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Tami Woods

From: Jenny Jorgensen [ralph_jenny@paradise.net.nz]

Sent: Monday, 15 June 2009 3:52 p.m.

To: Murray McLea

Cc: ‘John Easther'

Subject: Proposed Regional Policy Statement for the Wellington Region

Attention M urray McLea

MAKARA GUARDIANS INCORPORATED (T he Society)

Submissions on the Proposed Regional Policy Stateme

The Society submitted on the draft.

The Society has concerns with some of the objextipelicies and methods in the Proposed RegionayPo
Statement (‘PRPS’). It appears to us that resgdefithe rural area of the Wellington District withve the
potential to be unduly and unnecessarily adveraiycted if the Policy is not amended.

The Makara Ohariu Community Board is also subngttn the Policy and the Society supports the Bgard’
submissions.

OBJECTIVES9&10

Policy 6 and 38:

Policy 6 defines renewable energy as energy pratifroen various sources including solar. We suppust
view. However, when the Policy becomes more sfgeafich as in paragraph 38(b), renewable enemyis
to be considered is limited to only wind and marifide term ‘nationally significant’ is used to ddbe the
level of these renewable energy resources and ihaieo a reference to the need to place these @or
generation facilities near to where these resowsges.

We question why solar has been ignored when thdéiyedn Region also has a very healthy solar resmur
(Generally New Zealand has almost double the sekurce of most of Europe). An emphasis on galzl
we can see no good reason why this renewable msshould be ignored) will have the added benéfit o
highlighting the sunny aspect of the Wellington Reg Acknowledgement of the Wellington Region as
sunny will encourage more residents to seek outiigébn as a place to live and attract more trarsito
seek out Wellington as a place to visit. Overytbars Wellington has generally received more suneshour
that the other main centres: Christchurch, Dunadish Auckland. However, Christchurch has now ovenak
Wellington in terms of population and Wellingtonfédling behind. Wellington City is now only thhkitd
largest city in the country. Highlighting Wellingtts solar resource could help to reverse this trend

There is no good reason why wind turbines mustibegg near to people just because the wind power
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developers say that the wind happens to be “gaodhiarea that is populated. Meridian Energy gt
Terawhiti Station/ Makara Farm was “the best wingvpr site in the world”, but when they investigatkd
site properly they found that turbines could nobbét on most of the land because of excessivalwin
turbulence. Just because an area is windy doesegessarily make it an ideal wind farm site.

So we do not believe that there should be an engpbaseeding to place wind generation near whesset
resources exist if this means placing wind turbimear homes. There are plenty of suitable plamewihd
power in the Wellington Region that will not advegsaffect residents. Where residents can sedhbgtare
being considered as important rather than igndtiegorotection of their amenity values in favoumanhd
power supremacy, then more people will want to iivévellington. Christchurch and Auckland will befit
from a Wellington Regional Policy that encourag@&sd power over amenity values.

We submit that what is being forgotten in the “réiehwind power” if that what is also of fundameinta
national significance, is a well and well functiogisociety.

The term ‘national significance’ in the proposedi@ois inappropriate. The term should not be uigettis
context as it is a term particularly associatedhwétsource consent ‘weighting’ considerations dralikl not
be confused as a consideration of the same kirel ki¢e suggest the words “the nationally significahbe
deleted and (b) begin with the words “wind, maramel solar renewable energy resources ...".

OBJECTIVE 9 (c) The word ‘maximise’ should be changed to ‘make les of'. Maximise indicates a use

of all a resource at any cost, regardless of amyneonity or effects-based drawbacks, and as residdnt
Makara we can assure the Council that the costite@ammunity of Meridian’s West Wind project has
already been too great. The wind power developsrieen allowed to pollute far beyond its bounday
private property, with no compensation to the prgpewner. This has been allowed so that Meridian
make profit. The effect of this is that the adjagarivate property owner subsidises Meridian byvjing
the buffer zone that Meridian should have beenireduo provide as a condition of consent. Theimnijg
neighbor suffers the loss in value of his land assalt of reduction in amenity value caused byiredvpower
developer such as Meridian.

We submit that there must be a policy that requiriesl farm developers to contain all significanverse
effects within their own boundary or within the Imalary of the project to avoid this unjust enrichirian
developers such as Meridian, enrichment at theresgoef its neighbours.

At present wind farms are not utilities and so ¢hierno compensation under the Public Works Act.
If the Regional Council is going to push and suppond farm development over local residents’ areni

values then this injustice must first be addressealsimply assert (without any evidence) that wiadver is.
“in the national interest” is not good enough. sTheeds to be investigated.

OBJECTIVE 9 The Society submits addition of wording:
9(f) ‘do not adversely affect local communities’.
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OBJECTIVE 21

Policy 55(b):

The word ‘settlements’ excludes consideration of iadividual residential location within the ruralea and
the Society is concerned that this will be treaedllowing adverse affects for individual residesid=or a
fair and reasonable outcome this clause should“ssatlements and individual dwellings”. The nofse
some residents at Makara from West Wind” has ajréwen such that sleep deprivation has resultée T
Society believes that it is in the best intere$the Council to be cautious and much more conatdesf
residents. What the wind power developers willtiegdl Council (and others) and the truth is oftend &we
have experienced this first hand, very differemn(®times the complete opposite)

Policy 55(c):

While the intent of this clause is stated to be encoumnage for the location of residential settlementthie
rural area close to existing services, with userargy efficient design and renewable energy systém
Society submits that provision is likely to encagdarge scale generation plants in the rural angisthat
this is unjustified and unfair in this context.

We would like the opportunity to speak to this sigsion should the opportunity arise, and we théuek t
Council for giving us this opportunity to submit tms very important issue for our region.

Jenny Jorgensen

President

Makara Guardians Incorporated
Tel 04 476 6828
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