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DUILDING A BETTER WORLD

MWH Ref: 21449801

28 January 2009

Greater Wellington Regional Council
PO Box 41
MASTERTON

Attention: Deidre Ross
Resource Advisor, Environmental Regulation

Dear Deidre
Additional Comments in response to Greater Wellington officer comments

We set out below comments in response to comments by Deidre Ross as emailed on 22™ December 2008.
Each of the comments made by Deidre is set out below together with our response. In addition, at the end
we make some miner additional comments.

Flease also find enclosed a full set of plans referred to below and included in the original documentation, all
at Al.

Water Take Application

¢ 3.2 Surface Water Resources — this section makes no specific mention of spring which exits
from beneath current area of fill and flows in a westerly direction. As this is area to be used
for settlement pond construction there will be a need to separate it from the quarry
operations.

* Note interception of groundwater during quarrying or making a settlement pond would
require a further consent — essentially another bore permit — We cannot proceed to
notification if further consents are required

e 4.2.2/54 GW did not advise that this groundwater aquifer was under pressure — it is only
about 12% allocated, however it is true that more investigations would be required to see if
enough water could be drawn for the operation. It might be preferable during summer to
have access to bore water as at times the Taratahi water race is restricted due to low flows
in the Waingawa River and at such times industrial uses may be stopped (likely to be a
condition of consent for taking water from the race).

e 5.3 — last paragraph - Treatment of stormwater by pond and then filtering over vegetated
land - This is highly dependent on rate of flow and may not be adequate in a downpour — do
not want to see confaminated water flowing directly to streams

e  CDC letter providing conditions for water take — all water to be treated and then returned to
the network — ie the water race not other local streams or the wetland
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Bullet point 1 - The spring is outside the quarry operating boundaries, has been specifically excluded from
the lease area. It is beyond the area which will be affected by either excavation or the settlement pond.
Water from the site will pass through the setllement pond and into the "natural” drainage patlern of the site
(which has been excavated in the past in this area bul is not intended to be excavated further, except as
described below for the purposes of the setllement pond). This drainage then joins the water flowing from
the spring some distance downstream of the discharge from the setllement pond. As can be seen from the
plans and a site visit, the spring will not be affected.

Bullet point 2 - We have reviewed the design of the settlement pond, which is shown as having a slight fall
of “natural ground level" (in reality a formerly excavaled surface) across its length. A long section is
provided (Sheet C04 & CO05 Rev A). A level surface is required for maximum settlement, so either slight
excavation, or a combination of bunding and excavation may be necessary, Therefore we have provided a
further Application Form to cover off the possible need to excavate below the current ground surface. The
need for this consent would only be clarified at the stage of finalising the Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan, and therefore undertaken as part of meeting a condition of consent. Thus the form is provided on a
precautionary basis. Any effects would be de minimis, due to the relatively small area and limited depth
involved (up to 1m over part or possibly all of the area of the sediment pond), and the intention to consult
closely with GW while preparing the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. The assessment of effects for this
additional subsidiary consent should be considered as part of the consenis for the intended quarry
operation as a whole, and described in relation to the AEEs provided in association with the other consent
applications.

Bullet point 3 - Our notes (and review of client notes) from early meetings indicate that this was advised.
Your note provides new information to us. However, we do not consider thal to be an issue. It is not
intended to make continuous use of wash water, as only approximately one third of production is likely to
require washing (malerial to be used for concrete aggregates and sealing chip). There will be various
means of managing the timing and duration of washing, and a condition as suggested could be worked
around.

Bullet point 4 - The stormwater pond (and other sediment conlrol methods) will be sized and designed
taking into account design rainfall events, and will be subject to GW review. Preliminary designs and
description provided have been based on GW's Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for the
Wellington Region. It is important to note that runoff from the site is not "contaminated” in the normal sense
of the word.

Bullet point 5 - Our understanding of the condition you refer to is that the "network” referred to is the natural
drainage network, not the water race. It is not possible to separate out the wash water from the normal site
drainage following treatment, and even if this was possible, the water race is at a higher level than the
sediment treatment pond and would require pumping.

Quarry Management Plan

e 1.3.2 Existing fill please note “wood" is not Cleanfill

e 1.3.3 “There is no indication that the tip contains any potential contaminants — but it
contains wood?

e 1.3.4 Reference to 6m deep exploration pits — haven't these provided information on g/w
levels?
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® 1.3.5 The site does not intercept any surface water course ??what about spring

o Existing guarry floor is al or near g/w level ( summer or winlter?)

o Water feaving site appears fo be clean.. fras any waler qualily lesting been done
(could reveal contaminants tiat cannot be seen)

e 2.2.4 Extraction limit set at just above water table at 124m elevation — on what basis is this
considered to be sufficient to not intercept water table in winter? What precautions will be
taken to ensure winter water table is not intercepted — will machinery be at this level — serious
risk of contamination of g/w if water level rises over operating machinery — oil spills etc

o “the mobile screenfng, cruslifng and washiing plant will always be located on the
foor of the excavation’ so there /s still @ risk of contamination of groundwater even i
water table /s not intercepted — what is fo be done fo minimise risk of engine off
spiftages efe.

