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I. Introduction

In addition to datennining the reinuneration of elected meInbers. the
Remuneration Authority (the Authority) is required to detennine the
allowances and expenses of all elected meInhers

Every year the Authority asks each local autlTority to provide the proposed
InIes for the recovery of expenses Incurred by elected In61nbers. The Authority
tlTen makes a dateitnination, prescribing the rules that apply

In developing this policy, key factors have beeiT fanTiess to elected members
and ratepayers, and administrative efficiency. Therefore, where possible,
standard allowaiTces are based o1\ fair ai}d reasonable estiinates of costs

incurred, rather tlTai\ ^equiring a clann to be made

This policy should be read In conjunction witlT the Council's Sensitive
Expenditure Policy (Elected Meinbers)

Policy on allowances and expenses2.

2.1 Parking

Elected members will be provided witlT parking spaces at the Regional Council
Centre for tlieir use when o1T council business

Two dedicated parking spaces forthe Chair and Deputy Chair will be provided
11T the baseinent of the Regional Council Centre. Five dedicated spaces will be
provided 11T the laines Siniths Council Cm' Park, witlT additional spaces
resetved for elected In 61nbers onineeting days

Elected Trioinbers who Incur parking charges wheiT o1\ Council business at other
locations are entitled to reiinburseinent of the actual cost

2.2 Use of public transport

Elected meltTbeTs who travel by public transportin relation to Council business
are 61}titled to rentTburseinent of the actual cost. Evidence of the cost IncuiTed

should be provided

2.3 Chair's vehicle

The Chair of the Council will be provided witl\ a vehicle. IftlTe Chair elects to
have the vehicle available for' private use, a deductioiT will be Inade froin their
salary as deterrnined by the Authority

2.4 Mileage allowance

Subject to the Intelpretatioi\ and exceptions listed below, elected InGinbers,
excluding tlTe Chair* are entitled to a Inneage allowance when using tlTelT own
vehicle for Council business. The rate payable froin I July 2011 is subject to
the following conditions
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The first 30 kilometres travelled each day is not 61/01ble for
mileage

The first 5000 kiloinetres of 61/01ble InIleaoe clanned by an
elected Inember in any financial year shall be subject to aiT
allowance of $0.74 per kilometre

Any eligible InIleaoe over 5000 kilometres claimed by an elected
meInbe^ 11T any financial year shall be subject to ai} allowance of
$0.35 per kiloinetre

Interpretation

Witli respect to Inileage allowances and reinTburseinent of public transport
costs, the tenn "Council business"includes attendance at the following

. Official InGetings of tlie Council and any coininittee and subcotniTTittee of
Council

. Councilworkshops

. Meetings and workshops of advisory gi'oups established by Council

. Meetinos and workshops of exten}al bodies to whiclitlie elected TITeinber
has heel\ appointed by Council

. Statutory nearings

. Meetings of Council-owned companies

. All external event or InGeting where there ITas been

a resolution of Council or a coininittee, or
aiT autlTortsatioiT by tlTe Council Chair, or
witlT respect to the In61Tibe^ of a coltnnittee, ai\ authorisation by the
Chairperson of that coininittee

. Visits to, and tours of, facilities or sites or works foi. whiclitl\e Councilis
responsible, or 11as Invol\, Gineiit, or whicli \\, 1/1 be the subject of buslness to
coine before t}\e Council or ally coiniTiittee

. SGIninars and training courses where tlTe elected ITTeinber's attendance has
been authorised

. Constituency meetings

. Discussions witlicoininittee Chairpersons or Council officers

. Consultatioi} with Mayors, territorial autliority coininittee Chalmersons, o1
elected 11Tembers



. Official briefings

Mileage may include travelto and from the member's residence, If the travel
Is

(a) in the Inember's own vehide; and

(b) o1} Council business as outlined above; and

(c) by tlTe InOSt direct route reasonable in the circumstances

"Council business" does not include events where the priinary focus is on
social activity

Exceptions

. If Greater Wellington is providing transport, and ai} elected IneiTibeT cliooses
- for personal reasons - to travel separately, tl\ey will not be entitled to a
velTicle allowance

. Where ai\ elected ITTeinber GIIooses for' personal reasons to travel by private
Inotor vehicle to a conference or SGIninar outside of the WellingtoIT region,
tiley will be entitled to no Inore than the cheapest equivalent air fines
available for the day(s) of travel, where sucli fares are less than tlie InIleage
allowance at ordinary rates

