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Storm damage after ex Cyclone Gita at the Wainui Stream mouth, Queen Elizabeth Park in 
February 2018. For safety reasons the remaining sections of the bridge were removed.  
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External influences on 
Regional Parks  
May 2018 

SUMMARY 
More people in the Wellington region are visiting more parks, more often, and park users are participating in a 
growing number of activities. User conflict has increased, as too the demand for toilets and signage, however, 
overall visitor satisfaction has remained consistently high (~90%) for about a decade. The key issue people 
raise about the management of regional parks is that Greater Wellington could provide more information, 
including publicity about park locations, facilities, features and upcoming events. The things that users value 
most about the parks experience are the Ψsense of freedom and tranquillityΩ and the ability to recharge in the 
natural environment. 

New Zealanders are living increasingly sedentary lifestyles, contributing to rising rates of overweight and 
obesity. A key aim of providing recreation opportunities in regional parks is to contribute to healthy lifestyles 
within the region. The health benefits of parks can be maximised by designing spaces in parks that are readily 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ forecast to grow by 15% between 2018 and 2043. Though Wellington City is 
expected to remain the key regional economic centre, factors such as land prices and improved transport 
connections could result in a more dispersed model of business activity across the region. Almost all of the 
ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ άŜƳǇǘȅ ƴŜǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜŜǎέ όŀƎŜŘ сл-сфύΣ άǎŜƴƛƻǊǎέ όŀƎŜŘ тл-84) or both. The growing older population has implications for 
regional parks in terms of provision of facilities and activities for parks visitors, as well as changing the make-
up of parks volunteers. 

Of the current regional park visitors, 91% live within the region. Domestic tourists comprise about 6% of the 
total park visitors, international visitors about 3%. While small in number, domestic and international tourists 
are a growing segment of park visitors. Tourism-related employment numbers are also expected to grow. The 
combined impact of tourism and associated employment growth will increase demand in the region for use of 
parks and associated recreational opportunities. 

Technology in parks can connect people to nature, providing unprecedented access to species and habitats 
and to incredibly rich data about complex ecosystems. At the same time, it has the potential to cause 
unintended harm. Thoughtful use and integration of technology in parks with the aim of enhancing rather than 
ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳr 
regional parks. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
activities and operations and improve environmental outcomes. The afforestation and revegetation programs 
taking place across the parks network contribute significantly to carbon sequestration in the Wellington 
region. Natural and semi-natural parkland provides global benefits as a store of carbon in soil and trees. The 
growing urgency to remove more carbon from the atmosphere will increase the importance of tree planting 
activity and pest control in parks. 
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The effects of climate change are already being seen across the Wellington region with average annual 
temperatures and sea levels on the rise. Impacts on parks may include coastal erosion making tracks and 
infrastructure inaccessible, loss of habitats, and increases in pest plant and animal species. Management of the 
parks network into the future will require an adaptive management approach that plans for a range of future 
climate scenarios. In addition to climate change, the many other influences on regional parks are summarised 
below in figure 1.  
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Figure 1: The parks network is affected by factors including climate change, changes in 
legislation, and changes in the publicôs demands. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
Greater Wellington Regional Parks Network 

Greater Wellington Regional Council (Greater 
Wellington) manages a network of regional parks 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
enjoyment, and for the preservation of ecological 
and cultural values. Regional parks and forests 
provide for a wide range of healthy outdoor 
recreational activities that enable Wellington 
region residents and visitors to connect with 
nature and enjoy the outdoors. They offer 
diverse landscapes ranging from lush native bush 
to open grasslands, farmlands with grazing 
animals, rugged coastal headlands and long 
sandy beaches. Some regional park and forest 
areas are adjacent to urban parks and trails while 
some are more remote. 

Trail based activities in our parks are the most 
popular ς walking, dog walking, running, 
mountain biking and horse riding. Picnics and 
camping are also popular along with hunting and 
4-wheel driving in some parks. Park management 
activities and rules help to ensure that the 
different types of visitor activities can take place 
with minimal impact on the environment and 
others. 

Parks Network Plan Review 2018-2019 

The current Greater Wellington Parks Network 
Plan (PNP) is a composite plan encompassing 
eight parks and forests and over 33,000 hectares 
of land. It aims to provide a coherent, 
consolidated management regime for the park 
network as a whole as well as specific 
management provisions for each park.  The parks 
network comprises of Battle Hill Farm Forest Park 

(Battle Hill), Belmont Regional Park (Belmont), East Harbour Regional Park (East 
Harbour), Kaitoke Regional Park (Kaitoke), Queen Elizabeth Park (QEP), Akatarawa 
Forest (Akatarawa), Pakuratahi Forest (Pakuratahi), and Wainuiomata Recreation Area 
(Wainuiomata).  

