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Summary 

During 2010, a consultation was carried out in the Wellington region in preparation for 
a second generation regional plan.  The first part of the public engagement was carried 
out between 1st July and 31st October, and this report contains the results in their 
original form.   

The engagement process consisted of a series of public workshops and a web survey.  
Each workshop involved a number of working groups of 3-8 people.  Each working 
group followed through a facilitated discussion and completed a workshop template 
using post-it notes.  Copies of the workshop agendas and a list of facilitators working 
for Greater Wellington are contained in the report appendices.  In each section of this 
report, the templates are reproduced as photographs followed by transcripts of the post-
it note contents. 

A subsequent report in the first quarter of 2011 will summarise and collate the results 
further.  The subsequent report will also contain the results of the current series of 
workshops with territorial authorities and partner iwi organisations. 

The summary of the report provided here is based upon the numerical scales that formed 
the initial part of each template and that were in the web survey.  Two scales were used 
by workshop participants, one for the natural resources in the best condition and one for 
the natural resources in worst condition.  Individual workshop participants first selected 
the natural resources that they wished to evaluate in each category and then they scored 
the state of that resource using a visual scale.  In this summary the assessments of 
resource state have been converted to a 1-7 scale and averaged for each workshop.   

The Coastal community results include Porirua, Paekakariki, Paraparaumu and Otaki.  
The participants at these workshops generally identified air as the natural resource in the 
best condition, although people at Porirua also scored landscape form highly (Figure 1). 

Generally water and landscape form were commonly considered to be the natural 
resources in the worst condition (Figure 2).  Sometimes this also included biodiversity 
and soils. 

The participants at the Paekakariki workshop identified a range of natural resources as 
being in good condition.  Of these, biodiversity and air scored particularly well.  The 
same groups of participants scored soils and landscape form poorly, although sometimes 
biodiversity was again also scored poorly. 

At the Paraparaumu workshop, participants generally scored air as the natural resource 
in the best condition.  Water was scored most often as the natural resource in the worst 
condition, although biodiversity was also given a poor score. 
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Participants at the Porirua workshop scored landscape form and coastal areas equally 
often as the resources in the best condition.  In contrast; water, coastal areas and soils, 
were all commonly selected as being resources in poor condition. 

At Otaki, the workshop participants identified air as being the resource in the best 
condition, and water as the resource in the worst condition.  Of concern is that all the 
resources except air were identified as resources in a poor condition by some of the 
participants. 

When the results from all the workshops across the whole Wellington region are 
combined, air is quite definitely the natural resource most often considered to be in the 
best condition.  The current condition of the region’s air needs to be protected for the 
future. 

Across the whole region water was most commonly considered to be the natural 
resource in the worst condition.  The state of the region’s fresh water bodies needs to be 
improved for the future. 

The condition of the other natural resources was considered by the workshop 
participants to be ambiguous.  Some people and some workshop groups were quite 
concerned by the state of the region’s biodiversity, landscape form, coastal areas and 
soils.  Others were less so. 

The next report on this stage of the public engagement is due in 2011.  It will explore 
more fully some of the suggestions from the workshops on how Greater Wellington 
Regional Council could improve the condition of natural resources in the region. 
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1. Paekakariki  
4 August 2010 

1.1 Paekakariki group: Dark green 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Estuary kept Wellington City Council QE park is a great asset for biodiversity 
keep up the good work 
Clean water = good drinking water and good rivers to swim in 
Natural landscapes = increases natural and physical health by recreational 
opportunities 
Waikanae bush track well maintained 
Gardens well maintained 
Clean air = clear views of fantastic scenery 
Relatively undeveloped coast = everyone enjoy 
Cleaner water restoration of native ecology 
Coastal scenery 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Quarries ruined the beauty of the landscape 
Planning of roads too much concentration of development 
Unlimited unrestrained development threatens all the natural resources 
Weed growing on ponds not been dealt with 
Poor drinking water 
Biological diversity- increase ‘wildlife’ corridors btw existing parks across 
region 
Loss of habitat (soil) with pine trees when harvested turn soil acid 
Loss of visual pleasure with growth of pine forests – one persons decision ruins 
the view for all 
Don’t want to pay for water 
Landscape form not well protected in GW plans/polices 
Water quality and soil erosion effects re: pine plantation harvest 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Big concerns about unsustainable unhealthy farming practices-use of 
antibiotics in chickens excessive fertilizers of fields 
Become more aware of process by which permission is gained to build 
developments in order to fight against it 
Use smaller buses instead of the big ones 
Landscape form – include ridgelines and locally significant view shafts in 
regional policies/plans 
Sustainability - transport, energy, more weed control and restoration of natives 
Poor bus service in some parts of Paraparaumu 
Extended fenced sanctuary (a la Zealandia) a protected corridor up through 
area 
Air quality – put a train station in Raumati to reduce people driving to other 
stations 
Big concerns about pollution of rivers from farm run off 
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What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

GW can build a train station in Raumati South with funding from MZTA/kiwi 
rail etc 
Stronger legislation protecting the area from unrestrained development 
Tax incentives for water tanks 
Increase QE park east up through Whareroa farm 
Plan more walkways and cycle ways more water tanks 
Water tanks could be a solution 
Introduce water metering 
Flood management – less protection of areas naturally /historically prone to 
flooding 
More visible monitoring of local air quality 
Water supply management 
More support of KCDC direction towards integrated land use and transport 
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1.2 Paekakariki group: Green 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Restoration work provides opportunities for recreation though access tracks 
Recreational amenity 
Support for community groups 
Lovely bird song 
Cool walk ways 
Public engagement good 
Pest control traps 
Re-vegetation of damaged areas 
Improved habitat for humans, animals, and plants 
Uneconomic farm land is being gradually retired and restored to bush 
Clean beaches 
Restoration stabilises steep slopes of riparian banks improving water quality 
and limited erosion/slips 
Mammal pest numbers are kept low in restoration areas allowing native flora 
and fauna to survive if possible evolve 
Excluding stock from riparian areas of forest remnants 
Weed control positive aspect 
Promoting native forest regeneration 
Large number of projects allows creation of wildlife corridors 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Loss of landscape natural character to developments  
Most, if not all, waterways are still affected by farm of urban run off  
Light pollution is on the increase because people will not use available 
technology, we will not miss the night sky till its gone 
Negative aspect bio kill on weed control  
In light of further information GWRC were not prepared to re-evaluate earlier 
provided documentation that is now still a divided opinion with other similar 
agencies 
Poor air quality on cold still nights and along state highway 
Sea walls interfere with the natural ebb and flow of sand on beaches 
Loss of whitebait and other species in streams 
Possible excessive ground water take due to many bores 
Sector based risks ignoring integrated ie. Problems waterways and lakes, 
coastal and marine 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Tread lightly and leave no trace (rubbish etc) 
Join a community group (planting, etc) 
Elect the right politicians 
Identify areas of land that are valued as natural resource and conserve or 
develop appropriately 
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Think globally, act locally, what needs doing on your door step? If you can’t 
do it, badger the council 
Promote weed control and healthy soil on private and public land 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Education and interpretation of N.R 
Develop strong rules and enforce them eg landscape, water 
Financial and technical support to community groups and land owners eg 
biodiversity 
Celebrate and showcase success stories 
Engage schools and businesses 
Widen the opinion scope, there are other agencies that have quantitative 
positive applications 
We don’t take care of our waste properly fund it properly to ensure it goes to 
the right place, not in the bush or river  
Assist with resources to help community achieve goals 
Barriers to urban solar power use need to be tackled urgently – air quality issue 
Integrate activity across sectors to engage larger section of people in NR 
management eg. Recreation 
Potable long term water supply is not taken seriously enough or properly 
funded 
Promote facility best practice with local farmers 
Think of ways to work with landowner and the land owner ideals, so that the 
landowner can take a positive pride situation 
GWRC must look at how their decision will affect land owners for the future 
A wider view must be sought from multiple personnel so a balanced view is 
gained 
Ensure security of funding for local groups or good people will move on to 
secure employment 



�

�
������	
��
��������� �����4��������
�

2. Paraparaumu  
3 August 2010 

2.1 Paraparaumu group: Silver 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

QE2 park improved 
QE2 park improved 
More birds in my garden 
Views of Kapiti Island important 
Regular water testing keeping people safe 
Water testing 
Erosion protection 
Dune care group planting help stabilise the coast 
Good swimming water in sea – most of the time 
Great fishing on the coast – possible thanks to marine reserve on Kapiti island 
More coastal plants in back dune areas - increased biodiversity 
Increased sustainable fish populations 
Beach access 
Long term protection of waterways/fish through resource consent requirements 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Fish skeletons tossed from boats  
Dead sheep/cows on beach after big storms 
Fish left on beach 
Vehicles on beach damage shellfish dunes 
Low numbers of blue/red cod along the coast – possible need stronger 
management 
Restoration of wetlands 
Need greater level of informal delegation from GWRC staff regarding what is 
permitted or not permitted 
Concern about loss of highly fertile soils to residential development 
Need sticker monitoring on earth working activities to prevent sedimentation of 
waterways 
Air quality – it is good naturally occurring - need to manage monitoring and 
take action to keep it like we like it 
No bees 
Lack of understanding about what I can do/can’t do.  Chance of penalties for 
doing positive for the environment  
Concern about ground water declining due to use of shallow bores 
Unknown air quality due to lack of monitoring in Kapiti  
Concern about air pollution in future 
Few fish in urban streams 
Lakes and rivers need more care 
Planting riparian areas improves water quality 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Clean beach 
Switch from open fires 
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Monitoring/reporting on activities you see other doing illegally 
Personal responsibility and pride over your own property/actions – be 
environmentally conscious 
Organise community action day of planting etc 
Reporting dead animals 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Restrict vehicles on beaches 
More planting for riparian areas on both private and public land  
Provide seeds or plants to rural land owners to plant 
Better education about what available 
Educate about benefits of composting and recycling 
Education assistance for the public on how to be more env. aware 
Education, signage to educate people about effects of vehicles on beaches 
More signage and education on what’s prohibited �  then bring in enforcement 
action 
Restrict subdivision on highly fertile soils 
More local air quality monitoring in Kapiti   
Active role by council to seek public feedback on our environment (maybe 6 
monthly newsletters) 
Feedback to the public on how their efforts have helped. Eg how much rubbish 
decreased due to recycling 
Visit outlying communities more often to talk to residents 
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2.2 Paraparaumu group: Orange 
 