o 60% open guarry limiitation by legal document with Kiwi Lumber— fiowever s /s not
sufifcient fo miitigate aust and erosion potential — int fact we consider size of areas
exposed should not be more than 0.5 hectares af any one time — sife /s exposed fo
very strong winds and heavy rain in winter therefore need fo mininise exposed
surfaces.

e 3.3 - mentions spraying water in dry and windy conditions — will need an awful lot of water if
size of area exposed is not limited — how are the “large volume of water” to be maintained on
site

Bullet point 1 - Your comment relates to a descriplive paragraph covering history and ownership of the site,
and what is currently on the site. The writer has noted thal there is a small pile of fill which appears to
contain some random stray pieces of wood (from memory possibly old fence posts or tree branches). The
writer has viewed the material and advises that he considers it to be clean. By reference to the MIE
guidelines, untreated natural timber can in some circumstances be accepted at cleanfills, the main aspect
of concern appearing to be that timber does rot out over time and may lead to subsidence. In this case,
what is being described will be “cleaned up” as part of the overall operation.

o See comments above

o The reference here is to the gravel resource, in the context of the site's geclogy, not
groundwaler levels.

Bullet point 4 - As noted above the spring is outside the working area, and so there is no interception of any

surface water course.

- The comment about ground-water level is correct to the best of our understanding in terms of the
winter groundwater level. The quarry management plan was written prior to the availability of the bore
information, and we have no reason to alter this understanding.

- Mo water quality testing has been done and there is no reason o expect the groundwater to be
contaminated in the area being described.
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Bullet point 5 - Bore information has been provided, and a monitoring bore is to stay in place for the
duration of the quarry operation. We would expect a condition that required no excavation below the level of
the water table. As you will be aware, there is an agreement with the landowner to restore the site to a level
at least 0.5m above the water table. In terms of management of the site and any risk of oil spillages,
Wairarapa Aggregates has an environmental management policy and on-site operating practices which
effectively manage such risks on several existing sites. A specific plan and similar practices would be
applied to this site.

o See comment above.

o We disagree with the suggestion that dust cannot be effeclively managed on a sile greater than 0.5
hectares. There are numerous large quarries on large, steep and windy sites, and other aggregate
storage and management sites which effectively manage dust (including sites operated by
Wairarapa Aggregates). The quarry management plan sets out the means of mitigating adverse
effects and the intended staging of the development of the quarry. Wairarapa Aggregates would not
accepl a limilation along the lines suggested in your note. However, it would expect thal a range of
reasonable conditions would be atlached to consents.

o One means of dust management is the use of water spraying in windy conditions. This is by means
of a water cart (or carts). Carts will be filled from the site's water supply (subject of an application)
and retained in readiness for use.

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
* Appendix A has not been updated to show that no extraction is planned below g/w level

* 1.3 "Quarry run-off will be controlled by a sediment control pond excavated below the current
quarry floor level of 124m, into the water table.” In other words this will be a well for which a
bore permit is required! Is it necessary to excavate into the water table and if so how is g/w
water guality to be maintained? “ small area of wetland and some drains” actually there is a
spring with very clean water which should be preserved

o [Excavation in 3 stages — this is not sufficient restriction of size of area exposed af any one time
as stated above

o Truck Wash and filtration system — no mention of how contaminants from truckwash will be
kept from entering waterways

Bullet point 1 - We apologise for attaching an earlier version on the plan in Appendix A. Please replace
GEO01 Rev B with GEO1 Rev D. A copy of plan GED1 Rev D is enclosed at A1 and A3. Correct copies have
also been sent to Carterton District Council,

Bullet point 2 - The extent of excavaltion is discussed above (see bullet-point 2, Water take application
comments), and an application form is attached. It is not a well, as you suggest. The sediment pond will be
subject to specific design. It is to seitle water and sediment from the site and from on site washing
opearations, and will not contain any contaminents or additives from processing. The comments which
follow in your nole appear to be based on an expeciation of poor practice by the applicant, and is not
justified, along with a misunderstanding of the location of the spring and its relationship with site drainage.

Bullet point 3 - See comment above (under bullet-point 5, re quarry management plan). Appropriate
management and restoration of completed surfaces will be undertaken.

Bullet point 4 A truck wheel-wash area is shown on the quarry management plan. Water from this facility is
directed to the main sediment pond.
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Additional Comment on Erosion and Sediment Control Plan

In discussion with Al Cross about the application, he has advised that GW does not now favour large
sediment ponds out of a concern aboul wave action disturbing sediment within the ponds. This appears to
be a recent concern based on recenl experience. In discussion, it may be preferable to slightly reduce the
size of the permanent pond, and use a mix of a larger permanent pond and one or more temporary
moveable ponds near the working area. There may also be benefits in having two stages of sediment
control structures in terms of cleaning out the larger pond. Our engineers have suggested that, in addition
or alternatively, any wave action issues could be addressed by surface baffles on the pond.