The area covered within the PNP includes land that Greater Wellington manages, 
including reserves established under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act requires 
that administering bodies keep management plans under continuous review (section 
41), adapting to changing circumstances and increased knowledge. 

The current PNP was finalised in 2011 and has had three amendments since then in 
2012, 2014 and 2016 - so it remains relatively current. However, the directions of new 

The PNP details how Greater Wellington will manage the regional 
park network. The plan includes all parks except Whitireia Park 
and the Hutt and Wainuiomata/Orongorongo Water Collection 
Areas which have their own management plans. 
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policy documents such as the Greater Wellington proposed Natural Resources Plan (pNRP) should be 
reflected in the plan. Greater Wellington considers it appropriate to commence a review of the PNP 
and develop a new one. 

Please note that throughout the document, Ψregional parks networkΩ, ΨparksΩΣ άŦƻǊŜǎǘǎέ and Ψthe 
networkΩ are used interchangeably. 

1.1 Purpose of this supporting document 

This document outlines the external context for parks as a supporting document for the PNP review. 
It identifies the major factors and trends that are likely to have an impact on regional parks 
management and usage across the Greater Wellington parks network during the life of the next 
generation Greater Wellington PNP. These influences include:  

¶ Changing park visitor activity preferences, expectations and experiences over time 

¶ Population health and physical activity trends regionally and nationally and how parks can 
contribute to improving health and wellbeing 

¶ Current and forecast population, employment and age distribution figures across the region 
and the possible impacts on parks accessibility, activities and facilities 

¶ Tourism trends and the impact these may have on regional parks visitor numbers and 
infrastructure 

¶ Relationships with our Ƴŀƴŀ ǿƘŜƴǳŀ ŀƴŘ Ƴņǘņǿŀƪŀ aņƻǊƛ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ and their interests in 
relation to parks  

¶ Technological changes and the effects that communications, transport and other technologies 
are having on the way people engage with parks  

¶ Climate change and impacts such as sea level rise, extreme weather events and sustainability 
and parks  

¶ Key guidance from legislation and national policy for park management. 

1.2 Park users preferences, expectations and experiences 

More people in the region are visiting more 
parks, more often, and park users are 
participating in a growing number of activities. 
User conflict has increased, as has demand for 
toilets and signage, but overall visitor satisfaction 
has remained consistently high (~90%) for about 
a decade. Lack of time and other commitments 
are the top reasons people give for not having 
visited parks or not visiting more often. The key 
issue people raise about the management of 
regional parks is that Greater Wellington could 
provide more information about these, including 
publicity about park locations, facilities, features 
and upcoming events. The things that users value 
most about the parks experience are the sense of 
freedom and tranquillity and the ability to relax 
and recharge in the natural environment. 

This section uses time series data to identify and 
contrast changing park user preferences, values 

Park visitors enjoying the Te Ara Whareroa trail in QEP. It is 
important to Greater Wellington that we understand what 
ǇŀǊƪ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
access there may be. One way we seek visitor feedback is via 
annual phone surveys.  
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and satisfaction levels in relation to regional parks over a number of years, spanning the life of the 
first generation PNP.  

Greater Wellington has commissioned quantitative market surveys over a number of years to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǳǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ 
and their facilities. A randomly selected sample of 500 residents aged 16+ are interviewed each 
survey year using a combination of contact approaches and interviewing procedures. The majority of 
interviews are undertaken by way of telephone interviewing (landline and mobile). Face-to-face 
interviews are done where necessary, to meet stratified sample quotas and to ensure that a proper 
cross-section of the community is engaged. The surveys help Greater Wellington to gain greater 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊs, needs and what they value most from their 
park experiences. We note that an implication of this approach is that it does not capture the 
perspectives of people who are not residents and ratepayers in the Greater Wellington region. The 
results of these surveys are summarised in sections 1.2.1-1.2.5 below. Appendix 3 contains more 
detailed findings from park visitor intercept surveys conducted across the Greater Wellington parks 
network, which capture the views of park visitors from both inside and outside the region. 

  
Parangarahu Lakes, East Harbour Regiƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ 
Maintaining a variety of landscape types provides for a variety of recreation experiences.  
































































