2 of the Resource Management Act 1991

	9 Notification
	10 Consent Duration Considerations
	11 Conclusion
	Abbreviations & Glossary
	References