The applicant expects that GW would apply a condition relating to finalisation of the erosion contral and
sediment management plan, and that these types of issues would be worked through with GW within the
conditions of consent. It is our understanding and experience that the current level of information is in
accordance with, or in excess of, normal practice at application stage.

Plans
Al your request, a set of A1 scale plans is enclosed. These have been updated and include:

Discharge Permit — GEO1 Rev D Proposed Excavation Limits and Water Management Plan Figure 3
Appendix D — Sediment and Erosion Control Plan — GE0O1 Rev D Proposed Excavation Limits
and Water Management Plan Figure 3

Quarry Management Plan - November 2008
Appendix A - Proposed Extraction Limit & Water Management Plan
GEO1 Rev D replaces GE0O1 Rev B

Sheel CO1 Rev A Erosion and Sediment Conlrol Plan Proposed Stage 1 Excavation Limits
Sheet C02 Rev A Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Proposed Stage 2 Excavation Limits
Sheet C03 Rev A Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Proposed Stage 3 Excavation Limits

Sheet C04 Rev A Erosion and Sediment Conlrol Plan Concept Sediment Pond Design
Sheet CO5 Rev A Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Concept Sediment Pond Design — Long Sectlion

Site Visit
As discussed, Robert Nyssen would be happy to arrange a site vist for you. He will let you know when he is

likely to be next in the area. Please advise me when you would like to have a site visit, so we can co-
ordinate

Yours sincerely

Sylvia Allan
Mational Planning Team Leader
MWH New Zealand Limited
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Encl.: Plans
Form 8

Copy lo;  Alistair Cross, Greater Wellington Regional Council PO Box 11646, Wellington
Robert Nyssen, Nyssen Business Consultancy, 38 Tremaine Avenue, Taupo

" Asditianal info to GW.doc
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Resource Management Act 1991
Application for Resource Consent

To:

Greater Wellington Regional Council
PO Box 41
Masterton 5810

Office Use: LU.NO..ovonnnn.

Date Received.........ccoo..c......

Wairarapa Aggregates

C/- MWH New Zealand Ltd
Level 1, 123 Taranaki Street,
P O Box 9624, Te Aro
WELLINGTON

Apply for the resource consent described below:

1.

2.

The owners of the site are: Kiwi Lumber (Masterton) Ltd
The location to which the application relates is as follows
(i) Kiwi Lumber site, Norman Avenue, Waignawa, Masterton

(ii) Legal Description: Lot 3 DP383510 Certificate of Title 168187
(iii) Total Area: 11.6 ha

The type of resource consent sought is a land use consent “to construct or alter a bore” as
required by Rule 15 of the Regional Freshwater Plan, as described below and further
described in detail in the associated resource consents and letter dated 28" January 2009.
Please note that the activity is of a different nature, as described below, from the rule that
triggers the need for the consent.

A description of the activity to which the application relates:

1. To construct operate and maintain a permanent settlement pond

2. To construct, operate and maintain temporary ‘sumps’ for the settlement out of
larger sediment as part of the aggregate washing process near to the working
area, the location of which will change depending on the location of the processing
plant.

3. To allow for the construction, operation and maintenance of smaller temporary
settlement ponds in and near to the working area as suggested by Greater
Wellington.



All of these activities may potentially extend slightly below the typical winter ground water
level, and thus a consent is needed. However, all are limited in extent and duration and
need to be considered within the context of the other consents, described below.

5. The following additional resource consents are required in relation to the proposed gravel
extraction and cleanfill operation. These have been applied for from:

Carterton District Council — activities associated with mineral extraction in the Rural zone
(Operative Carterton and Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plans);

Carterton District Council — the construction and ongoing operation of a cleanfill operation
on the same site (Operative Carterton and Proposed Wairarapa Combined District Plans);

Greater Wellington Regional Council - to discharge stormwater from a gravel extraction
and associated cleanfill operation, that will enter into a waterbody as its final receiving
environment (Wellington Regional Soil Plan and the Regional Freshwater Plan).

Greater Wellington Regional Council - water take permit from the Taratahi Water Race for
a proposed gravel extraction operation

6. The above resource consent applications and associated documents provide an
assessment of the effects that the proposed gravel extraction and cleanfill activity may
have on the environment in accordance with Section 88 of, and the Fourth Schedule to,
the Resource Management Act 1991. As oullined in the attached letter the effects of the
various activities for which consent is sought is considered de minimis, as they are part of
normal site operation and sediment management on the quarry site.

Dated this 28th day of January 2009, at Wellington

of MWH New Zealand Ltd
as agent for the applicants

Address for service: Wairarapa Aggregates Ltd
C/l- MWH Mew Zealand Ltd
P.0. Box 9624 Wellington
Ph  (04) 381 6700
Fax (04) 381 6739
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