


Beach access point

US Marines memorial and interpretation site at
MacKays Crossing. Photo: Lindsay Keats

Cycling and horse riding are popular in the
inland dunes

52

9.3 Landscape sensitivity

Taking into consideration the sensitivity of the physical and biological
systems as well as the existing landscape character, the distinct areas
identified above have various degrees of landscape sensitivity.

The coastal dunes are the most sensitive landforms, as their structure and
vegetation is vulnerable to disturbance. The flat peatlands and some of the
modified consolidated dunes are less sensitive to recreational use, but in
general the park is more suited to passive recreational pursuits.

10. Recreation

10.1 General zones of recreation activities

Recreation is focused on different activities within zones of the park.

Zone 1: Coastal dunes

The focus of the coastal dunes zone is on conservation and restoration of
the dune system. Permitted activities within the beach area are suited to
the conservation objectives of the park and include walking, picnicking
and swimming. Access onto the beach is restricted to designated

areas only.

Zone 2: Wainui, Whareroa, MacKays Crossing

The two beach areas, Wainui and Whareroa, have been developed to
provide amenities for picnicking, walking, swimming and cycling.
These areas are also popular for events such as orienteering, and
organized functions such as weddings.

MacKays Crossing is popular for horse riding and visits to the Wellington
Tramways Museum

Zone 3: Inland dunes

The MacKays Crossing entrance gives direct access for walking, cycling
and horse riding within the inland dune system. Recent restoration
planting within the remnant forest and the Whareroa stream have opened
up additional recreational opportunities. Much of this section of the park
remains as open pasture and is still farmed.

Zone 4: Peatland, waterways and wetlands

Development work has been carried out in the last four to five years

to restore and maintain much of the wetlands, streams and the

remnant forest. Extensive tracks, protection fencing and boardwalks have
been used to help improve recreation opportunities within these sensitive
conservation areas of the park.

A future objective for the park is to increase recreation areas and reduce
the extent of farming within the peatland and inland dune areas.



Map 6 Recreation access and facilities
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(See Map.6, Recreation Access and facilities)

10.2 Numbers and preferences of visitors

Queen Elizabeth Park is the most popular of all the regional parks. Today the numbers
are around 240,000 visits per year.

A GWRC survey undertaken in 2005, showed that walking, especially dog walking
and picnicking were by far the most popular activities in the park. Other activities
enjoyed include running, cycling and horse riding. From the same survey response,
Queen Elizabeth was still the most easily recalled and most visited of all the Greater
Wellington regional parks.

Other activities available in the park include the Wellington Tramways Museum and
tram ride from MacKays Crossing to Whareroa Beach. Horse treks run from MacKays
Crossing and a model aircraft group meet regularly near Whareroa Beach.

GWRC has an ongoing relationship with Tangata Whenua and the ‘Friends of Queen
Elizabeth Park’ in order to promote cultural heritage and ecological restoration within
the park.

11. Farming

Today around 400 of the 600 hectares are grazed by beef cattle. The farming units are
also used recreationally for equestrian and orienteering events. The blocks are farmed
using best management techniques including environmentally sustainable methods of
land use, such as fencing off streams, removing pest plant species and retiring blocks of
lands where necessary.

12. Network Utilities

Network utilities associated with Queen Elizabeth Park include overhead electric
cables, gas pipeline and easements, local roading, urban storm water drainage.
The most significant in terms of impact on the park is State Highway 1. (See Map 7)

Tram from the Museum, running between MacKays Crossing and Model aircraft near Whareroa Beach
Whareroa Beach
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Map 7 Network utilities
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Appendix One

Queen Elizabeth Park plant species list

(Ogle, 1981; Mitcalfe et al., 2002)

Nomenclature follows “Ngaa Tipu o0 Aotearoa — New Zealand Plants, Manaaki Whenua — Landcare Research database
(http:/ /nzflora.landcareresearch.co.nz)

Species name

Dacrycarpus dacrydiodes
Podocarpus totara
Prumnopitys taxifolia

Monocot Trees

Cordyline australis
Rhopalostylis sapida

Dicot Trees and Shrubs

Alectryon excelsus
Alectryon excelsus
Brachyglottis repanda
Beilschmiedia tawa
Carmichaelia australis
Coprosma acerosa
Coprosma propinqua
Coprosma repens
Coprosma rhamnoides
Coprosma robusta
Corokia cotoneaster
Corynocarpus laevigatus
Discaria toumatou
Dodonaea viscosa
Dysoxylum spectabile
Elaeocarpus dentatus
Geniostoma rupestre var. ligustrifolium
Griselinia littoralis