 
��������'	�!����������
���������������������������� ��������

 


����� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

��� !��"#$�%�
&�!$���� !���
�����"'!�"�

� � � � � � �

��#������(����"��)*�#�%��%���&$��+*�",!�-"�&.�

��������*	�#��������������������������������������� �������$�������������������
�����������������
�����
����



�

�
��������������� ������	
��
���������
� �

 


����#� � � � � � �

/��01��2�
'��*3�

� � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

� !)� ��
��#�)���# �


��� #����� !����� ��������
������

%���������
���
�

&������������

���������	�#��������������������������������(
����� ����������������)���������
���������������������

 

� !)� ��
��#�)���# �


��� #����� !����� ��������
������

%���������
���
�

&������������

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

���01��2�
%���3�

� � � � � �

��������+	�#���������������������������������(
���� �������������������)���������
���������������������



�

�
������	
��
��������� ���������������
�

The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Support for stream care group 
Protects streams from erosion 
Good management of natural resources (NR) – promotes healthy living, - 
promotes and/or maintains an active and healthy living,  
Good management of NR should also include maintaining/providing/protecting 
fuller access to natural areas eg rivers, mountains, beaches, forest, lakes 
Greater awareness of the consequences of Nat flora and fauna 
Looks after QE park   
Arranges recreation programmes 
Showing greater concern for the generation to follow i.e. greater promotion of 
sustainable living 
Social and intellectual stimulus than interaction with community for local 
biodiversity 
Promotes biological diversity 
Recreational interests enhanced then well managed, waterways, coastal and air, 
biodiversity 
Scientific benefits in protecting existing biodiversity 
Monitoring air quality in Raumati south 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

High risk of sense degradation of waterways - especially Waikanae River the 
district council water supply strategy of using bore water to recharge the river 
flows.  Bore water is high in minerals and potential salinity risk, thus 
destroying the rich biodiversity of Waikanae River 
A lack of co-ordination among controlling agencies 
Doesn’t seem very concerned about coastal erosion 
Development remaining ahead of supporting infrastructure leading to greater 
conflict amongst citizens 
Could be more involved in retaining productive land 
A failure to protect significant landscapes e.g. stage IV Kotuku parks and 
Panorama drive 
Protecting/maintaining or enhancing. Access to waterways/lakes, coastal and 
marine, walking, parks and other outdoor areas generally  
A lack of vision. Rather than being separated industrial sprawl down Kapiti Rd 
creating visual pollution etc 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Get involved in stream care groups 
Be heard and act on submissions make by citizens and community groups on 
matters of concern �  the community should make submissions 
Get involved in planting groups e.g QE park Whareroa 
Lobby for greater co-ordination of effort to restore and improve  
Keep oil and toxic materials out of drain etc 
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Regional council should set and publish and periodically report agenda. What 
is qualitative bottom line is eg water quality, air quality 
Be actively involved in working to restore/enhance areas of natural value 
Support and acknowledge volunteer efforts 
Enforce existing bylaws to obtain greater respect 
Dispose of rubbish responsibly 
Conserve water 
Keep good soils for food production 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Be more public in role RC plays when District Councils are about to make 
decisions that impact on natural resources e.g. KCDC water supply solution 
Continue to maintain community involvement (e.g.- the summer program) in 
access to or use of countryside 
Research fish stocks in local rivers 
Review any existing anomalies in access e.g. private ownership of riverside or 
limiting access of river, lakes, coast 
Continue to support – environmental education, - CARE group funding 
Educate the public about river pollution e.g. dairy farming 
Protect the productive soil resource from inappropriate subdivision usage 
Increase research on coastal erosion and how to manage effects 
Keep up the recreation programmes 
Supporting stream care and planting groups to a greater extent 
The plan should also include recognition of potential ecological corridor 
Continue to lobby central Govt for necessary National policy statement 
With DC educate public re-air quality 
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2.3 Paraparaumu group: Blue 
 

 
��������,	�!����������
���������������������������� ������

 


����� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

��� !��"#$�%�
&�!$���� !���
�����"'!�"�

� � � � � � �

��#������(����"��)*�#�%��%���&$��+*�",!�-"�&.�

��������-	�#��������������������������������������� �������$�������������������
�����������������
�����
����



�

�
������
�������� ������	
��
���������
� �

 


����#� � � � � � �

/��01��2�
'��*3�

� � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

/�� � � � � � �

� !)� ��
��#�)���# �


��� #����� !����� ��������
������

%���������
���
�

&������������

���������	�#��������������������������������(
����� ����������������)���������
���������������������

 

� !)� ��
��#�)���# �


��� #����� !����� ��������
������

%���������
���
�

&������������

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

��� � � � � � �

���01��2�
%���3�

� � � � � �

���������	�#���������������������������������(
���� �������������������)���������
���������������������



�

�
������	
��
��������� ������4��������
�

The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Environment is appreciated and people care about it 
Pleasant area environment to live in 
Educate young people about natural world 
Diverse landscape that is very attractive 
Experience NZ natural environment trees, birds, fish 
Wetlands filter water and provide habitat for plants, birds, lizards, etc 
Good buyin at schools to care for environment 
Good attempts at connecting historical damage to the environment 
Fresh air 
Places to explore 
Eco-system services – water cycle 
Natural environments – habitats 
Clear skies views 
Sequestering CO2 
Sense of place 
Clear air we can see Ruapehu and Mt Taranaki 
Extend wetlands they filter our water run off  
Food production 
DOC/WRC and KCDC work well together 
Area rich in bird life include sea/marsh birds 
Lovely areas for walking beach, estuaries, bush 
Attractive place to live due to quality of natural resources 
Wildlife – native birds 
Sense of well being 
Shade from trees 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Pine encroachment 
Monocultures eg pine 
Water – streams restricted access for native fish 
Poor storm water management 
Unnecessary erosion of slope soil 
Loss of productive areas due to urban development 
Protecting soil quality availability – development and division, - intensification 
Lack of a town/green belt to minimise urban growth into productive areas 
We are still losing wetlands, need to restore old wetlands 
Impermeable surfaces – flooding 
Draining wetlands 
Land clearance, visual impact-erosion 
Wetland areas are being drained to make way for urban development 
Need better water management between WRC and KCDC and households 
Coastal protection – sea level rise 
Storm drainage via streams 
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What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Promote planting of native trees 
Need overall strategy for environmental issues eg a corridor and how the 
groups all fit together to achieve the strategy 
Water meters need to be in place to conserve water and reduce costs 
Encourage residents to install rain/water retention tanks 
Identified corridors of bush for birds etc and type of trees to be planted 
Recreate lost environments e.g. wetlands 
Protect valuable soils from urban development 
Install clean heating 
Promote the idea of people leave this planet in a better state than they found it 
WRC promote public/private initiatives and not just the strictly regional parks 
eg Reikorangi/form Nga manu 
Raising profile of good environmental initiatives ie Nga Manu reserve 
Further develop beautification initiatives 
Save water, - meters, - rainwater tanks 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

GW should require water metering and rain water retention 
WRC should create ecological corridors for native flora and fauna i.e. along 
streams, and development along expressway 
Develop unified plan to have corridors for walking/cycling and protect 
environment 
Develop the strategy for environment and then work with KCDC, etc to show 
what is being done and the gaps 
Mail outs to rate payers are good, very informative 
WRC can provide educational material to educate rate payers about wasting 
water etc 
Define and enforce environmental bottom line 
Regional planning listed in plant protect remaining wetlands, productive soils 
Signage to promote community work ie big signs next to care group areas 
Identify bottom lines on environment issues that the council will hold to 
Flood protection �  putting diversity back, boulders, rivers, pools, meanders 
No net loss of anymore wetlands 
Promote environmental enhancement work i.e. wetland coming of pak n’ save 
Keep using 1080 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ���������������
�

2.4 Paraparaumu group: Purple 
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Notes For one person have improved from a level 2 in 2000 to a level 6 in 
2010 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Water quality upstream good 
Fishing opportunities 
Recreation, -access to clean, green environment 
Riparian planting and wetland preservation helping biodiversity 
Otaki River water very good so keep it in Otaki 
Tree planting and native re-growth is helping bird corridors 
Organic/sustainable gardening and farming is more common, and helps reduce 
all forms of pollution 
Good fishing opportunities recreation 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Lack of habitat, changes in land use/intensive �  loss of biodiversity   
Barriers exist to most streams to fish passage 
Hard engineering solution to marine erosion after creates more issues 
Water quality down stream of forest parks biologically poor 
Increased quantity and velocity of water – resetting populates i.e. steam too 
benefits   
Work on rivers is mainly to protect from flooding – this destroys habitat 
Non sustainable farming pollutes water and environment 
Still too many exotic forest on dune county – destroys the landscape form 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Restore riparian planting 
More info shared re – organic/sustainable gardening 
Encourage tree planting to create bird corridors down from bush clad hill 
Replace river habitat after gravel extraction create pools 
More care groups 
Sympathetic river use – competing use eg. Dogs, horses, care, fishing, etc 
Get the children involved 
Get together eel gatherers to educate them on sustainable fishing 
Encourage native plant nursery growing in school 
No local landfill 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Could take an active role in mustelid and rat elimination because need to be 
universal not just individual properties 
More money for care groups 
Involve school groups to participate in river environment 
Actively source seed for native plant nurseries from local collectors and pay for 
it? 



