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Habitat Assessment Template for Consented River Maintenance Work 
requiring between three and six days work in the wetted river channel 

Western Rivers 
Applicable consent 
�   WGNxxx – Wainuiomata River �   WGNxxx – Hutt River 
�   WGNxxx – Waikanae River �   WGNxxx – Otaki River 
Type of Work Proposed 
�  Bed re-contouring; lineal metres           (m) �  Groyne construction; lineal metres        (m) 
�  Other:                                                                                                  lineal metres         (m) 
Date of pre-works assessment:  Assessors name:  

Date of work:  Landowners Name:  

Location of assessment: 
River cross section: XS           ; +          (m)   to   XS           ; +            (m) 
� Right Bank � Left Bank � Mid Channel 
Pre-works Habitat Assessment 
Site length  
(definition) Approximate length of assessment site:                   (m) 

Photographic record 

Wetted vs. dry 
channel width 

Average wetted width over assessment site:            (m) 
 
Average dry width over assessment site:              (m) 

Pre-works photo date: 

Flow conditions �  Low flow �  Base flow �  High flow 

Flow types present 
In linear metres 
(definition) 

Rapid:          (m) 

Deep run:             (m) 

 

Shallow run:          
(m) Riffle:            (m) 

Pools:             (m) 

 

Pools (number):           

Maximum depth found 
within assessment site 

 
Maximum depth:               (m) 

 
Approximate lineal distance of max depth length: 
             (m) 

Wetted bank habitat 
(definition) Total length of wetted habitat against bank:                   (m) 

Overhanging 
vegetation Total length of overhanging vegetation:                    (m) 

Bank undercut 
 Total length of undercut:                      (m) 
Channel shape �  Artificially channelised �  Straight �  Weakly sinuous � Strongly sinuous 

Braided channel? �  Single thread channel �  Split channel �  Braided channel 
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Post-works Habitat Assessment 
Date of post-works assessment:  Assessors name:  

Site length  
(definition) Approximate length of assessment site:                   (m) 

Photographic record 

Wetted vs. dry 
channel width 

Average wetted width over assessment site:            (m) 
 
Average dry width over assessment site:              (m) 

Pre-works photo date: 

Flow conditions �  Low flow �  Base flow �  High flow 

Flow types present 
In linear metres 
(definition) Rapid:          (m) 

Deep run:             (m) 
 

Shallow run          (m) Riffle:            (m) 

Pools:             (m) 
 

Pools (number):           

Maximum depth found 
within assessment site 

 
Maximum depth:               (m) 

 
Approximate lineal distance of run length             (m) 

Wetted bank habitat 
(definition) Total length of wetted habitat against bank:                   (m) 

Overhanging 
vegetation Total length of overhanging vegetation:                    (m) 

Bank undercut 
 Total length of undercut:                      (m) 

Channel shape �  Artificially channelised �  Straight �  Weakly sinuous � Strongly sinuous 

Braided channel? �  Single thread channel �  Split channel �  Braided channel 

Aerial perspective of work site 

Before work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After work 

Flow path 
Has the flow trajectory been changed in such a way that it will affect downstream habitat:   � yes    � no.  If yes 
what are the effects: 
Backwater habitat 
Has existing backwater habitat at this work site been affected by the works: � yes    � no.   If yes, provide 
details: 
Has new backwater habitat been created at the works site: � yes    � no.  If yes provide details: 
 
What other ‘best practice’ methods have been implemented at the site: 
 

 

 
 

�
�
�


