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•  Revegetation/foliage density recovery – using standard foliar browse and ground
plots in a KNE site to determine recovery rates following possum control;

•  Wetland restoration project – students would be involved in propagating locally
sourced plant material and replanting in a wetland area that had been subject to
significant human influence.

In both field studies, students would acquire a range of new skills, learn more about the
effects of man on the environment and be involved in making a positive change to their
surroundings.

3.  Research Completed

The Fellowship study commenced in January 2000 with a final report required in
November 2000. Incorporation of the field studies into the school curriculum is
scheduled for the 2001 school year.

During the study period, Hertha contacted and visited over 45 organisations involved in
ecological projects in the Wellington region. A master list of all contacts has been
received. Twenty-three separate reports have been completed, covering each
organisation that is actively involved in ecological work. The reports cover the following
subjects:
•  Contact details
•  Background information on the organisation
•  Organisations objectives
•  The organisations contact network
•  Public education work underway or completed
•  Future education work
•  Resources/expertise available for use with other groups

The reports provide an excellent knowledge base for enhancing interaction with like-
minded organisations, particular for implementation of Council’s biodiversity objectives
and environmental education initiatives.

4.  Communication

A summary report highlighting the main outcomes of the research will be prepared for a
future edition of Elements.

5.  Recommendation

That the report be received and its contents noted.
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