�

�
��������������� ������	
��
���������
� �

There are currently lots of redundant buses and probably drivers on the coast 
Expand the education program for schools by providing a bus and driver for 
outings to local wetland, dunes etc 
Bio gas from sewage and green waste 
Work more closely with Whananga in Otaki 
Low profile unless involved in care group or seek contact 
Monitor control of weeds – some on highway and in reserves falls between the 
gaps 
Rules in plan around water quality of stormwater discharge 
Establish fish ladder at Waikanae river weir to assist spawning 
Become recognised as a promoter of sustainable use of our resources 
Consultation process over done!!! Too much talk little action 
Research – quality and quantity of ground water impact of abstract on shallow 
aquifer 
Remove barriers, encourage low impact urban design 
Protect green corridors ranges from Kapiti Island 
Monitor Otaki factory/commercial development for air pollution 
Remove barrier to fish passage 
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2.5 Paraparaumu group: Blue-2 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

We benefit from funding for take care groups and GWRC help and expertise 
for dune restoration 
Air quality is good because of natural air movement 
Taste and purity of water 
Swampy soil is a good medium to build on 
Full native forest back drop provides quality of landscape, coastal forest and 
conservation, bird conservation (with adequate possum control) 
District character enhanced amenities better (walking, cycling) 
Appreciate native plantings QEII 
Approve of the requirement to include “reserve” areas as part of local 
subdivisions 
Appreciate QE park and other parks    
Swampy soil is good to plant and grown in 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

“Lawn mowing” on reserve 
Winter night smog on still night in larger areas 
Monitor predators – parks, rivers, etc 
Control of domestic and feral cats 
Encourage protection of native species through adequate 
retention/development of wetlands 
Excess reliance on rivers and bores – poor taste concern about water 
composition 
Predator control a priority (and continuing) 
River and stream quality sometimes poor 
Natural water  –long term planning for improvements with information for 
public 
Use of wood fires need to be monitored – if climate becomes less windy there 
will be issues of air quality 
Predator control is vital 
Erosion = major problem and for future if sea levels rise. Dune planting valiant 
and help for but very discontinuous – lawns and roads to shore edge a problem 
Natural coastal forest still in depleted state in places 
Would like soils improved by natural means as against chemicals 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

“Environmental corridors” needed to foster wildlife continuity  
Increase air community to stations 
Be educated about issue 
Educate the public in dune restoration by informing and working with the 
public 
Examine all water edge not currently being dune planted. Could reversion to 
natives be encouraged better if any? KCDC input needed 
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Set goals of higher sustainability. Encourage this with some type of incentive 
Better protection of Ngatoto Trig reserve – Stop mowing if scalping cant be 
avoided blowout is occurring 
Ensure that river water reaching beaches is of high quality (river quality near 
coast was shown to be poor on map shown to up) 
Join care group, cycle assn, walking group, residents group 
Read all GW newsletters 
Protect, birds, lizards, by licensing domestic cats 
Introduce a scheme for monitoring performance of wood burners and assisting 
with replacement costs 
Devise more generous rebate (or equivalent) system to encourage new and 
existing homes to install water tank and/or shallow bore 
Ensure that there is not more high-rise or Paraparaumu beach or other beach 
community 
In light of western highway, establish walking/cycling/ mobility vehicle, public 
transport channel through Kapiti including one in community transport from 
Paekakariki to coastlands 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Keep water meters out of private control 
Support KCDC to use water meters 
Continue to supply and support planting sessions 
Use media to promote planting and biological education 
Yes! Support need for ongoing education for GWRC to have role here {re-
above comment} 
People with both tanks and bores help with the sustaining the water supply 
GW and KCDC work together to monitor air quality and set good standards for 
air quality 
Support KCDC to keep water out of private supplier’s hands 
(Air) encourage community walkways/cycle ways/mobility vehicle routes 
All environmentally oriented development need to reflect appropriate access 
for disabled individuals 
Keep newsletters e-mails, etc. to public and community newspapers 
Owners of sand trap bores (consents given by GWRC) should receive a small 
rebate on their rates 
Environmental corridors needed to foster wildlife continuity 
Investigate ways of phasing out pine forest on steep escarpment above railways 
and replacing with native forest 
Support improvements of water quality of coastal portions of rivers so sea 
remains clean 
Have enjoyed contact with council reps at workshops and expos. Consider on 
going interface with public e.g booth at coastlands for 2- way idea transfer 
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2.6 Paraparaumu group: Green 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Community involvement in stream cleaning really good 
Good quality air quality 
Good delivery of regional parks appreciated 
Excellent air quality 
Coastal management good 
Care groups are being encouraged but need policies on memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) 
Support fluoride treatment 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Air pollution – dead animal smell due to 1080 
Noise from planes flying over land instead of sea 
Noise pollution airport, but especially traffic noise from expressway (now and 
planned) 
Control of fertilisers to stop run-off into waterways 
Leaching of soils and fertilisers into waterways 
Farmers need encouragement to minimise run-off of nutrients 
Eliminate fluoridation because it is a poison 
Don’t want fluoridisation – lack of confidence in claimed benefits 
Get rid of 1080 because it pollutes land and water – affects human and animal 
life 
The “taking” of QE Park for an expressway is of concern 
Polluters have to arrange for their own wastes to be properly disposed of 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Encourage membership and participation in “care” groups e.g. Friends of …. 
Join a “friends of..” group – rivers, parks. Publicise 
Express views publicly 
Enlarge marine reserve 
Make regular use of the environmental facilities e.g. beaches, rivers, forests 
Lobby against “1080”.  Supporting alternative possum control methods e.g. 
“trapping”, professional hunting and associated employment and industry 
growth. 
Urge to use local food to save foodmiles 
Better recycling bins in public spaces 
Encourage schools and community to have a policy regarding rubbish to 
STOW (in a bin), don’t THROW (away) 
Urge people to be eco-friendly 
Beach cleanups by all groups.  Rewards needed 
Encourage TLA/WRC to have periodic collections of non-organic rubbish 
Foster new ways of dealing with recyclables without creating more pollution 
Wider availability of waste disposal containers 
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Lobby against 1080.  Get hunters involved as they want this stopped.  Make 
govt aware of the repercussions of 1080 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Friends 
WRC continue to support Friends groups 
Competitions for kids to encourage ‘green’ attitudes 
‘Natural Coast’ to continue 
Encourage good animal welfare practices via related groups SPCA and similar 
and govt departments (incl. pigs, chickens) 
Urge use of ‘green’ buildings 
FAQs on website for disposal of pollutants 
Regulation of polluters by monitor, control, eliminate, penalise, close down 
Pay for publicity and advertising of group activities 
WRC lobby central government on ceasing 1080 use or agree to foster 
alternative pest control options 
Get the RC to work more closely with govt to get suggestion underway e.g. 
possum factory 
Maintain community contact four times per annum with rates demands 
Raise “awareness” of activities.   
Work with TLAs on joint LTP 
Regional council keep government aware of statistics e.g. fertiliser leaching 
into water.  Stop importing poisons or stop making them 
Waterways management.  Flood warning systems 
Management of farm run-off of nutrients 
More waste disposal resources in parks, streets 
Environmental encouragement to schools 
Encourage use of water meter 
Plant natives 
Bird corridors 
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2.7 Paraparaumu group: Black 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Coastal erosion conservation, planting restoration of sand dunes 
Sand dune restoration 
Forest harvesting controls/rules 
Landowner education, controls over development 
Pollution hotline 
Streams Alive programme 
Water quality monitoring 
Consenting control over development 
Views/height restrictions on buildings, keeping a big sky view.  
Complementary buildings like the new library, not just another box 
Weighing urban sprawl against real need 
Better housing quality, requiring insulation, energy efficient houses 
Protection, improvements of waterways.  Wharemauku Stream repairs 
wetlands 
Water conservation, quality education. 
Keep pushing ideas as there are always new people arriving in the community 
Cycle ways, bridle ways, dog exercise, walking tracks.  Council does an 
awesome job making Kapiti special 
Biodiversity protection: pest animal control, pest weed control, support for 
community groups/landowners to protect/enhance biodiversity. 
Regional parks: recreation, biodiversity, landscape form protection 
I really enjoy council’s gardens and improvement to being beautiful.  Planting 
fruit trees, making garden plots available 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Air noise pollution.  Airport times of day for noise.  Traffic ambient noise 
Large scale earth works, losing Kapiti’s character vs regional improvements 
i.e. sand dunes along the coast.  Kapiti being split into two, West and East, 
mountains to the sea. 
Biodiversity: loss of species/habitat/genetic diversity, loss of resilience, loss of 
productivity.  Flooding/poor drainage, hard to restore 
Water: loss of biodiversity, loss of amenity, bad for iwi/hapu. 
Erosion – soil conservation, lack of regulation to make farmers fence off 
riparian margins 
Coastal – erosion, loss of biodiversity, loss landform, loss of fisheries, loss of 
archaeological/cultural heritage 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Biodiversity – help restore it, join a restoration group 
Biodiversity – pest weed control on your property 
Coastal/marine – stay off sand dunes, join group to restore them 
Soils – plant trees on steep/erodible slopes 
Biodiversity – pest animal control on your own property 
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Biodiversity – covenant your bush block/wetland 
Air – if burning wood for heat, ensure it is dry 
Soils – retain native vegetation in water catchments 
Biodiversity – support local and regional council initiatives 
Waterways – fence off riparian margins to exclude stock, plant native riparian 
plants 
Landscape form – help protect by making submissions on development 
proposals 
Waterways – protect/restore wetlands 
Waterways – monitor them and report pollution to GW 
Waterways – avoid contamination pollution via stormwater drains 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Biodiversity – far more monitoring to assess changes in biodiversity values 
Biodiversity – maintain and, if possible, increase amount of pest animal and 
weed control  
Biodiversity – maintain and, if possible, increase support for community 
restoration groups 
Biodiversity/water – regulate to make dairy farmers fence off riparian margins 
Biodiversity/water/soil – provide incentives for landowners to reforest or keep 
native forest on steep land/in catchments 
Education on local history environment needs like rain water run off, wetland 
areas 
Invite people to openings and workshops, general awareness in local issues 
Keep people informed. Try to get them excited about the difference they can 
make 
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3. Porirua 
5 August 2010 

