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Report to the Wdlington Regiona Council
From Councillor Chris Laidlaw

Wellington Conservation Board Meeting — 11 August 2000

| attended the Wellington Conservation Board meseting on 11 August. Points of interest to
WRC are asfollows:

1

At its last meeting the Board asked DOC to prepare a report on its statutory advocacy
functions under the Resource Management Act.  The report was circulated and a copy
is atached (for Landcare dtaff). It was explained that the department’s nationa
strategy for RMA advocacy had been broadened to become a nationa heritage strategy
within which conservancy heritage strategies would be included.

It was noted that the new Minister had expressed the wish that DOC become much
more active as an advocate in the context of regiond and district plans, and to more
actively defend the Nationd Coastd Policy Statement.  The new approach was
reflective of thiswish.

The DOC representatives expressed satisfaction with the way that WRC had devel oped
its Regiond Policy Statement and they were very pleased with its contents and the open
and inclusive gpproach taken to developing it. Not dl local government indtitutions had
been so thorough and the WRC process was considered by DOC to be something of a
model. DOC noted that it was having difficulty dedling with one or two other loca
authorities, notably KCDC in the context of non-natifiable consents.



3. DOC expressed disgppointment that WRC had decided to abandon its efforts to
develop a Landscape plan for the region and to subsequently drop the guidelines
gpproach. | explained the difficulties that had been encountered in this process and
emphasised that it was not for want of commitment on the part of WRC. DOC is
particularly anxious to keep the process dive, however, having invested alot of time and
effort in the earlier stages. It is determined to have a more workable mechanism for the
protection of landscape values in digtrict and regiond planning processes to ensure that
Council decisons on individua consents have adequate guidance.

It was resolved that the Board would write to WRC, in suitably flexible language, to
encourage a resumption of thiswork. It would invite the WRC to “establish a process
for policy guidance on the preservation of landscape values’. Thereis areasonable, if
not complete, understanding among the Board members of the difficulties that this
presents and it might be useful to consider a workshop between DOC and WRC to
design agtrategy for the future that both can live with.

4. Severd user groups had recently noted that WRC and DOC have dightly different
approaches to concession policy and it was suggested that an effort might be made to
harmonise the two gpproaches. Thisis largely due to the fact that DOC provides little
or no back-up services and its charges are less as a result.

| pointed out the fact that WRC provides a variety of services and charges on the basis
of cost recovery. It was concluded that the differences of approach were not redly a
problem if the circumstances were clearly explained to those seeking concessions.

5. A gpate of recent incidents arising from film concessions prompted a discusson of this
issue. DOC daff sad that they had not encountered any problems but had heard of
complaints from the public about restricted access to wakways or park areas and
reports of some fairly heavy handed security by film company employees. | noted that
WRC was aware of the controversy and would be careful to ensure that, in respect of
concessions on regiond pak land, it did not escaate. It was agreed that
concessionaires should be encouraged to stick to the principle that restrictions should be
limited to the time of actud filming rather than dlosing down whole areas to the public on
a blanket bags.  Given the potentid importance of filming rights to the future of the
region it was agreed that a reasonable balance should be struck and if the Stuation
worsened (which was consdered unlikely) then it should be looked a again by the
Board.
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