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Water stories in the
news

Learning outcomes

Students can explain the importance of water conservation.

Students can explain the importance of healthy waterways.

Method

1. Students read the articles on the worksheets (BLM 9a,b,c) as a language
or homework activity. They then complete the focus questions on the

worksheets.

As a class, discuss the students’ own experiences of water pollution and
water wastage. How do they compare with the newspaper articles? Did
the articles surprise the students at all?

The students could invent or mock up a news story about the results of
the work of Waitohu Stream Care group. The story could address the
following issues:

Who was involved in the Waitohu Stream Care group?
What have they achieved?
How does the stream look nowadays?

What is the greatest challenge to keeping the stream clean from now
on?

Alternatively, the students could interview a local group of people who are
caring for a stream, and write their story.

Teachers' notes

This activity could be done as part of a language exercise. In this way it is
possible to integrate environmental education throughout the curriculum.
Links can also be made to the Arts (murals, posters, cartoons), Health and
Physical Education (safety plans), Technology (production of water-saving
devices), Mathematics (estimating and measuring water use), and Social
Studies (how people view and value the environment) Curricula.
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Waterway sick,
says survey

The lower Waitohu Stream is one of the sickest
aterways in the i vegion, ing to &
Wellington Regional Council survey.

The main ination problem is the pouri
stream, which flows through the middle of Otaki and
into the Waitohu, carrying high levels of faecal col-
ifopéns -- indicating contamination from sewer pipes.
WRC are working with KCDC to find the source of
contamination, possibly cross connection problems

“ between sewer and stormwater pipes. The stream is
also polluted by farm run-off.

The local Waitohu Stream Care group have been
monitoring the stream and preparing to plant the
banks, working with help from the WRC.

“Ir’s a shining example of iocal determination to

‘ testore the environment,” said Kapiti regional coun-
citlor Chris Turver.
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