3.1 Porirua group: Gold 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Better health for people 
Better fish and shellfish stocks 
Increased usage – parks  
Some reduction in flooding 
Health benefits 
Improved resident satisfaction 
Some reduction in property risk 
Healthier environment 
Better recreation opportunities 
Better civic hygiene 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Consultation: WRC needs to ask for help 
Consultation: WRC needs to stop refusing offers of help 
Freshwater: WRC needs to stop and remove all fish access barriers 
Sediment traps need a managed policy that stops abandoning old traps 
Poor RMA performance 
Wastewater: WRC has no idea of its impacts 
Fish barriers are preventing fish access to spawning grounds 
Reduced biodiversity 
Loss of amenity 
Reduced civic loyalty 
Native intertidal plants, WRC can not name one 
Residual poisons in waterways due to pest management 
Stormwater: WRC has no knowledge of its impact on marine species 
Spawning habitats: WRC has no knowledge of their importance 
Decreased fish stocks due to water quality 
Sediment traps: WRC has to redesign the traps to catch the mud 
High material damage risk flooding and landslip 
Disastrous water course management 
Intertidal: WRC has no knowledge 
Wetlands: WRC has no knowledge of eels 
Wetlands: WRC has no knowledge of its values to freshwater species 
Wgtn harbour and submarine fresh water spring, WRC know nothing of their 
value to species 
Native intertidal plants, WRC does not know their function 
Cost to ratepayers 
Wgtn harbour submarine fresh water spring must be recognised as area of 
conservation value 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Plant more trees 
Regional council and local authorities cooperate and work together 
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Trap/shoot more pest animals 
WRC needs a means when local marine knowledge is recognised 
Support public transport more 
Govt and councils and all recreational fishing authorities recognise our marine 
knowledge, but not WRC.  Why? 
Encourage proper review of district plans 
Promote local planting and vegetation maintenance 
Insist upon proper process and consultation 
Insist the councils support volunteerism 
Support residents associations and lobby councils 
“Throw the rascals out” in October 
Complain! about the bylaw breaches 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

WRC must stop planting willows in waterways 
WRC has no knowledge of the function of native wetland plants 
We offer our marine and intertidal knowledge and you WRC refuse it! 
WRC needs to recognise informal marine and intertidal knowledge 
Reduce/subsidise public transport fares 
WRC must repair the Morea estuary, the inlet pipe at low tide drain the estuary 
WRC’s sediment trap design is hopelessly inadequate 
WRC environmental division is under resourced, lack skills, lack staff 
WRC must record endocrine chemicals in waste water  
WRC must stop spraying weed killer in the intertidal zone 
WRC needs to recognise informal marine knowledge 
WRC needs to stop belittling those who appear at resource consent hearings 
WRC needs to write an intertidal plant guide to advise their own staff on plants 
value 
WRC needs to improve the resources of their own environmental division 
WRC must stop filling in the Okowai Lagoon with more mud 
WRC must stop putting weed killer in our streams 
WRC needs to acquire habitat for native and ***** fish requirements  
Amalgamate into a mini super city 
Insist on District Plan review 
Cut cooperative deals with local authorities 
Fund local initiatives 
WRC must record cynobacteria in streams 
WRC has no idea of the value of intertidal zone to marine species – why? 

Notes 
Question 1 & 2: too ambiguous questions 
The core problems are politics and process 
·  The legal requirement for consultation is recognised and pursued as a 

substitute for action 
·  Given the present structure of local and regional government will never 

provide the resources for proper research and planning – it surely? can be 
done on the back of funding by property tax rates 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ���������������
�

·  The level of cooperation between local and regional authorities is: 
-  woeful 
-  regardless of watercourses 
-  aggressive 

·  The problem has been inevitable in relation to water, potable water, 
stormwater, wastewater and sewerage, flooding, pollution of water courses 
and harbours. 

·  Regard meetings and consultation as necessary – we need a mini super 
city! 
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3.2 Porirua group: Orange 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Revegetation in catchments – benefits for biodiversity and water quality in 
streams and harbours 
Expand revegetation on coastlines using native local plant species 
Air quality being maintained at a high level 
Water quality monitoring 
Excellent pest control of possums and stoats in forest area. MAINTAIN this. 
Expand pest control along coastlines – to reduce stoats, possums, weedy 
shrubs, especially boxthorn 
Excellent pest/weed control  
Biodiversity improvement through pest control  
Technical advice e.g. flood control  
Water quality decline being slowed down 
Strengthen soil conservation action on farms and subdivisions through 
regulation and physical means 
Responsive public relations especially with children and young people 
Parks management 
Maintain and enhance good public access and management of coastlines from 
recreation 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Expand control of boxthorn on coastlines 
Sedimentation deriving from poor soil management 
Query about zinc contamination from NZTA crash barriers 
Inadequate control of domestic cats at night impacts negatively on occurrence 
and breeding success of native birds 
Firm control of horses and dogs on Pauatahanui Inlet at low tide 
Loss of landscape features through poor management of urban development 
Water quality in harbour so poor as to create health risks especially for 
shellfish gathering 
Stormwater management inadequate; pollutants, sediments 
Sedimentation in harbour 
Vehicle access around coast and on beaches 
Habitat loss especially littoral freshwater and coastal habitats = loss of 
biodiversity 
Riparian planting is good but concern about limited species used 
Inadequate control on sedimentation in harbours 
Septic tank contamination of water table 
Habitat loss through land use changes; native forest and inadequate restoration 
Very poor waterway water quality 
Continuing very poor coastal water quality 
Expand control of pink ragwort (Senecia glasifolius) on public land especially 
near coasts 
Roading management conflicting with habitat management and restoration 
around harbours 
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Excessive discolouration of Porirua Stream following heavy rain – control 
erosion 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Enhancement of saltmarsh 
Continue to encourage and support community involvement 
Increase biodiversity in bush corridors 
Help landowners to retire uneconomic land to reduce runoff 
Upgrade stormwater and sewerage systems especially in Pauatahanui 
Re-establish shore line vegetation especially rush land 
Improve stormwater management 
Encourage more public participation in maintaining/enhancing water quality in 
streams and rivers 
Encourage voluntary monitoring of birds, reptiles and other biota in natural 
habitats 
Continue to plant native plant species on public land – revegetation 
Encourage removal of pest plants on streamsides and coastlines 
Strengthen night time control of domestic cats to improve protection of native 
birds 
Better manage customary harvesting of shellfish in harbours and coastlines; 
excessive penalty 
Improve knowledge of system dynamics and ecology to target efforts at 
improvement and change 
Encourage wider interest in using smokeless or low-smoke household heating 
to improve air quality 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Strengthen oversight of shellfish harvesting in harbours 
Provide more funding support for properly constituted community groups 
Improve fisheries management rules and enforcement and coordination and 
education 
Enhance education/awareness initiatives 
Enhance habitat restoration activities of all types  
Tighten up regulation of sediment input to waterways 
Sponsor more and targeted research activities 
Encourage the development of integrated management plans – with good 
information 
Improve public awareness of importance of control of animal and plant pests; 
films, notices, news media 
Maintain vigorous control of animal pests in all natural habitats to protect 
forests and birds 
Strengthen regulatory and physical control of soil erosion, especially in 
subdivisions 
Re-activate education about stormwater targeting local community groups 
Need for fisheries control/monitoring; whitebaiting, eeling, shellfish collecting 
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See most of points for Question 6 – Regional council needs to be involved 
Read and implement the Pauatahanui Inlet Action Plan 
Maintain and enhance high scenic amenity of landscapes, especially high hills 
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3.3 Porirua group: Black 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Pest control efforts – birds 
Parks for local community 
A healthy environment is a good place to relax 
Planting natives revegetates without health issues 
What’s good for the environment is good for people 
Replenishing native tress for bird life 
Walkways excellent, Bothamley Lane, Pauatahanui 
Parks and open spaces for views and recreation 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Water quality in the harbour and Titahi Bay are not good enough to eat food 
from 
Future impact of Transmission Gully on biodiversity management 
Maintain original forest but re-vegetate e.g. weed control in areas 
Water quality – no good as food resource 
Pine pollen aggravates asthma 
Aotea Lagoon cableway – no way! 
Management of weeds in native vegetation 
Kenepuru Stream looks like a drain – get rid of the concrete and plant natives 
and the wildlife will benefit 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Replanting to prevent erosion and protect water quality 
Soil management plan? 
Community involvement 
Responsibility! Community ownership! Active support from council 
Actively plant bird friendly plants in home gardens to attract native birds 
Join with community groups to replant areas, especially riparian zones 
Have a say on local issues to do with environment 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Help make sure a united front on issues. All working together 
Keep in touch with the community – information sheets, assistance 
How do the members of the public communicate their ideas to the council? 
Connect with community on a very local basis e.g. church, local cultural 
groups 
Provide expert advice and direction to community groups 
Community information education officer 
Control environmental weeds and list them so people know which ones are not 
allowed 
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Marketing for community interest 
More park rangers and guided walks e.g. Whitireia and Pauatahanui 
Information signage within project areas 
Education officers at schools 
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3.4 Porirua group: Purple 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Good views of hills and bush areas 
Recreation – 4WD, cycling, walking 
Pest management 
Water management 
Swimming beaches 
Coastal and marine: many positives apart from sewage 
Soils: GWRC efforts with erosion control  - running the nursery a plus 
Good biological diversity 
Open spaces to ride horses in 
Appreciate pest control  
GWRC pest management generally good 
People on the ground good and communicate 
Hutt River and river trail well managed – an excellent resource 
Landscape: Wellington – high value sea/sky/land undervalued by GWRC.  
Windfarm development. NZ landscapes small boutique-like compared with 
some overseas landscapes 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Pollution beaches 
Wipe out possums altogether 
Factory pollution e.g. Exide 
Possibility of our fantastic views being ruined by a windfarm 
Sewage spilling into harbour 
Raw sewage still spilled into waterways, harbour 
Not strong enough control of pests on areas of non-GWRC or public land 
where there is a problem 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Assist with and cooperate with pest management 
Pest management (hares, possums, rabbits) cooperate 
Badger GWRC and Upper Hutt City Council and Porirua City Council 
Work positively with “local bodies” 
Plantings for birds 
Promote pest control  
Plant for birds 
Promote good road safety in the area 
Lobbying councils and taking part in decision making 
Community group to discuss issues 
Lobby councils – education for members 
Active residents associations 
Keeping valley free of litter 
Amenity planting – wetland enhancement 
Attempt mobilise members and coordinate coherent responses to local bodies 
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Farming and manage the land sustainably 
Control gorse 
GWRC been part of the successful reduction in TB infected herbs 
Shoot pukekos! 
Landscape enhancement 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

