
BRANZ joined the Wellington EnviroSmart programme, in 2006, to achieve a number of environmental objectives. 

The 2 year programme provided assistance to businesses to improve their environmental performance by reducing solid waste, using energy, water and raw materials efficiently, and purchasing environmentally sound products and services, as well as achieving environmental certification to the Enviro-Mark®NZ Gold level. 


BRANZ is an independent and impartial research, testing, consulting and information company providing services and resources for the building industry.  Its core purpose is to improve people's lives through our research and to inform, educate and motivate those who shape the built environment

BRANZ has around 100 highly trained specialist staff located in Wellington, Auckland, Hamilton and Sydney.  The main BRANZ site at Judgeford, Wellington, covers five hectares and contains laboratories, testing facilities and exposure sites to meet national and international standards.


Waste reduction

· As BRANZ is situated in the country, waste treatment is done onsite and their treatment plant is being upgraded with a more environmentally-friendly one. 

· Joined the No Throw Waste Exchange.

· Cage for cardboard recycling now on site.

Resource efficiency

· Water use reduced by 60% over two years by recirculating water for some tests. 
· Reduced their average monthly electricity consumption by 10% by:-
· Two buildings that were not fully utilised have been decommissioned and staff moved to other buildings.
· Fridges and freezers in the cafeteria upgraded to more energy efficient models.
· Replaced older heaters in cafeteria and reception with heat pumps.
· Communication to staff through posters, reminding them to turn lights and appliances off when not in use.
· Petrol and diesel use reduced by  
· Ute not replaced when the lease expired. BRANZ staff now share only two vehicles. 
· 10,000L diesel tank replaced with a 3,000L model. Old tank sold rather than scraped. 
Suppliers and contractors

· Suppliers delivering goods to BRANZ have been asked to turn off their engines.

· Use GOVT3 guidelines when tendering for publications, brochures etc. 


Participating in the programme came at the right time for BRANZ as we champion sustainability and environmental issues for the building industry and BRANZ considered that for our message to have credibility, we needed to do as we said.

We were able to prove to our stakeholders through independent verification that we were indeed walking the talk.  Our Board was delighted with the award.

The main challenge for us was that items that had complied with the regulations at the time of its installation, no longer fitted the bill from an environmental perspective. 

Our double skinned diesel tank that provided fuel for our fire tests was a case in point.  The tank was replaced and bunding installed.

BRANZ is looking at gaining Diamond certification by the end of 2009 and we are also looking at low carbon schemes.


The programme was well worth it.  We found that we had done a lot of work prior to joining the programme and our environmental performance was already good.  Like a lot of organisations we tended to look at what we had not done, rather than what we had done.

We also had an established Quality Management System and a lot of the system requirements for the programme were already catered for.  In some instances this simply meant expanding the scope of items to include environmental issues.
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Key Achievements





Reduced water consumption by 60% over two years.


Reduced average monthly electricity consumption by 10%.


Reduced diesel and petrol use.


Upgrade to onsite waste treatment plant. 


Replaced the plastic cover that protects their BUILD magazine (annual circulation 108,000) with bio-degradable film wrap.


Achieved Enviro-Mark®NZ Gold level.
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