2.5 Communications allowance

It is expected that Councillors nave tlieir owlT IToine coinpute^ witlT 11Tteniet
connection, a nome telephone and Inobile phone and that these iteins are
available for Councillors to use for their Council related business

Elected InGII\bers navino sucli iteins available for Council business are eligible
The rate payable will be theto receive a coininunications allowance

maxinTuin rate datenTTined by the Authority. The rate will be reduced by the
following amounts for any Individual iteiTT t}Tat the Councillor does ITot have
a\, allable for. Council related business

Personal coiTTputer/laptop witlT TritenTet connection: one half

I\lobile phone: one third

Landline telephone: one thiTd

As ai\ alternative to providing tlTeir owlT personal coiTiputa' for Council
business use, all elected 11TeiT}ber may be issued witli a standard specification
Greater Wellington laptop computer for' use on Council business. The
provision of SUGli equipinent would result 111 the InaxiiiTuiiT allowance payable
to tlie ITTeinbeT being reduced by 50% and is subject to tlTo following
conditions

"/
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The use of the laptop must be in accordance witlT Greater
Wellington's 1,101'171dtioii Technology, Sec!{11n; rutd Use Poficv

Any consumables associated with tlie use of the laptop are tlie
responsibility oftl}e elected meInber

Greater' WellinotoiT will provide a ITTobile phone for the Chair and cover' all
expenses associated witl} the use of that phone o1T Council business. The phone
reinains the property oftlie Council, and the coininunicatioiT allowance payable
to tlTe Chair will be reduced as outlined above to reflect tlie provisioiT of tile
phone

The laptop remains Greater Wellington propelty at antimes and
must beretumed when requested

2.6 Traveltime allowance

Elected Inembers, excluding the Chair, are entitled to a traveltime allowance in
relatioiT to travel LUTdertakeiiiii relation to Council business. The rate payable
will be tlie ITiaxiinuin rate dateiTnined by tlTe AutlTority, and is subject to the
following condition

The first two hours of travel tnne each day is not eligible for. the
allowance

2.7 Conferences, courses, seminars etc.

Elected Inembers who have been authorised to attend a conference, course,
SGInina^ etc. will have attendance fees, travel, accoininodation, ai}d meals paid
for. Unless otherwise agreed by the Chief Executive, all travel and
accoiTTinodation will be booked thi. ouoli Democratic Services

Core training will be organised by Delnocratic Services. Approval for
Councillor attendaiTce at one-off events 11T New Zealand will be approved by
tlTe Council Chair; in the case of attendance by the Chair the approval will be
by the ChiefExecutive and ChiefFinancial Officer

Overseas conference attendance is to be approved by Council, consistent with
the Council's Sensitive Expenditure Policy (Elected Meinbers)

2.8 Newspaper subscription

TITe Chair shall be entitled to a subscriptioiT providing for IToine delivery of the
local dally newspaper to their 1101ninated 1101ne address

2.9 Clothing

Councillors Inay be supplied witlijackets and coats beai'Ing tlie Council's
branding. These remain Council property at alltimes

2.10 Stationery

Stationery is available o11request for use o11 Council business



2.11 Councillors' office

Elected members are entitled to use the Councillors' office on level 5 of the

Regional Council Centre for Councilbusiness purposes. The office is equipped
with a desk, phone, and a coinputer

Travelinsurance

Travelinsurance will be provided for overseas travel o1T Council business

Personal accident insurance

Greater' Wellington's personal accident Insurance Includes cover for the death
or bodily Injury of all elected Inember. Any payiTTent received as a result of a
CTaiin Inade under t}Tis cover' 111 respect of aiT elected ITTeiiiber Is payable to the
Council, and will be utilised for. Council purposes only, e. g. as a contribution to
the costs of running an extraordinary election. No payinent will be made to the
elected In61nber who is tlIe subject of the claim

Payment

Where applicable, allowances will be paid fortnightly

Clanns for expenses should be Inade fortnightly o1T the fortns provided, Innst
be Inade no later' than three Inonths after' the date concerned, and should
include all relevant receipts. Payinent of clani\s Inade after that date requires
tl}e approval oftlie Council Chair

Payinent will be Inade by direct credit

2.12

2.13

2.14
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