GWRC needs to listen to concerns of local councils 
Consult properly with local residents 
Not build windfarms 
Manage sewage – not spill in harbours 
Police polluters 
Management of commuter transport 
Councillors generally listen – GWRC not always 
Core business 
Manage regional parks reconditional uses 
Keep the landscape free of impediments to the values.  No windfarms, 
minimum pylons/towers, minimum signage 
Coordinate pest control  
One part of GWRC does not communicate with another 
No wind farms on ridges or on bush clad areas 
Manage sewage better.  No raw sewage into waterways and harbours 
Maintain a comprehensive public transport system 
Needs to consult properly over issues that affect the local community 
Good rubbish disposal 
Communicate better within GWRC between different departments 
Manage regional parks – farming, recreation, forestry 
Manage rail system – commuter 
Community and council to work together on pest management 
Maintain good air quality throughout the region, but not to the extent to ban 
wood burner fires 
Make sure open space by public and private is valued 
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3.5 Porirua group: A 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Clean air 
Not over crowded, not built up 
Clean air, skies 
Smell of the sea (its good until you reach Porirua) 
Clear skies 
Good recreational opportunities 
Nice bush walks, Cambourne walkway 
Beaches generally clean 
Good recreational activities, fishing, water sports, walking, paragliding 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Areas become restricted because of poaching – Makara 
Beaches and harbour polluted by sewage 
Public risk from sewage 
Over fishing 
Run off from roads, new developments 
Run off causing siltation and pollution 
Lots of litter/rubbish in streams 
Lack of planting resulting in lack of biodiversity 
Destruction of Taupo swamp 
Reduced fish numbers 
Pollution of harbour by adjoining businesses 
Lack of fish in harbour kill off of fish breeding grounds 
Litter ends up in harbour 
Get rid of gorse - kill soils 
Harbour not able to be used for recreation 
Storm waste (cars etc…) pollution running into harbour 
Reduced bird life 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Household recycling 
Complain to the council about neglect 
Make sure the regional council does its job 
Catch and report those people who are dumping the rubbish 
Education of the local population about the following 
Plant more natives for biodiversity 
Use public transport 
Those who offend should be responsible for cleaning up 
Pollution recycling, erosion, public transport 
Report illegal poaching 
Form a group 
Report illegal dumping 
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More parking at station to encourage the use of trains 
Grant prosecution of polluters and heavy penalties 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Talk to community often 
Prosecute polluters 
Reintroduce flounder into Paremata and Porirua harbour 
Fines for those who pollute 
Maintain infrastructure e.g. storm water sewer 
Take more note of what the community is saying 
Higher priority and money for harbour 
Dredge the harbour and bar to allow for more opportunities for use 
Ferry services, recreational opportunities 
Clean up Porirua stream 
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3.6 Porirua group: B 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

It’s not so bad. We have time 
Varied landscape- sea, streams, hills, bush, pasture 
Kai Moana scarce 
Free ride on train 
Improved attitude to Pauatahanui inlet by the general public 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Lack of Kai Moana 
Birds more important than people 
Restriction on access to coast, have to travel a long way 
Private land ownership cultural ideas of land use 
Can’t understand why we can’t hunt in parks      
Philosophy wrong science too narrow 
Polluted Kai Moana. Soil erosion on beds 
Pak ‘n’ Save bags and bottles in ocean 
Community initiatives to improve the environment are restricted by 
laws/rules/private ownership 
Too much vehicle use within the Pauatahanui inlet 
Integration of community skills that reduce waste is not happening. Flax vs. 
plastic bags 
Farmers should be made to recycle waste and ensure discharges are clean 
People think they own the land the people are a part of the land 
People think they own the land, they don’t the land owns the people 
Need to understand the interrelationship of everything 
Building too close to waterways 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Green belts along the waterway -> better water quality 
Everybody to understand the lore 
Educate the community on the environment - all of us 
Ensure the people love everything they see 
Walk, public transport, plant trees, acknowledge the environment and your part 
in it 
Take resources in a responsible manner 
Make sure our children know and appreciate our natural environment 
Educate, - hands on, - explain connection between people and environment 
Recycle – initiatives to encourage money back 
Less plastic, less rubbish, better filtering of water waste and disposal of waste 
minimise impact 
Mana whenua – 2 way give and take reciprocity 
Make voices heard and vote for environmentally friendly councillors 
I can’t eat money, realise we are ruining our food stores 
How to encourage young people to value the environment 
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We all work together 
Localized education – stuff that relates 
Respect what the people are doing to help community initiatives 
People – local growers, churches, schools, sports groups, became aware of 
common needs and community 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Promote biodiversity 
Look after waste disposal water quality 
Shift Grays Road back from the shore line 
Incentives for recycling – clean up waste 
Continue free ride on trains for elderly 
Porirua stream redesigned at Cannons Creek Park 
Place to exchange views and learn skills on natural resources eg. Flax 
Plant more flax 
Protect sand dunes 
Manage on the basis of interrelationship integrated management 
Use success storied from other parts of the country to influence our decisions 
Better regulation adjacent to waterways 
Bring back the Queens chain 
Keep the stock out of waterways 
To clean up the waterways – so Kai moana recovers 
Better access to coast 
Greater efforts from Ministry of Education, secondary and primary 
schools/teachers to make environmental education a necessary part of every 
students curriculum 
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3.7 Porirua group: C 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Working well together 
Restoring bush 
Encourage learning 
Healthy environment 
Food gathering 
Protecting bush etc. for future 
Intellectually stimulating in all ways 
Good environment/biodiversity/animal health, leads to good human animal 
health 
Recreation 
Flood protection 
Healthy soils �  better plant cover, biodiversity 
Good coastal area = edible Kai moana 
Better water, better stock, better food production, healthy diet 
Community activities 
Good health 
Lifts your spirits 
Better overall environment �  it is naturally more enjoying and interesting �  
designing for more knowledge 
Feeling alive stimulates mind 
Relaxing 
Not harmed in flood to give soil fertility 
Better biodiversity -> increase relaxation for humans, more ability to enjoy eg. 
Bird song 
Air quality will be affected by TC and noise 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Landscape (no Ahern hills) unsustainable 
Land use change needed �  no strategy/vision for this 
Current land use not economically sustainable 
Rates increases when areas are planted and covenanted  = unfair 
Uncertainty about landscape around the harbour in the future 
GWRC staff changing 
Developing relationships 
Poor strategic planning need to take opportunities (recreational) when 
development occurs (NZTA) e.g. SH58 and pathway 
Increased pine pollination �  worse health issues 
Removal of pine production plantation leads to soil erosion. Needs good 
controls 
Different agendas 
Lack of sewage in low lying areas e.g. Pauatahanui and Motukaraka Point, 
needs people? 
To enable tasks to be funded, thinking outside ‘regulations’.  
Septic tanks not appropriate 
Planning not adequate for hazard risks �  under resourced 
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Funding to personnel 
City council/GW boundaries duplication 
Lack of local enthusiasm and commitment  
Confusion over administration of streams i.e. moll between PCC and GW too 
confusing is a stream a stream 
Over population too many subdivisions 
Hemmed in by regulation 
Light pollution 
Re-vegetation can sometimes cause more erosion – shading out of grasses 
which bind gravels 
No long term planning of effect of land use change 
Emergency management under resourced 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Storm water treatment 
Installing solar panels 
Roof finishes that produce potable water i.e. No zinc 
Bush corridor through Belmont Park 
Lobby politicians! 
Very under resourced 
Swap Battlehill for Kakaho valley 
Installing home wind power (very small size) 
How to get community involved 
Rubbish a real problem; education 
Refund on bottles 
Church programmes – environment education programmes 
School programme 
Sports clubs – Environmental Education Programs 
Use esplanade strips for recreational paths 
Develop to allow for natural events i.e. Floods 
Houses on piles 
Communities educating communities 
Encouraging communities to get involved in groups like PICT 
Water storage on larger scale (dams) 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Provide continuous staff/public relationships, staff turn over a problem 
Requiring grey water storage, solar panels, etc. with new building development 
Better emphasis on weed management 
Better inter and intra council communication 
Poor enforcement by GW 
Regulation of individual building sites post construction earth works 
Bridle tracks alongside roads (20 metre road) 
Educate population on detrimental effects of green waste (garden waste) 
Improving efficiency between GW and TAs and DOC 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ���������������
�

Ensure school programmes go to secondary schools too 
Requiring esplanade strips for all subdivisions to provide walkways, even if 
over time 
Kakaho Valley, better opportunities for environmental enhancements than 
Battle Hill. Battle Hill completed. 
Pest control improve on lifestyle blocks, need to educate lifestylers 
Ensure people are treated consistently – regardless of size of pockets 
Use legal road width of esplanade strips for recreation 
Regulating cats and licence (no cat areas) 
Support for community groups – staff resources, money, brochures/material.  
Improve tracks and access for this side of Belmont Regional Park 
Review permitted activity water takes 
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4. Otaki 
7 August 2010 