Griselinia lucida

Hebe stricta var. atkinsonii
Knightia excelsa

Kunzea ericoides
Laurelia novae-zelandiae
Leptosperum scoparium
Lophomyrtus bullata
Macropiper excelsum
Melicope ternata
Melicytus ramiflorus
Metrosideros robusta
Myoporum laetum
Myrsine australis
Nestegis cunninghamii
Nestegis lanceolata
Nestegis montana
Olearia paniculata
Olearia solandri
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Common name

Gymnosperm Trees

white pine
totara
matai

cabbage tree
nikau palm

titoki

titoki

rangiora

tawa

NI broom
sand coprosma
mingimingi
taupata

karamu

karaka

wild irishman, matagouri
akeake, sticky hop bush

kohehohe
hinau
hangehange
broadleaf

puka

koromiko
rewarewa
kanuka

pukatea

tea tree
ramarama
pepper tree
wharangi
whiteywood
northern rata
ngaio

red matipo

black maire
white maire
narrow-leaved maire
golden akeake
coastal tree daisy

Maori name

kahikitea
totara
matai

ti kouka
nikau

Titoki

titoki

rangiora

tawa

mataka, tarangahape

tarakupenga, tatarahake, tataraheke

mingimingi
taupata
karamu

korokio
karaka

tumatakuri, tumatakuru, tuturi

akeake
kohehohe
hinau
hangehange
kapuka, papauma, maihihi,
paraparauma
puka
koromiko
rewarewa
kanuka
pukatea
manuka
ramarama
kawakawa
wharangi
mahoe

rata

ngaio

mapou

maire

maire

maire roro, maire rauriki
akiraho



Species name

Dicot Trees and Shrubs (continued)

Common name

Maori name

Olearia virgata
Pennantia corymbosa
Pimelea aff. arenaria
Pittosporum tenuifolium
Plagianthus divaricatus
Pseudopanax arboreus
Pseudopanax crassifolius
Solanum aviculare
Sophora microphylla
Streblus banksii
Streblus heterophyllus
Syzygium maire

Monocot Lianes

twiggy tree daisy
kaikomako

sand daphne

black matipo

salt marsh ribbonwood
five-finger

lancewood

poroporo

kowhai

large-leaved milk tree
small-leaved milk tree
swamp maire

kaikomako
autetaranga, toroheke
kohuhu

makaka, houi, runa
whauwhaupaku
horoeka

poroporo

kowhai

ewekuri, pukariao, turepo
tawari, towai, turepo
maire tawake

Ripogonum scandens

Dicot Lianes

supplejack

kareao

Calystegia sepium

Calystegia soldanella
Calystegia tuguriorum
Clematis forsteri
Clematis paniculata
Metrosiderous diffusa
Metrosiderous perforata
Muehlenbeckia australis
Muehlenbeckia complexa
Parsonsia heterophylla
Passiflora tetrandra
Rubus cissoides
Tetragonia implexicoma
Tetragonia tetragonioides

pink or greater bindweed

shore bindweed
climbing convolvulus
small white clematis
white clematis

white climbing rata
clinging rata
pohuehue

wire vine

kaihua, NZ jasmine
NZ passion vine, kohia
bush lawyer

NZ spinach

NZ spinach

pohue, pohuehue, akapohue,
nahinahi

panahi, paraha, pohue, poue
powhiwhi, pouwhiwhi

puawananga
rata

aka, akatea, akatorotoro
pohuehue

pohuehue

kaihua

kohia

tataramoa

kokihi, rengamutu,
tutae-ika-moana

Azolla filiculoides
Blechnum minus
Blechnum novae-zelandiae
Cyathea dealbata
Cyathea medullaris
Dicksonia squarrosa
Gleichenia dicarpa
Histiopteris incisa
Hypolepis ambigua
Hypolepis rufobarbata
Microsorum pustulatum
Paesia scaberula

Pteris tremula

Pyrrosia eleagnifolia

Pacific azolla (aquatic fern)

swamp kiokio

kiokio

silver tree fern

black tree fern, mamaku
rough tree fern

swamp umbrella fern
water fern

sticky pig fern
hound’s tongue
ring fern
shaking brake

retoreto

kiokio

kiokio

ponga

mamaku

wheki
waewaekotuku
matata

rarauhi, nehenehe

kowaowao
matata
turawera



Species name Common name

Maori name

Amphibromus fluitans

Austrofestuca littoralis sand tussock
Cortaderia toetoe toetoe
Lachnagrostis filiformis NZ windgrass
Poa anceps broad leaved poa
Spinifex sericeus spinifex

hinarepe, matiatia
toetoe

kauwhangatara, raumoa, turikakoa

Sedges

Baumea articulata
Baumea rubiginosa
Baumea tenax

jointed twig sedge

Baumea teretifolia pakihi rush
Bolboschoenus caldwellii

Carex flagellifera Glen Murray tussock
Carex geminata cutty grass

Carex lessoniana

Carex litorosa sea sedge

Carex pumila sand sedge

Carex secta purei

Carex testacea speckled sedge

Carex virgata swamp sedge

Cyperus ustulatus giant umbrella sedge
Desmoschoenus spiralis golden sand sedge
Eleocharis acuta sharp spike sedge
Eleocharis sphacelata bamboo/tall spike sedge