4.1 Otaki group: Orange2 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Greater Wellington is great to work with – keep it up! 
Continue good working relationship with rate payers and primary producers 
River flood management is excellent – needs to continue 
Concerned with soil graph – (Hautore Plains) 
Good working relationship with GWRC staff and elected members 
Good control of noxious animals possum and ferret.  Need to be conditioned 
funding 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Biodiversity needs intensified care by landform management 
Animal pest management must be upgraded both in degree and duration 
Encourage horticultural redevelopment in Otaki area 
Mangapouri Stream pollution remain inadequately managed Otaki township 
health is dependent on this 
Noxious weeds passion fruit, ragwort 
Storm water runoff to streams 
Noxious and general weed management needs intensified effort 
Not good enough to give Fonterra responsibility for fencing, problem is bigger 
than that 
Soil management could improve costs, reduced loss and leaching via our 
smaller waterway 
Animal welfare education life style blocks 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Active care groups friends Otaki River 
Working with elected members and GWRC depts., and staff 
Encourage local pride in the natural resources that we have 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Don’t over regulate the primary producers with regulations (RMA) which lead 
to increased costs and management issues 
Improve financial antonym for care groups 
Logic of care group funding needs consistency 
Spending of funding should be left to care groups 
Help maintain expressway progress with friends of Otaki river 
Encourage good quality property management – both large, small commercial 
residential 
Need better weed monitoring with pest weeds in GWRC Otaki 
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4.2 Otaki group: Orange 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Good work on Otaki River, chystalls, planting 
Love the planting on Otaki river banks 
Good planting around Waikanae beach lagoons 
Massey fisheries research 
GWRC gives us wonderful help with plants, spraying weeds, and money to 
maintain our recreation areas 
GW and DOC work with restoration groups in Kapiti   
Work at Nga Manu 
We have marvellous bird corridors in Waikanae from Kapiti Island to the hills 
DOC education and support programmes booklets 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Poor water flow in Waikanae River 
Are our soils being polluted? From: effluent? fertilizers? or chemicals? 
Rabbit control   
Water supply and sewerage disposal should be in place before housing 
development and Waikanae 
Protect horticulture land [from?] building and roads 
Replanting Waikanae River following flood control work 
Worst natural resources is fishery 
Major decline in Kapiti fisheries 
Impact expressway on biodiversity for Kapiti 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Conservation groups, planting groups, educate the community 
Keep up communication with local authorities 
Support WRC 
Getting neighbours involved 
Keep chemicals out of storm water and waterways  
Support clean up groups locally 
Reduce water consumption 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Help de-pollute Mangapouri stream 
Dairy farmers don’t have effluent controlled 
Improved regulation and enforcements (Department of Fisheries and DoC) 
restoration 
We need better sewage management on the Kapiti Coast 
Encourage re-vegetation of farmland and river bank 
Public education via media on biodiversity 
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Effluent control – stock pollution of waterways 
Encourage conservation 
Chemical collection days for areas away from landfill 
Co-ordinate management of coastal and estuary fishery 
Corridors to encourage bird life Otaki 
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4.3 Otaki group: Blue 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Marine reserves Kapiti Island, very good  
Marine reserve off Kapiti    
Tararuas need to be all covered by bush, like Hemi Matenga 
We have an area coming under increasing threat from urban sprawl. Needs 
protection, by a strong council 
Potable drinking water is of good quality 
Locals planting trees to feed the native birds 
The underdeveloped beach front 
Unpolluted air to breathe is great   
Kapiti is a winner lets expand to wetlands 
Pharazyn reserve around old Waikanae oxidation ponds is very good 
Hemi Matenga bush reserve Waikanae-very good conservation estate 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Cleaning Waikanae River above state highway – left to land owner 
Mangapouri stream �  Waitohu river poorly managed 
Coastal erosion ‘managed retreat’ allows erosion and encroachment by the sea, 
loss of coastal land 
Question - the gravel moved at the Otaki river mouth? Is it a natural process?? 
If not why is it changed? 
Waikanae River summer algal blooms balance between water supply 
maintained at minimum river flow 
Planting of exotics for commercial proposes in Tararuas 
Storm water from urban areas going into waterways 
Degradation of soil by lifestyler’s horses 
Degradation of soil by farmers spraying and fertilizers 
GWRC should be closely involved with express way if will affect all approach 
of environment 
Waikanae River above SH1 – debris from farmland cause shingle build up 
Coastal/marine main concern with sand dunes and how people activity is 
managed 
Loss of fertile (highly fertile) land to housing and expressway 
Loss of tree cover better needed for flood protection 
Debris in waterways 
Impact of proposed express way on land – wetlands, arable land, water, 
ecological 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Tighter controls on removing gravel from our river beds, dry bed only 
Make effective use of community groups to promote GWRC activities 
Help in clearing local streams and drains 
Locals should be encouraged to be aware of councils objectives 
More effective flood protection on rivers (gains vs what it cost) 
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Marine reserve around Mana Island 
Volunteer groups should be recognized nationally 
Can individuals be trained to monitor waterways and soil? 
More proactive land management of land use around our waterways 
Public need to be informed of councils work 
Plant more pingao out at the beach 
Need to bring in expertise of community councillors to the people, need people 
at intermediate level, also local knowledge 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Mana Island – establish a marine reserve on landward side over to mainland 
Coastal erosion and protection, adopt pro active defensive policy rather than 
passive sounding managed retreat 
Continue this kind of process and gain people’s ideas and thinking 
Week control in local areas Te Hapua 
Locally very good (Otaki) and used feedback from Kapiti club fly fishing 
Coastal protection accept more as a community and WRC and district, 
including responsibility of property owners 
Oversight of programmes across the area for consistency 
Fund individual land owner when developing new wet lands sand dune erosion 
GWRC needs to be more proactive in confronting people who just don’t give a 
damn 
Community awards of peoples contribution to improving environment 
More marine reserves as per Kapiti   
Possum control environmentally acceptable not 1080 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ������4��������
�

4.4 Otaki group: Green 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Possum control (improved bird life) 
Riparian planting assistance 
Rain water pond collectors 
Coastal dune management, improving.  Underground water being managed 
quality etc and records 
Keep up liaison with Iwi groups 
Sunsets Kapiti coastal strip 
Increase in over all biodiversity 
Otaki Waitohu river groups support 
Coastal protection 
Regular feed back on quality monitoring 
Walkways and cycle ways great! 
Mountain/hill view great, no wind farms 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Pollution of streams by runoff (esp. urban) 
Willows – stream gouging behind Waitohu wootton and opposite 
River storm flooding  
Waterway quality still needs to be worked on 
Overly complex process for monitoring water usage 
Toxic algae in summer 
Keep bull dozers away from stream cutting. Let streams meander 
No more pylons on foot hills 
Wetland restoration 
Pollution of waterways leading to coastal pollution 
More help for riparian fencing/planting needed 
River bed gravel extraction (especially in Whitebait season) 
Run off from quarry pollutes stream 
Control of mustelids, rabbits 
Vehicles on beaches and dunes 
No wind mills on sky line 
Noxious weeds e.g. Old mans beard gorse in stream beds 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Insist on sustainable land use (e.g. fertilizers urea) 
Support farmers to fence plant waterways 
Making community aware and get wider community involved 
Keep up education information 
Mangapouri stream pollutes Waitohu rid of willows 
Support voluntary groups 
Don’t use bore water in our rivers tell KCDC 
Build damns and reservoirs tell KCDC 
Clean up Maungapouri 
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Rabbit control   
Under-take proper research before touching river water 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Encourage sustainable land practices (e.g. Fertilizer use) 
Avoid going over board with health and safety issues 
More support for riparian fencing/planting 
Influence KCDC to have sustainable water scheme 
Rates relief for planning areas 
Get willows out of our streams 
Work closely with district council and care groups, community groups 
Education schools, involved 
Walkways and cycle ways great keep going 
Take long term view of resource use/management 
Let streams meander, do not cut 
Water use education 
Walkways and cycle ways more of 
Work with KCDC to protect increase coastal marine planting 
Tell KCDC to build reservoirs 
Encourage rail commuter trains from Otaki �  Wgtn 
Water metre provided by WRC simplify documentation process 
Address water problems 
Hands off Otaki River 
Don’t use bore water in our rivers KCDC  
While alternatives are unavailable continue viable use of 1080 
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4.5 Otaki group: Silver 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Advice on wetland protection and restoration 
Safe environment educational value restoration 
Area for people/community to work/enjoy social advantage of environment for 
all species 
Support for land owners pest and weed control, very helpful 
Local are proud of the restoration dune areas – public thank workers as they are 
planting. There for all to enjoy 
Safe area: place for community to be proud of take pride in encourage tourists 
and visitors to the area 
Support for Reg council in opposing the potential of the expressway to 
adversely affect S.W.C.A.  
Destruction of protected areas from vehicles  
Naturally occur benefits – a wonderful coastal play ground for every body to 
enjoy, feel free and respect 
Restored dunes means less erosion and more beach left for our grandchildren to 
play on 
Clean air is good for our health 
Healthy rivers and sea breed diverse fish life 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Ignorance of land owners, re-planting should be guide lines, laws. Only plant 
specific natives in the area 
How to reverse effect of impact on environment by pending 100m wide 
expressway 
River beautification 
Little control of massive use/abuse of artificial fertilizer on pasture affects H2O 
quality 
Cats permitted in areas where lizards, geckos etc threatened. Educate people 
about them 
Improved river ways improves social and physical aspects of health 
The concrete river expressway is the death to all good that GWRC and 
community group have/are working on 
Despite KCDC’s efforts continual erosion of dunes by vehicles  
Ban wattle trees and pine trees and other exotics 
More swales less storm water drains more rain collection and filtering ponds 
Need to see much more action on the adverse effects of proposed expressway 
Create a message, local logo that we can chant out! 
The concrete river will impact on humans in every way 
Community exposed to excess EMF from all towns which are placed on the 
landscape without a sensible plan 
Too much tar-seal creates flooding not enough permeable surfaces 
Problems created from natural resources = the non management of GWRC to 
assist farmers to fence riparian materials to ensure H2O quality in lagoon and 
beach. As well as potable H2O and H2O table 
People ignorance importance of wetland areas 
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Years of work and effort restoring natural landscape will be destroyed if an 
expressway is allowed to dissect the district 
Loss of air quality if GWRC doesn’t get involved in banning a new expressway 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Youth groups: managed planting, landscaping, clearing by local groups but 
man power youth 
Ban bike from beach areas, they destroy the sand dunes  
We have covenanted our wetland and planted 1000’s of trees 
Use organic approach to farming and horticulture to influence health of all 
resources 
Support local iwi in their important contribution to natural resources 
management 
Protect the last wetlands we have left 
Many land owners have years of experience in wetland restoration – we could 
share that with new landowners 
Well designed interpretative signage as educational info for respective areas – 
i.e. embracing all aspects. (GWRC to fund) 
Educate people on growing/cultivating bad weeds/plants 
We can plant and manage weed control with some assistance 
Food forests attract human and bird life to feast on good food and support 
biodiversity 
Recycle foods wastes and build living soils in our own backyard 
Pick up rubbish and plastic bottles from public places 
Already convene H2O monitoring potable H2O harvesting e.g. Te Horo Beach 
H2O Working Party (monitoring paid by KCDC) 
Maremont reserve group weed maintenance plant care also beach clean ups 
Locals need to be educated about environment they live in.  road, show, local  
vehicle, visit school groups 
Local groups restoration run education/planting proper Onsite!!! 
Speak up about negative things happening in their local area 
Ban haphazard erection of cell towers. Identify best location with least 
interference of landscape for and most distant from residential areas support 
high density housing in small areas and promote native bush re-vegetation and 
swamp lands connects sea to ranges. More habitats for biological diversity = 
better habitat for people 
Support organic approaches to growing 
Lots of community gardens 
Grow food forests on public land 
Ban and fight against a new expressway which would damage the air, 
waterway, landscape, form and ruin biological diversity and soil 
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What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Support use of non-toxic means of weed control when ever possible 
Make compliance and monitoring a priority 
No follow up for contamination of Mangaone stream by GWRC since 1996/7 
report which identified source and need to fence riparian margins. Cows today 
walk thru/graze banks and stream 
Be proactive in the community so we know what you do 
More education for communities on what does WRC do and how can 
individuals be involved. Raise awareness of all the good things WRC already 
does 
Don’t talk about the 6 natural resources if you allow an expressway to destroy 
them 
Stop straightening streams and concreting the edges – killing biodiversity 
natural plantings 
Have more events to recognize the contribution of volunteers 
Lobby govt. to ban new expressway continues to extend electrification of train 
line. Cont. to improve train service to Wgtn. Reduce fees by more subsidy 
better links with buses 
Expressway will damage the beautiful landscape, wetlands, biodiversity, GWR 
needs to stop this 
GWRC need protect Otaki. Regrading of Mangaone stream to be more aware 
of plants on banks, and water grading 
Better co-operation between Reg. Council and district council especially over 
planning issues – new subdivision 
Support community gardens 
Plant food forests in parks, edible trees in public spaces 
Support community gardens 
Hold KCDC to account for the things it is responsible for 
Help growers to grow healthy organic food with sustainable practice and 
management and improve profitability 
Collaboration on grading and assist with maintaining planting for whitebait 
proliferation 
We have one of the worst and contaminated streams so please help us 
GWRC most helpful in getting us off the ground with planting under the “take 
care” plan on Mangaone stream reserve which was gorse and scrub 
Nigel Wilson very supportive and proactive  
Promote public transport and more cycle ways and walk ways, and bridle ways 
Promote care groups and give rewards and recognition for their efforts 
Local education resource around environmental issues 
Promote reuse recycle sustainable living 
Issue/agree 10 commandments. Rules for all!!! (Irrespective landowners). 
Tenants re: for planting of trees, natives 
 Start looking after the coastal and estuary fisheries 
Celebrate and promote what we do have 
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4.6 Otaki group: Gold 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Promises of action – water 
Active biosecurity 
Beach not commercialised 
Good shellfish reserves 
Good access to beach 
Good walking access to beach 
Flood management schemes 
Excellent support of community environment related groups 
Planting assistance on stream banks 
Good water supply for benefit 
Having access to wide range of resources needed for growing 
Great walks through the bush and beside rivers 
Good quality of beach and clean up when needed e.g. cars 
Great assistance with weed control  
Great assistance with plant knowledge 
Marine reserve is fantastic 
Relationship with GW fantastic – so much help 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Promised action not delivered – water 
Industrial/town runoff ultimately pollutes Waitohu 
Septic tanks not contracted and going into Waithohu 
Lower the banks on North side of Waitohu to help return wetlands 
Competition for water, urban:rural    
Free water for all users encourages waste 
Sewage cross connection to stormwater and then to stream 
River works not clearing the debris from the water edge 
Lack of local knowledge in their planning for flood protection 
Inconsistency from people within departments.  Ranging from very poor to 
helpful action. 
Waitohu stream pollution increasing 
Clearing up of fallen trees.  Willow and debris in Waitohu causes blockages 
and build up of rubbish 
Water quality in Waitohu being ignored 
Vehicles should not be on beaches 
Shellfish beds not protected 
Farming runoff allowed into waterways – pollution 
Coordination and communication with Kapiti and GWRC 
Cut willows adding to flood problems 
Favouring some land owners at the expense of residence 
Diversions and plans for stormwater into Waitohu and stop banks along 
Mangapori 
Management of water takes. Inconsistency. 
Penalties not imposed for existing water control regs so pollution increasing 
Didymo infestations in the Otaki River 
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Access poor for bikes in some places on Otaki River 
Dunes – feel they are not protected from subdivision 
New fencing put on North side of Waitohu but huge access made which defeats 
purpose 
Have only one vehicle access point per beach 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Can assist with planting 
Report bikes on beach and dunes 
Report pollution to GWRC 
Check action had been taken by GWRC – within timeframe 
Educate groups and schools to monitor the environment 
Access GWRC website for weekly update of completed tasks: dune control, 
waterways, etc by heading 
Get school projects to assist with restoration and wetlands 
GWRC website to show environmental tasks proposed by month 
Planting on foreshores reserve 
Community involvement with monitoring 
Beach cleanup 
Encourage others to plant and not to dump rubbish 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Working with growers to promote best management practices 
Incorporate NZGAP industry programme into Plan as a means to ensure best 
management practices from growers 
Provide one good boat launching facility at each beach 
Education on plants and weeds 
Make pragmatic reasonable rules that don’t stifle innovation and the local 
economy 
Enclose bullet point list of responsibilities re land/water pollution with each 
rates demand 
Monitoring rules and regs compliance effectiveness 
Funding for restoration projects, wetlands, streambanks, dunes 
Educational programmes for local schools and community groups 
Have clarity about split of responsibilities between GW and district councils 
GW – knowledge, back up, bring it together 
Funding for restoration projects 
Work collaboratively on research projects e.g. soil management irrigation 
efficiency 
Keep Otaki resources for local economy and benefit e.g. water 
GWRC website to show environmental tasks completed by month 
Advise the public how community groups/individuals rank in influence vs 
stakeholders e.g. Fed Farmers, Horticulturalists, lobbyists etc 
Signs at beach identifying shells and seaweeds. Result – hopefully people will 
own and thus care for beach 
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Set the rules 
If you’ve got the rule follow it 
Monitor water use: on to property (reticulated, wells, roof collection) and 
disposal (stormwater, sewage, industry agricultural runoff etc) 
Amend council regs to encourage the public to report contamination sources 
Produce brochures/website advising: a) how to protect each resource, b) how to 
report resource pollution/misuse 
Report action taken on environmental complaint – farm/industry runoff – to 
complainant within specified timeframe 
Make all rules and regulations available in simple English 
Detail relevant penalties in document 
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4.7 Otaki group: Purple 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Promotes our culture of connection with outdoors 
Good advice on weed control, land management for individuals 
Planning for water use, but how? 
Recreation 
Prioritisation of problems 
100% NZ pure brand $$ tourism 
Increasing biodiversity 
Weed control has helped us 
Notification for future generations 
Health 
Visible awareness of value of natural environment (education) 
Allows water quality to remain high 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Reduced H2O flow in Waikanae River, water for fish? 
Loss of pride slippery slope 
Loss of biodiversity 
Maunapouri is very bad its sad 
Weeds 
Nikau palm reserve – freedom camping? No! 
Lack of fish in waterway. Need for RC to manage 
More public use more rubbish left around 
Less birds , kill the cats! 
Run off from market gardens and farms from chemicals 
Poisoned land 
What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Plant trees 
Set examples by own behaviour 
Act locally e.g. form care groups 
Small steps e.g. save water plant trees, kill cats 
Keep recycling its going well    
Preserve water 
Recycle 
Use the facilities that we have –go bush 
Everyone should be responsible for cleaning up waste and rubbish 
RC to come up with plan to prevent nasties entering soils and water 
Lack of rubbish bins in Otaki 
RC needs to manage fish so that sufficient number remain 
To educate locals to avoid being to severe on gathering fish 
Encourage local action �  clean your own backyard 
Locals walking dogs not picking up dog dropping, education? 
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What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Subsidise positive activities 
Create policy that makes it easier to develop in environmentally sensitive ways 
Price water (over basic domestic consumption) 
Lower the consultation thresholds for consents 
Privatise water (efficiency and provide for reasonable needs) 
No private water 
Keep water in public ownership no privatisation! 
Information as well as educations 
Create a policy for lake creations (not a bore) 
Continue to provide shroud for planting around waterways 
Manage water use efficiently 
Keep up the good work and extend our man power 
GWRC should prepare now for the onslaught by privatisation lobby [of water] 
Control discharges 
Continues streams alive programs 
Expand on recycling system but keep costs down 
Simple and flexible policy �  set the vision 
Market is only efficient mechanism to decide who gets what resource 
Educate �  tell us where we are going wrong 
More than 1 rubbish bag per household 
Consolidate councils (super city) one authority 
Don’t stifle development 
Don’t stifle development and growth 
Encourage planting of unproductive and unstable rural areas 
Provide better guidelines for storm water management 
Educate farmers especially dairy on nutrient pollution 
More publicity about issues going well and those not going well    
One stop shop for land use matter 
More info in local papers 
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4.8 Otaki group: Purple 2 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Maintenance of sand dunes reduces sand drift and protection against storm 
surges 
Beach very good for recreation and relaxation 
River maintenance reduces flood damages 
Good management of pave influences quality of the river and land down 
stream 
Riparian planting keep water cleaner and cooler, therefore encouraging water 
life 
Well managed parks, tracks and streams promote recreation resulting in better 
physical and mental health of rate payers 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Flooding of homesteads in convent road creating problems of pollution of 
properties requiring massive clean up 
Operations; adversely affecting the value of peoples properties yet the rates are 
increased continuously and nothing is done to prevent flooding 
Also some of the building being affected are historic e.g. houses and stable 
built between 1900-1910. 
Maintenance of streams not good planting of stream edges not extensive 
enough 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

More care groups for waterways and sand dunes 
Community to lobby for more public transport 
Household do more composting of green waste heavily improving soil 
Develop community gardens 
Provide long term, local knowledge for flood protection engineers 
Riparian planting along drains 
Planting fruit and nut trees on berms and other public land 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

River mouth cutting done at wrong time 
Build up road/track on Agar’s farm where the stream spills over and proceeds 
up Convent Rd. this road runs beside the stream from the Convent Rd bridge 
(entrance just by the bridge) 
Look at providing wetland area for excess water in Waitohu during flooding 
More control of willows including removal 
Stop cutting Waitohu river mouth 
Divert Waitohu stream away from housing. Provide larger culvert or bridge at 
Convent Rd/Bennet’s Road area 
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Divert Waitohu stream into a reservoir further up stream to provide water for 
the region 
Better control of noxious animals using local knowledge for maximum effect 
Investigate increasing number of pukeko, duck and mustelid controls 
Lack of communication between KCDC and GW 
Could the flood flows be used for water supply to solving two problems? 
Have better zoning so houses aren’t built in vulnerable areas, from flooding 
and coastal erosion 
Better information of flooding damages 
Flood management staff need to talk to locals 
More/better public transport 
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4.9 Otaki group: Yellow 
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Notes: Baring head purchase very good, Regional Council responded well to 
stream pollution, supportive of pest control. 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Te Hapua coastal wetland ex support and help in its restoration and 
preservation, weed control, pest control, funding, fencing, advice on planting, 
lobbying 
Planting stream sides and extending forest remnants  
Restoration on dunes 
Hydrological monitoring of Te Hapua wetland by GW – great! 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Stream erosion building encroachment 
Less paper use 
Destruction of habitat wetlands 
Karkariki stream is sometimes polluted 
Local rat and rabbit populations 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Coastal wetlands – loss 97%! GWRC - prioritise this issue but need to be more 
forceful against subdivisions  
Resources consents at local level to protect what’s left.  Monitoring 
subdivisions essential – keep vigilance over local planners 
Coastal strip between Te Horo and Pekapeka should be preserved from further 
development or subdivisions 
More groups restoring dunes streams 
Support development and restoration of ecological corridors 
Restrict/stop any new development in ecological corridors 
Support development of reserves control development (building) 
Protest when developers destroy bush or dunes 
Don’t pander to high power developers by “compromise” 
Cut out the word “enhancement” on application – only enhances the developers 
money 
Oppose inappropriate development in fragile ecosystems 
Restoration private land reserves volunteer groups 
Promote planting of local species 
Insist on better monitoring by local council  
More pest control   
Media exposure for infringement 
Acquire sensitive land as opportunities arise  
Monitor standards of ‘discretionary’ resource consents 
Support development of reserves 
Oppose inappropriate development – particularly in fragile ecosystems 
Hit media 
Encourage more public to join the already large variety of people on restoration 
of rehabilitation from hills to sea 
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Take advantage of funds available through DoC 
Be watchdogs 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Not favour developers and ‘rates’ over natural resource protection 
Ensure that building developments do not damage sensitive areas 
More abatements for earthmoving infringements 
Stop all levelling of dunes for subdivisions. Ultra emphasis on protecting 
‘dunes North of Pekapeka’, outstanding landscape 
Consult with local groups on use of regional lands 
Insist on stream side planting natives in catchments 
Require developers to facilitate wetlands/landforms in subdivisions <- but not 
by destroying then putting in alterations called enhancement for storm water 
Support local groups – equipment, - materials, - plants 
Play an active roll in controlling the route of the proposed expressway 
Provide expert guidance on environmental matters 
Keep contours of any coastal sub-divisions and monitoring excavation 
Facilitate and support improved public transport 
We need another bridge 
Fight expressway on coastal route!! Not too late 
Require recycling, yes! 
Ensure that expressway awards local wetlands, reserves etc 
How much influence can WRC have on KCDC water proposals 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ������5���������
�

4.10 Otaki group: Black 
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The benefits (and values) that we expect from local  
natural resources when they are in a very good stat e 

Waikanae river native plantings a blessing please continue 
Care groups need help provide leadership in protected the local environment 
Clear fire burning Mangapouri Stream 
Wetlands lagoon filter water, air, habitat for life 
Do not remove Otaki water away from Otaki district to support the pending 
future super Wellington city which would probably not include Otaki 
Stream clean. Less flooding 
Tararuas provide biodiversity and enjoyment please protect, no mining 

The problems that we experience from local natural 
resources when they are in a very poor state 

Proposed motorway will cause possible extra flood from runoff of new 
expressway additional water to streams Mangapouri and Otaki 
Too many glossy or papers full of platitudes 
Loss of land at stream. Less volume of water able to pass freely down to sea 
Slips, erosion in Tararuas and foot hills a danger 
Expressway concerns Otaki biological diversity plants, birds, lizards, fish, 
insects, etc 
Clean free flowing stream (Mangapouri, Otaki) faster, flowing less chance of 
flooding also enlarge opening under railway line  
Fear air pollution from proposed expressway 
Mangapouri Stream a disgrace. Talk but no action 
Polluted stream kills plant life 
Future storm water flooding 
Don’t take water from Otaki. If present boundaries changed control of Otaki 
water could be taken away from Otaki 
Clean stream regularly 
Poor regional planning 
Loss of landscape (trees etc) proposed motor way 
Weeds blackberry, gorse, out competing native plants destroying biodiversity 
Noise pollution from proposed expressway 
Beware spread of unconsidered development. Need care to protect all resources 
Low land rivers cleaned up.  Stop expressway from destroying Kapiti 
environment 
Stop development on coastal areas and hill tops 
Loss of animal life i.e. Birds with proposed expressway 
Possums, stoats, rats, on natives and coastal environments 
The car and development lobby has too much say 
Air polluted by expressway plus noise and light issues 
Flooding from proposed motorway 

What our communities can do to improve the state of  
natural resources in our area 

Continued and expanded help to care groups providing the expertise and 
leadership 
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We could help with planting of streams etc. pick up of rubbish beaches, parks, 
streams etc 
Community groups like ‘neighbourhood watch’ counter part 
Provide labour and man power and input 
Provide equipment requested by groups 
Rates are the price we pay for a civilised society how set they are is the 
question  
Partnership 

What the Regional Council can do or be, to reinforc e our 
communities’ efforts at improving the state of natu ral 
resources 

Regional council should contest expressway through Kapiti. Effects the 
management of all 6 natural resources  
Partnership 
Enforce regulations on air and waterways pollutions 
Assume the responsibility for stopping the pollution in our streams now 
Take greater control when pollution level shows incapacity of community to 
control behaviour, re-stream pollution 
Provide resources and expertise for management (community provide labour) 
Inform and educate by newsletters and adverts 
Leadership for management 
Wellington regional council take back the responsibility of the streams and 
waterway not some people maintaining streams and others not.  Council can do 
it better and consistent 
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5. Appendix A:  Workshop Programme 
Natural Resources Regional Review 

Community workshop programme 
 
Programme 
Tea, coffee and fruit juice available 
7.00pm Welcome, introductions and programme outline 
7.15pm Presentation with summary of local issues 
7.30pm Workshop starts in groups of 3-8 
9.00pm Workshop completed and plenary report back 
9.20pm Conclusion, and thanks 
Everyone’s contributions should be included on the template. 

Workshop Report 
Following the workshop, the results will be typed into a report along with all 
the other workshops, and web-page submissions.  These will be unreduced and 
unrevised, and should be available on the Regional Council website from 
December 2010.  A summarised version will be sent to participants in this 
workshop, as long as you have provided us with an address for sending it too. 

Only those ideas on the template can be certain of being in the report. 

If workshop participants wish to stay involved in the development of the 
Regional Plan through 2011 and 2012, you should provide your name to 
regional council staff. 

 

1. best of our 
natural resources? 

3. relationship 
with GW? 

2. worst of our 
natural resources? 

4-5. benefits and 
problems? 

6. what can we do? 7. regional council 
role? 

Wo r ks ho p Te mpl ate  
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Review Template 
Question 1. What is the state of the best (most well looked after) natural resource in your area? 

 Each individual in the group marks a letter on the column that most represents their 
own evaluation for a natural resource – these are listed at the bottom of this page.  

Question 2. What is the state of the worst (most poorly looked after) natural resource in your 
area? 

 Each individual in the group marks a letter on the column that most represents their 
own evaluation for a natural resource – these are listed at the bottom of this page. 

Question 3. How is the relationship between you and the Regional Council on natural resource 
management? 

 Each individual in the group marks on “X” on the column that most represents their 
own evaluation. 

Question 4. What are all the benefits (and values) that you expect to experience from local 
natural resources when they are in a very good state? 

 Each individual writes down their ideas on bblluuee post-it notes.  One idea per post-it 
note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note simple.  Put 
the post-it notes on the template.  Start by checking off all the natural resources 
listed at the bottom of the page. 

Question 5. What are all the problems that you expect to experience from local natural resources 
when they are in a very poor state? 

 Each individual writes down their ideas on ppiinnkk post-it notes.  One idea per post-it 
note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note simple.  Put 
onto template.  Start by checking off all the natural resources listed at the bottom of 
the page. 

Question 6. What can you and your community do to improve the state of natural resources in 
your area? 

 Each individual writes down their ideas on yyeell llooww post-it notes.  One idea per post-
it note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note simple. 

Question 7. What can the Regional Council do or be to reinforce your community’s efforts for 
improving the state of natural resources in your area? 

 Each individual writes down their ideas on ggrreeeenn post-it notes.  One idea per post-it 
note.  More than one word per post-it note, but otherwise keep the note simple. 

Note: we are considering the management of at least 6 natural resources in this workshop 

·  (S) Soils 

·  (W) Waterways and lakes 

·  (C) Coastal and marine areas 

·  (A) Air 

·  (F) Landscape form 

·  (B) Biological diversity – plants, birds, lizards, fish, insects, etc 



�

�
������	
��
��������� ����������������
�

6. Appendix B: Workshop Facilitators 
Al Cross 

Amy Holden 

Andrew Nevin 

Andrew Stewart 

Caroline 
Ammundsen 

Christina Schierlitz 

Claire Pascoe 

Dave Cameron 

Don Bell 

Elizabeth Banks 

Graeme Burnett 

Hayley Vujcich 

Iain Dawe 

Ian Gunn 

Jacky Cox 

James Flanagan 

Jeff Evans 

Jeremy Rusbatch 

Jim Flack 

Jo Fagan 

Joanna McVeagh 

Jonathan Streat 

Kate O'Regan 

Kate Zwartz 

Kees Nauta 

Lucy Harper 

Luke Faithful 

Matt Velde 

Melanie McElwee  

Melanie Thornton 

Melissa Jessen 

Mike Longworth 

Miranda Robinson 

Murray McLea 

Nic Conland 

Nicola Shorten 

Nigel Corry 

Patrick Farrell 

Paul Denton 

Rachel Pawson 

Ray Chang 

Rebecca Jamieson 

Richard Grimmett 

Richard Percy 

Robyn Smith 

Sam Winslow 

Scott Ihaka 

Sharon Thurlow 

Sharyn Westlake 

Shelley Martin 

Stan Braaksma 

Stephen Thawley 

Susan Hutchinson-
Daniel 

Susan Smith 

Tracey Grant 

Tim Park 

Tim Porteous 

Tony Faulkner 

Trudy Richards 

Wayne O'Donnell 

 

 