Ficinia nodosa knotted /leafless sedge
Isolepis prolifera three square
Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani

Schoenus maschalinus dwarf bog-rush

manaia, mauria
rautahi, toetoe-rautahi
rautahi

purei, purekireki, pukio, mata, matata

toetoe upokotangata, whatu manu
pingao

ngawha, kutakuta, paopao
wiwi

Apodasmia similis

Juncus australis leafless rush
Juncus gregiflorus leafless rush
Juncus pallidus giant rush
Juncus pauciflorus leafless rush
Juncus planifolius

Juncus sarophorus leafless rush

wi, kopupungawha
wi, kopupungawha
wi, kopupungawha
wi, kopupungawha

wi, kopupungawha

Other Monocot Herbs

Lemna minor duckweed
Phormium cookianum mountain flax
Phormium tenax swamp flax
Potamogeton cheesemanii red pondweed
Triglochin striata arrow grass
Typha orientalis bullrush
Wolffia australiana watermeal
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karearea
wharariki
harakeke
manihi, rerewai
tauringa

raupo



Species name

Dicot Herbs

Common name

Maori name

Acaena pallida

Centella uniflora

Centipeda minima
Disphyma australis
Epilobium pallidiflorum
Euphorbia glauca

Galium propinquim
Gnaphalium involucratum
Gonocarpus micranthus
Gratiola sexdentata
Hydrocotyle pterocarpa
Hydrocotyle novae-zelandiae
Lobelia anceps
Myriophyllum propinquum
Ranunculus amphitrichus
Rorippa palustris

Some Adventive Plants

Species name

Trees and Shrubs

sand bidibid
centella

sneeze weed

NZ iceplant
marsh willowherb
NZ sea spurge

cudweed

waxweed

NZ lobelia
milfoil

marsh cress

Common name

piripiri

horokaka, ngarangara, ruerueke
tarawera

waiuatua, waiu-o-kahukura
mawe

poniu

Maori name

Chamaecytisus palmensis
Cupressus macrocarpa
Cytisus scoparius
Hypericum sp.

Prunus campanulata
Salix cinerea

Salix fragilis

Sambucus nigra

Ulex europeus

Dicot Lianes

tree lucerne
macrocarpa
Scotch broom
St John’s wort
Taiwan cherry
grey willow
crack willow
elderberry
gorse

Lonicera japonica
Rubus fruticosus agg.
Rumex sagittatus

Japanese honeysuckle

blackberry
climbing dock

Agrostis capillaris
Agrostis stolonifera
Alopecurus geniculata
Anthoxanthum odoratum
Arrhenatherum elatius
Cortaderia selloana
Cynosurus cristatus
Dactylis glomerata
Ehrharta erecta
Glyceria declinata
Schenodorus phoenix
Glyceria fluitans
Holcus lanatus
Paspalum dilatatum

browntop

creeping bent
kneed foxtail

sweet vernal

tall oat grass
pampas grass
crested dog’s tail
cocksfoot

veldt grass

floating sweet grass
tall fescue

floating sweet grass
Yorkshire fog
paspalum
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Species name

Common name Maori name

Juncus articulatus
Juncus bufonius
Juncus effusus

Other Monocot Herbs

jointed rush
toad rush

Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora
Canna indica

Spirodela punctata
Zantedeschia aethiopica

Dicot Herbs

montbretia

canna lily

purple-backed duckweed
arum lily

Achillea millefolium
Bidens frondosa
Callitriche stagnalis
Capsella bursa-pastoris
Carduus tenuiflorus
Cerastium glomeratum
Chenopodium album
Cirsium arvense

Cirsium vulgare

Conyza canadensis
Cotula coronopifolia
Crepis capillaris
Digitalis purpurea
Fumaria muralis

Galium aparine

Galium palustre
Geranium molle
Geranium robertianum
Hypochoeris radicata
Lotus pedunculatus
Ludwigia palustris
Lythrum hyssopifolia
Mentha pulegium
Myosotis laxa subsp. caespitosa
Myosotis sp.

Phytolacca octandra
Plantago lanceolata
Plantago major
Polycarbon tetraphyllum
Polygonum hydropiper
Polygonum persicaria
Ranunculus repens
Ranunculus sceleratus
Rumex conglomeratus
Rumex crispus

Rumex obtusifolius
Sagina procumbens
Senecio jacobaea
Senecio bipinnatisectus
Senecio sp.
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common yarrow
beggar’s ticks

starwort

shepherd’s purse

winged thistle

annual mouse-eared chickweed
fat hen

Californian thistle

Scotch thistle

Canadian fleabane
bachelor’s button

smooth hawksbeard
foxglove

scrambling fumitory
cleavers

marsh bedstraw

soft doves foot

herb Robert

cat’s ear

birdsfoot trefoil

water purslane

loosestrife

pennyroyal

forget-me-not
forget-me-not

inkweed

narrow-leaved plaintain
broad-leaved plaintain
allseed

water pepper

willow weed

creeping buttercup
celery-leaved buttercup
clustered dock

curled dock
broad-leaved dock
pearlwort

ragwort



Some Adventive Plants (continued)

Species name

Common name

Maori name

Dicot Herbs (continued)

Solanum chenopodioides
Solanum nigram

Solanum pseudo-capsicum
Stellaria media

Trifolium dubium
Trifolium repens

Ogle, C.C. 1981: Species list for wetlands in Queen Elizabeth Park.

velvety nightshade
black nightshade
Jerusalem cherry
chickweed
suckling clover
white clover

Wellington Botanical Society, 2002: List 1 some indigenous vascular plants of “Poplar Avenue Wetland”
part of Queen Elizabeth Park, Raumati South. 24/3/02

Appendix Two

Queen Elizabeth Park fish species list

Species name

Anguilla australis
Anguilla dieffenbachii
Cheimarrichthys fosteri
Galaxias argenteus
Galaxias brevipinnis
Galaxias fasciatus
Galaxias maculatus
Geotria australis
Gobiomorphus cotidianus
Gobiomorphus huttoni

Paranephrops planifrons
Paratya curvirostris

Common name

shortfin eel
longfin eel
torrent fish
giant kokopu
koaro

banded kokopu
inanga

lamprey
common bully
redfin bully

freshwater crayfish
shrimp

Maori name

tuna
tuna

kokopu

koaro

kokopu

inanga

piharau, kanakana

koura



Appendix Three

Queen Elizabeth Park bird species list

This bird list has been compiled from bird count surveys using the slow walk transect method described by
Handford (2000).

Species name Common name Maori name
Alauda arvensis skylark
Anas gracilis grey teal tete
Anas platyrhynchos mallard
Anas rhynchotis variegata New Zealand shoveler kuruwhengi
Anas superciliosa superciliosa grey duck parera
Anser anser feral goose
Anthus novaeseelandiae

novaeseelandiae New Zealand pipt pihoihoi
Ardea novaehollandiae whitefaced heron
Branta canadensis maxima Canada goose
Callipela californica brumnescens California quail
Carduelis carduelis goldfinch
Carduelis chloris greenfinch
Carduelis flammea redpoll
Chrysococcyx lucidus lucidus shining cuckoo pipiwharauroa
Circus approximans Australasian harrier kahu
Columba livia rock, feral pigeon
Corvus frugilegus rook
Emberiza citrinella yellowhammer
Fringilla coelebs chaffinch
Gerygone igata grey warbler riroriro
Gymmnorhina tibicen Australian magpie
Haematopus unicolor variable oystercatcher torea
Halcyon sancta vagans kingfisher kotare
Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae New Zealand pigeon kereru
Himantopus himantopus leucocephalus Australasian pied stilt poaka
Hirundo tahitica neoxena welcome swallow
Larus dominicanus black-backed gull karoro
Larus novaehollandiae scopulinus red billed gull tarapunga
Passer domesticus housesparrow
Phalacrocorax carbo novaehollandiae black shag kawau
Phalacrocorax melanoleucos brevirostris little shag kawaupaka
Phasianus colchicus ring necked pheasant
Platycerus eximius eastern rosella
Poliocephalus rufopectus New Zealand dabchick weweia
Porphyrio porphyrio melanotus pukeko pukeko
Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae tui tui
Prunella modularis dunnock
Rhipidura fuliginosa placabilis fantail piwakawaka
Sterna caspia Caspian tern taranui
Sterna striata white fronted tern tara
Sturnus vulgaris starling
Tadorna variegata paradise shelduck putangitangi
Turdus merula blackbird
Turdus philomelos song thrush
Vanellus miles novaehollandiae spur-winged plover
Zosterops lateralis silvereye tauhou
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Species name Common name Maori name

Rhipidura fuliginosa placabilis fantail piwakawaka
Sterna striata white fronted tern tara

Sturnus vulgaris starling

Tadorna variegata paradise shelduck putangitangi
Turdus merula blackbird

Turdus philomelos song thrush

Vanellus miles novaehollandiae spur-winged plover

Zosterops lateralis silvereye tauhou
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Water, air, earth and energy — elements in Greater Wellington’s logo that combine to create and sustain life. Greater Wellington promotes
Quality for Life by ensuring our environment is protected while meeting the economic, cultural and social needs of the community
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